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INTRODUCTION 

SOME  explanation  is  needed  that  the  letters 
which  form  this  book,  and  the  fascinating 
personality  of  their  author,  may  be  rightly 
understood. 

Returning  from  a  holiday  tour  in  Denmark, 
I  found  myself  compelled  to  pass  a  night  in 
Leith.  I  put  up  at  a  little  hotel,  a  clean  and 
respectable  place  kept  by  a  Danish  matron, 
situated  near  the  docks,  and  mostly  frequented 
by  Scandinavian  captains. 

During  the  night  I  was  disturbed  by  hard, 
distressing  coughing,  which  proceeded  from  a 
bedroom  adjoining  mine.  I  mentioned  this 
to  the  Danish  landlady  at  breakfast  next 
morning,,  and  I  heard  from  her  a  sad  story. 
A  young  gentleman  from  Copenhagen  was 
lying  there.  He  had  come  over  chiefly  for  a 
change  of  climate,  but  on  the  voyage  he  had 
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burst  a  blood-vessel,  and  he  now  seemed  near 
his  end.  A  sufferer  from  consumption,  dropsy 
had  also  set  in.  So  serious  was  his  condition 
that  the  doctor  would  not  allow  him  to  be 
moved. 

The  landlady  was  looking  after  him  with 
great  care,  partly  because  he  was  a  fellow- 
countryman,  and  partly  from  honest  and 
honourable  sympathy.  She  told  me  that  he 
was  of  high  birth,  and  that  he  had  a  large 
estate  in  Denmark.  He  had  paid  her  liber- 
ally and  a  month  in  advance,  depositing  also 
money  sufficient  to  pay  for  his  doctor,  his 
nurse,  and  even  for  his  funeral  expenses,  when 
all  should  be  over.  She  also  spoke  in  high 
praise  of  his  fortitude,  declaring  that  he  never 
complained,  not  even  during  his  greatest 
paroxysms  of  pain.  He  had  always,  she  said, 
a  smile  and  a  pleasant  word  for  her  or  for 
any  one  who  rendered  him  the  least  service. 
The  pathos  of  his  situation  was  increased  by 
the  fact  that  he  was  a  stranger  in  a  strange 
land,  and  also  by  the  fact  that  he  knew  that 
before  long  he  should  have  to  journey  to  a 
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land  moie  strange  and  more  unknown.  He 
even  said  that  the  doctor's  care  and  attention 
were  unnecessary)  as  he  felt  that  nothing  could 
save  his  life. 

When,  therefore,  the  good  woman  suggested 
that  I  should  go  and  see  him,  in  the  hope  of 
being  able  to  divert  him  a  little  with  the  story 
of  my  experiences  in  Denmark,  I  readily  agreed. 
I  sent  in  my  card,  and  soon  afterwards  the 
landlady  took  me  into  the  invalid's  room. 

I  saw  before  me  a  young  man,  not  older  than 
twenty-five,  the  refinement  of  whose  features 
witnessed  to  the  nobility  of  his  birth,  and  the 
nobility  of  his  character.  He  had  soft  blue 
eyes,  an  ample  brow,  and  fair,  curly  hair.  Per- 
haps the  dominant  expression  of  his  features 
was  thoughtfulness. 

He  spoke  English  with  ease,  having  had  an 
English  governess  when  he  was  a  child ;  and, 
later,  an  English  tutor,  from  whom  he  had 
acquired  a  strong  love  for  Poetry  and  for 
Art,  which  he  had  studied  in  the  Academy 
of  Copenhagen.  After  we  had  chatted  on 
sundry  subjects  I  left  him,  promising  to  see 
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him  again  before  I  left  Leith  that  after- 
noon. 

Contrary  to  my  expectation  I  had  to  remain 
there  for  another  day,  and  it  thus  came  about 
that  I  spent  that  evening  with  the  invalid. 
When  I  entered  his  room  he  was  sitting  up 
in  bed  correcting  some  manuscript.  I  asked 
him  if  he  were  doing  any  literary  work,  but 
he  said  that  he  had  merely  jotted  down  some 
thoughts  which  had  occurred  to  him,  simply 
to  beguile  some  of  the  weary  hours.  He  had 
been  meditating,  he  said,  on  the  system  of  the 
Cosmos,  from  the  point  of  view  of  an  Artist 
and  a  Poet. 

This  shaped  our  conversation, and  in  language 
of  confident  hope,  he  told  me  that  from  his 
standpoint,  Death,  which  for  him  was  so 
imminent,  had  nothing  of  terror,  nothing 
against  which  he  would  -rebel.  It  was  not  a 
finality  but  a  transition  determined  by  God, 
who  was  to  him  the  God  of  perfect  love  and 
perfect  Beauty,  who  loved  us  in  the  bud  of 
our  existence  to  make  us  beautiful  in  the 
ultimate  development  of  our  life. 
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The  theme  grew  upon  him,  and  he  continued 
to  express  his  thoughts.  The  desire  for  eternal 
life  innate  in  every  one,  he  said,  is  in  reality 
a  desire  for  an  extended  and  an  intensified 
life.  Remembering  then  the  potentialities  of 
beauty  and  splendour  that  lie  before  us,  we 
can  front  the  Unknown  with  a  sense  of  glad- 
ness and  of  triumph. 

"  I  love  Beauty,"  he  said,  as  he  took  my  hand  I 
into  his  thin  wasted  one,  "and  in  the  God  I 
worship  I  see  the  source  and  realisation  of  all 
beauty  ;  so,  quietly  waiting  in  solitude  and  in 
suffering  for  the  end  which  must  come,  I  am 
content  with  the  thought  of  what  the  next  life 
may  bring  me."" 

I  was  very  much  affected  by  this  hopeful 
resignation,  manifested  by  one  for  whom  life 
would  have  meant  so  much,  and  whose  cruel 
fate  it  was  to  be  snatched  away  from  its  pros- 
pects and  its  pleasures.  In  the  place  of  com- 
plaint or  recrimination  I  witnessed  trust, 
resignation,  love,  content,  and  even  joy — a 
faith  childlike  and  glorious. 

Our  conversation  continued,  for  he  was  very 
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eager  to  expound  his  views  on  this  interesting 
subject ;  and  he  said  that  he  enjoyed  my  com- 
pany, it  being  the  first  time  in  many  weary 
weeks  that  he  had  seen  any  one  to  whom  he 
could  speak  on  the  matters  which  continually 
occupied  his  mind.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
reproduce  all  that  he  said,  and,  besides,  the 
greater  portion  of  it  occurs  again  in  various 
places  in  the  letters  which  follow  this  brief 
introduction.  One  or  two  things  I  cannot 
help  reproducing. 

When  visiting  Moscow,  he  said,  he  was 
shown  in  the  Church  of  the  Saviour  a  picture 
on  a  gigantic  scale.  It  represented  God  as  a 
very  old  man,  with  flowing  white  hair  and 
beard.  It  was  impressive,  but  he  thought 
that  however  appropriately  it  might  depict 
the  idea  of  Fatherhood  in  "The  Ancient  of 
Days,"  it  was  opposed  to  the  conception  of 
God  as  one  not  subject  to  old  age  or  to  decay. 
He  would  rather  have  depicted  Him  as  an 
ideal  Figure,  immortal  in  youth,  strength,  and 
beauty. 

If  he  had  to  give  a  name  to   his  faith  it 
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would  be  best  expressed  by  calling  it  a  worship 
of  the  Beautiful — not  in  its  sensuous  aspects, 
after  the  manner  of  the  Greeks,  but  with 
their  noble  conception  enlarged,  purified,  and 
idealised.  This  would  yield  a  scheme  in  which 
all  truths  would  be  centred,  and  all  mysteries 
solved.  Beauty,  he  continued,  is  Divinity  in  V 
its  most  engaging  form,  for  wherever  we  see 
Beauty,  there  is  a  revelation,  however  imper- 
fect, of  the  Infinite.  The  sense  of  the  Beau- 
tiful is  the  sense  of  the  Divine. 

Fearing  that  in  his  eagerness  he  might  over- 
tax his  poor  strength,  I  tried  to  change  the 
subject.  I  saw  on  his  bed  a  book  of  selections 
from  English  poetry,  and  I  asked  him  what 
he  thought  of  our  poetry. 

He  replied  that  Keats  was  his  favourite 
poet,  although  he  liked  Tennyson,  Words- 
worth, Browning,  Longfellow,  and  others.  He 
seemed  to  be  specially  drawn  to  Keats  by 
his  subtle  sense  of  melody,  his  delicacy  of 
thought  and  expression,  as  well  as  by  the 
general  atmosphere  of  his  poetry.  The 

young   poet's   miserable  health,  his  sad   fate, 
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and  his  early  death,  also  combined  to  attract 
him  strongly. 

In  reply  to  his  questions  I  had  to  confess 
that  I  had  taken  no  interest  whatever  in 
poetry,  that  it  had  seemed  to  me  a  useless 
occupation,  both  the  writing  and  the  study 
of  it. 

He  was  amused  and  surprised.  He  had 
found  in  poetry,  he  said,  a  consolation  for  the 
sorrows  of  his  life.  It  had  soothed  his  afflic- 
tions, refined  his  pleasures,  developed  his  sense 
of  the  Beautiful,  and  elevated  his  thoughts 
and  his  aspirations.  He  said  that  he  would 
like  to  teach  me  to  appreciate  and  to  love 
poetry,  and  that  the  best  way  to  do  this,  and 
to  carry  on  the  thoughts  of  our  conversation 
with  reference  to  religion  and  beauty,  would 
be  for  him  to  write  me  letters  on  these  sub- 
jects while  he  was  still  able  to  write  and  to 
read.  I  agreed  with  sincere  pleasure,  and  as 
the  nurse  now  came  in  to  remain  with  him 
during  the  night,  I  left  him,  meaning  to  see 
him  again  before  I  went  away  the  next  day. 

This,  however,  was  the  last  time  I  ever  saw 
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my  friend.  Next  day  he  suddenly  became 
worse,  and  when  I  left  Leith  no  one  was 
allowed  to  see  him,  as  the  doctor  expected 
his  death  at  any  moment.  He  got  over  the 
attack,  however,  and  about  a  week  later  I  had 
a  short  note  from  the  invalid  himself,  saying 
that  he  was  much  better.  He  hoped  that  in 
another  week  he  would  be  strong  enough  to 
fulfil  his  promise  and  write  to  me  on  some  of 
the  subjects  we  had  discussed  together.  It 
would  be  a  great  relief  to  him  thus  to  fill  up 
some  of  his  weary  hours.  In  reply,  I  wrote  a 
long  cheery  letter,  and  in  this  way  a  pleasant 
correspondence  sprang  up  between  us  during 
the  prolonged  period  before  he  passed  away. 

Without  further  comment  I  now  place  be- 
fore the  reader  some  of  the  letters  which  he 
wrote  from  his  death-bed,  on  the  most  beautiful 
and  the  most  profound  matters  of  life  and  of 
death. 


GOD   THE   BEAUTIFUL 

Poetry,  as  Manifesting  in  Language 
the  Beautiful 

LYING  here  on  my  back,  away  from  all  books 
of  reference,  I  can  only  give  expression  to 
thoughts  which  still  linger  in  my  memory, 
from  my  reading  of  former  days,  mingled  with 
my  own  thoughts  and  reflections  on  this  and 
other  subjects. 

First,  it  may  be  asked,  why  ought  you  to 
study  Poetry  ?  I  should  say  to  refine  your 
mind  and  to  help  you  cultivate  your  sense  of 
the  beautiful  in  thought  and  expression ;  be- 
sides, Poetry  appeals  to  our  hearts,  stirs  our 
emotions,  as  well  as  our  sympathies.  Religion 
and  Patriotism,  Home  and  Love  have  no  better 

ally  than  Poetry.     It  is  also  the  chief  natural 
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vehicle  for  the  expression  of  ideals,  or  concep- 
tions which  we  foster  and  aspire  to  realise,  as 
they  lead  us  onwards  on  the  path  of  progress 
and  happiness. 

You  should  bear  in  mind  that  Art  (which 
includes  Poetry)  contains  the  intellectual,  the 
emotional,  and  the  spiritual  wealth  of  human 
ideas — presented  in  forms  of  symmetry,  at- 
tractiveness, and  beauty.  Literature  is  the 
harvest  of  many  centuries  of  thought.  The 
world  is  richer  and  better  for  hearing  the 
Poet's  messages.  They  teach  the  world  to 
reach  out  of  self,  into  a  better,  truer,  and 
nobler  life. 

The  object  .of  Art  is  to  give  Nature's 
beauty  its  most  truthful  expression.  It 
idealises  Nature,  it  works  for  its  noble  inter- 
pretation and  expresses  the  beauty  to  us,  as 
shown  in  her  order,  her  rhythm,  her  inexpres- 
sible grandeur  and  loveliness. 

The  Poet  ministers  to  a  sense  of  the  beauty 
of  the  world  around  us,  both  natural  and  spiri- 
tual. The  Poets  are  the  seers  of  the  race. 
They  are  the  priests  of  humanity  and  its 
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prophets.  They  express  human  sentiments  in 
noble  thoughts  and  in  winning  words,  drawing 
the  soul  upwards.  In  short,  they  reveal  to 

X  -wv™**---  » 

humanity  the  spiritual  and  the  eternal. 

Have  you  ever  noticed,  it  has  been  remarked, 
how  vividly  the  true  Poet  in  a  few  touches  can 
convey  a  picture  of  exquisite  truth  and  beauty, 
which  another  person  could  not  express  so  well, 
or  so  beautifully  in  pages  of  prose  ? 

Let  us  now  look  upon  Poetry  in  a  three- 
fold way.  Firstly,  Poetry  proper  (beautiful 
thoughts  in  rhythmic  forms)  is  generally 
divided  into :  Lyric,  or  the  subjective  aspect, 

which  describes  inward  emotions ;  Epic,  or  the 

A     j 

objective  aspect,  which  describes  outward  facts ; 

. 
Narrative,  which  interprets  some  human  inci- 

-^*rfsr,*Ljj:se<r**'**~  ^ 

dent ;  Descriptive,  which  describes  some  mood 
of  Nature;  Humorous,  which  portrays  the 
humorous  element ;  Elegy,  which  gives  memo- 
rial songs  or  lamentations ;  Dramatic,  which 
unites  outward  narrative  with  inward  feelings. 
Dramatic  Poetry  describes  chiefly  the  struggle 
of  individuals  through  toils  and  strivings  to 
the  victory  of  a  lofty  ideal.  This  is  especially 
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treated  in  Tragedy.  The  hero  suffers  for  a 
cause,  and  the  reader  learns  from  him  how  to 
struggle  and  make  sacrifices,  for  even  although 
the  hero  dies,  the  ideal  for  which  he  fought 
lives  still,  and  is  victorious.  They  learn  there- 
fore to  realise  that  true  ideals,  being  immortal 
(for  they  reflect  some  aspects  of  God  Himself), 
are  worth  living  and  struggling  for. 

The  Drama  is  considered  the  highest  kind 
of  Poetry,  and  of  this  the  Tragedy  takes  pre- 
cedence, as  the  most  dignified,  the  most  philo- 
sophic and  the  profoundest  comment  on  human 
life. 

As  you  may  remember,  the  Greeks  were  cele- 
brated for  their  religious  tragedies.  These 
conveyed  religious  instruction  in  dramatic 
forms,  in  order  to  lead  the  initiated  to  fuller 
consecration  and  to  a  more  spiritual  worship. 

The  initiated  learned  from  dramatic  repre- 
sentations, to  attain  a  more  ideal  conception  of 
life,  learned  also  that  as  social  beings  it  was 
their  duty  to  curb  their  egoistic  passions,  and 
to  cultivate  the  love  of  a  lofty  altruism  and 
a  consecration  to  the  worship  of  the  Divine 
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Being.  Indeed,  these  Greeks  were  right.  It 
is  the  aspiration  towards  some  higher  and 
loftier  state  of  existence  which  spurs  humanity 
onwards,  whereby  it  grows  spiritually,  intel- 
lectually, and  morally.  Our  ideals,  it  has  been 
said,  live  in  us  and  our  life  is  subservient  to 
our  ideals.  Human  life  affords  an  occasion 
of  commencing  to  work  out  the  possibilities 
of  higher  forms,  and  of  partly  realising  the 
nobler  potentialities  of  existence. 

Secondly,  Poetry  may  take  a  wider  range 
arid  include  all  literature  where  imagination 
and  feelings  are  the  chief  agents,  and  where 
the  creation  of  beautiful  thoughts  is  linked 
with  the  beauty  of  musical  expressions.  This 
gives  prose  poetry  and  has  great  literary 
charms.  I  think  your  great  Art  critic,  Ruskin, 
is  one  of  the  best  known  examples  among 
English  authors  of  our  age,  who  has  diverted 
his  poetical  gifts  into  a  prose  full  of  music, 
which  matches  in  richness  and  cadence  the 
verses  of  some  of  your  greatest  poets. 

Thirdly,  Poetry  in  its  most  universal  sense, 
represents  the  Rhythmical  creation  of  Beauty. 
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The  poetic  sentiment  of  beauty  develops  in 
various  branches,  not  only  in  literary  form 
as  in  Poetry,  but  in  all  the  other  fine  arts. 
It  is  for  this  reason  that  all  the  fine  arts  have 
been  classed  under  Poetry  in  something  like 
the  following  way  : — 

Poetry  of  language,  in  words  rhythmically 
and  musically  expressed ;  Poetry  of  form  and 
colour,  in  painting;  Poetry  of  vital  form,  in 
sculpture ;  Poetry  of  inanimate  form,  in  archi- 
tecture ;  Poetry  of  sound,  in  music ;  Poetry  of  j 
acting,  in  the  drama;  Poetry  of  motion,  in  1 
graceful  carriage  and  in  the  dance. 

This  rhythmical  beauty  is  realised  in  every 
part  of  the  Cosmos,  even  in  the  microscopical 
world  and  further  back,  it  seems,  even  into 
the  cell  and  ether  systems.  Indeed,  the  whole 
realm  of  existence  is  seen  to  be  divine 
thoughts  expressed  in  beautiful  forms  and 
rhythmic  measures,  exactly  like  the  basis 
upon  which  poetry  and  music  are  created. 

The  dramatic  aspect  of  existence  takes  a 
wide  sweep,  and  may  be  represented  as  follows. 
Each  human  life  is  made  up  of  many  dramatic 
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incidents.  There  is  first,  the  unseen  drama  of 
thoughts,  passions,  and  spiritual  conflicts  of 
the  soul  for  victory  or  defeat,  but  the  personal 
expands  arid  merges  into  a  series  of  domestic, 
joyful,  or  mournful  dramatic  incidents,  for 
home  is  the  theatre  in  which  all  possible 
dramas  are  enacted,  the  comedy  as  well  as 
the  tragedy.  It  touches  and  expresses  the 
best  and  the  worst,  the  noblest  and  the  basest 
of  human  passions.  But  the  domestic  widens 
into  the  social  and  political  dramas  of  the 
period.  These  again  are  but  an  aspect  of  a 
greater,  historic  drama  of  the  age,  which  in 
its  turn  merges  into  the  still  vaster  biological 
drama  of  life,  all  implying  steady  progress  to 
perfection,  and  which  is  finally  gathered  up 
into  the  grand  drama  of  the  Cosmos,  with  the 
immensity  of  space  for  its  stage  and  eternal 
time  for  its  hour  of  action,  with  the  issues  in 
the  unseen  and  the  Divine. 

Throughout  it  all,  we  recognise  the  living 
spontaneity    of    Nature   which    pervades    the 

whole  universe  and  comes  to  the  front  in  £od- 

& 

like  beauty  in  the  spiritual  character  of  man. 
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Man's  aspirations  in  establishing  a  higher 
view  of  life  depend  on  noble  ideals,  which 
draw  us  onwards  and  upwards,  and  which  we 
leave  after  us.  Our  aspirations  give  voice  to 
the  inextinguishable  yearnings  after  a  life  no 
longer  marred  or  distorted  by  imperfection. 
It  is  the  deepest  and  most  irrepressible  thing 
in  the  human  heart,  our  ideals  for  a  nobler 
and  more  complete  existence,  and  one  more 
sublime  than  imagination  can  conceive. 

This  ideal  is  the  keynote  which  vibrates 
through  the  highest  works  of  Art,  and  which 
thrills  through  the  universe  as  the  law  of 
cosmic  evolution. 

Now  to  return  to  my  subject.  As  you  will 
know,  the  word  Poet  signifies  a  creator,  and 
the  object  of  Poetry  is  chiefly  to  create 
beauty,  and  therefore  the  Poet  has  a  high 
mission. 

In  other  words,  Poetry  is  thought  expressed, 
imaginatively,  emotionally,  and  musically,  by 
means  of  appropriate  language  to  give  it  a 
fitting  utterance. 

Again,  I  would  point  out  to  you  that  the 
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true  Poet,  being  one  of  Nature's  high  priests, 
deals  chiefly  with  beautiful  forms  and  images. 

He  loves  Nature  in  all  its  moods:  loves 
the  bright  sky  at  day  with  its  ever-varying 
cloud  pictures,  loves  earth's  varied  scenes  of 
beauty  and  of  grandeur,  loves  even  the  rolling 
thunder  clouds  and  the  raging  storm.  At 
night  he  admires  the  myriad  stars  that  shine 
in  the  eternal  calm  of  heaven. 

The  Poet  loves  Nature  in  all  her  aspects. 
In  the  smiling  valleys,  in  shady  woods  and 
groves,  and  in  the  purling  streams.  He  listens 

with    delight    to    the    soft    breezes,    to     the 

^~»»__ 

murmur  of  the  rills,  to  the  sweet  carols  of 


birds  as  they  thrill  the  air  with  melody.  He 
admires  Nature  in  her  humbler  aspects  :  in  the 
delicate  moss  on  the  crumbling  wall,  the  tiny 

^j  ^    ^j— _-r— t.---  j ,i_q        -  1.1  i   I 1' «**'        "IUI^LL^  — —       ^  -- 

wild  flower  that  lifts  its  head  from  beneath 
the  sheltering  hedge,  as  well  as  .-her.-  more 

C-7  ^* 

aristocratic  stately  si sters  Ja,  the-  parterre  of 
the  great  garden. 

The  winter  scenes  are  full  of  beauty  to 
him,  as  the  snow  mantles  the  earth  with  its 
robe  of  immaculate  purity,  protecting  as  well 
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as  preparing  its  charge  for  the  resurrection  of 
life  to  new  loveliness. 

The  Poet  reads  in  Nature  a  poem,  express- 
ing God's  love.  He  sees  in  it  a  picture 
exhibiting  God's  beauty  which  addresses  itself 
to  all  the  avenues  of  our  soul,  through  eye, 
and  ear,  and  heart. 

Further  still,  the  Poet's  mission  is  to  stir 
the  loves,  the  hopes,  the  sympathies,  and  the 
joyous  fancies  of  human  nature.  He  delights 
the  imagination,  and  is  a  teacher  of  all  that 
is  purest  and  noblest.  The  true  Poet  purifies 
and  strengthens  the  heart  and  mind,  and 
raises  them  to  higher  aspirations,  inasmuch 
as  he  shows  that  our  life  on  earth  is  only  one 
term  of  an  infinite^  and  ever  advancing  series 
of  higher  and  higher  harmonies. 

tThe   Poet   spiritualises    the    outward    and 
isible   world,   and    universalises    the    inward 
nd  the  spiritual  life.     The  expansion  of  the 
powers  and   consciousness  of   an  inner   being 
through   experience   in    repeated   and    higher 
evolutions,  thus  ascending  the  spiral  path  of 
life  in  form  after  form,  an  eternal  progression 
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towards  perfection  and  increase  of  spiritual 
powers  to  make  life  richer,  nobler,  and  happier, 
is  the  only  theory  of  evolution  worthy  of  the 
name.  All  finite  lives  have  a  basis  in  an 
infinite  life,  a  universal  intelligence. 

The  Poet  is  an  artist,  not  of  colours,  or 
sounds,  but  an  artist  of  words,  expressing 
emotions,  perceptions,  and  actions,  who  assimi- 
lates and  reproduces,  whose  glory  of  life  is  the 
consciousness  of  the  divinity  within  him,  who 
realises  that  God  is  the  Alpha  and  Omega  of 
all  beauty  and  love. 

Of  course,  you  understand  that  not  every 
one  who  can  rhyme  is  therefore  a  poet.  In- 
deed, few  in  a  generation  have  the  essential 
combination  of  gifts. 

The  true  Poet's  qualification  for  his  lofty 
mission  is  threefold.  He  must  have  a  strong 
imagination.  The  creative  faculty  must  be 
largely  developed.  Being  also  endowed  with 
a  passionate  love  of  the  ideal,  the  Poet  sees  the 
invisible,  c|iscovers  new  beauties,  analogies,  and 
harmonies  in  Nature  and  around  him — in  the 
soul  within  and  in  the  soul  without,  for 
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restless  spirit  of  inquiry  seeks  to  know  what  is 
around,  within,  and  beyond  us. 

The  Poet  must  also  be  strongly  emotional— 
that  is,  he  must  have  a  wajrm  heart.    He  must 
be  sympathetic  and  full  of  feeling,  ready  to 
identify  himself  with  others,  feel  for  them  and 
put  himself  in  their  places. 

But  beyond  this,  he  fans  the  flame  on  the 
altar  of  devotion.  He  bears  on  high  the 
istarry  banner  of  love,  and  reveals  the  loveli- 

^ness  which  lies  beyond  Nature.  He  must  per- 
suade others  to  overcome  their  lower  nature 
and  advance  to  the  glories  of  the  Ideal  in  the 

•  realisation  of  all  beauty. 

The  Poet  is  drawn  by  his  sympathy  for  all 
beauty,  to  describe  in  glowing  language  all 
high  endeavours  and  noble  ideals  of  life,  brave, 
virtues,  noble  characters  such  as  are  found  even 
in  the  humblest  walks  of  life.  The  Poet  fights 
the  battle  of  the  weak  against  the  strong.  In 
a  word,  the  Poet  is  reverential  towards  the 
past,  sympathetic  towards  the  present,  and 
optimistic  as  to  the  future. 

I  should  say  that  the  Poet  must  also  have 
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an  ear  to  hear ;  he  should  have  musical  percep- 
tion and  expression,  well  developed,  as  befits 
one  who  attunes  his  soul  to  the  divinity  within. 
The  true  Poet  should  have  his  soul  steeped  in 
music,  and  be  able  to  produce  delightful  and 
musical  word  melodies.  Poetry  should  employ 
language  as  a  direct  medium  without  the  in- 
tervention of  any  outward  image. 

The  Poet's  spirit  therefore  should  be  perme- 
ated with  the  laws  of  music,  harmony,  and 
beauty.  He  ought  to  have  both  conception 
and  expression,  so  that  the  highest  thoughts 
should  be  found  wedded  to  the  most  perfect 
words. 

Perfect  modulation  in  measure  and  rhythm 
is  required  in  Poetry.  The  hidden  soul  of 
harmony  expresses  itself  in  the  charm  of  har- 
monious rhythm,  and  by  virtue  of  the  musical 
qualities  of  rhythm,  the  poet  makes  his  appeal 
to  the  imagination  and  the  emotion. 

Poetry  influences  manners,  laws,  and  insti- 
tutions of  nations,  educates  humanity,  holds 
it  sacred,  points  to  infinite  possibilities,  and 
anticipates  the  ages.  It  ministers  to  whatever 
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is  best  in  humanity,  whether  in  sorrow  or  in 
joy.  Was  it  not  your  Coleridge  who  said  so 
truly  :  "  Poetry  has  given  me  the  habit  of  wish- 
ing to  discover  the  good  and  the  beautiful  in 
all  that  meets  and  surrounds  me  "  ? 

A  true  Poet  should  therefore  have,  besides 
the  other  qualifications  named,  a  richly  stored 
mind,  a  cultivated  taste,  a  well-balanced  in- 
tellect, and  a  religious,  optimistic  spirit,  joyful 
and  intense,  a  power  of  sympathy  which 
carries  with  it  a  power  of  divination. 

Poetry  is  claimed  by  many  as  the  first  of 
arts  in  right  of  its  medium,  which  is  language, 
and  which  is  superior  to  the  other  mediums 
of  Art,  such  as  the  sculptors  marble  or  the 
painters  pigments  :  in  right  of  its  scope,  which 
is  up  to  the  capacity  of  the  mind  of  man,  to 
the  utmost  horizon  of  thought :  in  right  of  its 
.durability,  which  is  immortal. 

Hence  the  Poet  comes  next  in  rank  to  the 
spiritual  artist — the  supreme  or  high  priest  in 
the  Temple  of  the  Beautiful. 

I  would  sum  up  by  saying  that  the  end  of 
Poetry  is  the  elevation  of  the  soul,  that  it  may 
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bring  itself  more  into  conformity  with  the 
great  primal  harmonies,  loving  all  that  is 
beautiful,  good,  and  true,  all  that  is  pure  and 
great,  regarding  the  present  only  as  a  prelude 
to  a  higher  life. 

The  ultimate  result  should  be  to  impr^ 
and  elevate  the  moral  and  spiritual  nature 
man ;  to  increase  the  means  of  happiness,  an 
to    exhibit  the  beauty  of  the   Cosmos  in  its 
physical,    intellectual,  and    spiritual    aspects. 
Thus  Poetry  will  increase  our  love  of  all  that 
is   excellent    and    beautiful,    and    thereby   we 
gradually  assimilate  step  by  step  the  beautiful 
character  of  the  Highest,  whom  we  adore  as  / 
the  complete  realisation   of   all    possible   and; 
imaginable  beauty  and  perfection. 


The  Fine  Arts  as  Creations 
of  Beauty 

You  ask  me  to  give  you  my  thoughts  bearing 
upon  Art  over  and  above  what  I  wrote  you 
first  about  Poetry.  I  am  afraid  that  in  doing 
so  I  shall  possibly  repeat  thoughts  which 
others  have  expressed  and  mix  them  up  with 
my  own,  for  my  memory  is  retentive,  and  I  fre- 
quently used  to  learn  by  heart  any  striking 
passages  which  I  came  across  in  my  English 
studies.  In  my  loneliness  many  of  these  come 
back  to  me  now  as  ministering  spirits  to  revive 
my  soul  and  to  preach  to  me  the  beauty  of  the 
world,  of  the  soul  of  man  and  of  God.  You 
will  perceive  how  the  sense  of  the  beautiful  has 
mastered  my  soul,  and  how  it  has  illuminated 
all  my  conceptions  for  time  and  eternity. 

But,  not  to  dwell  any  longer  on  myself,  let 
me  remind  you,  that  when  I  speak  of  Art,  I  do 

16 
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not  take  it  in  any  narrow  sense,  but  I  look 
upon  it  as  the  Philosophy  of  Purpose,  which 
treats  of  the  Trinity  of  the  Good,  the  True, 
and  the  Beautiful — in  one  grand  Unity,  em- 
bracing the  Moral,  the  Practical,  and  the  Fine 
Arts  all  summed  up  in  the  creation  of  Beauty, 
which  is  the  final  Purpose  of  Existence,  be- 
cause it  is  another  word  for  Perfection. 

For  this  reason  the  Beautiful  is  in  a  special 
manner  revealed  by  the  Fine  Arts  to  our 
aesthetic  sense,  the  Moral  Arts  to  our  religious 
sense,  and  the  Applied  Arts  to  our  practical 
sense ;  or  we  may  put  it  differently,  and  say 
that  Moral  worth  is  cultivated  by  the  heart 
and  we  become  Saints,  Truth  by  the  brain  and 
we  become  Scientists  or  Philosophers,  Beauty 
by  the  soul  and  we  become  Artists.  In  order 
to  make  a  perfect  character  all  three  should 
work  in  harmony. 

An  artistic  mind  has  an  innate  appreciation 
of  those  delicate  gradations  of  tone,  colour, 
form,  and  feeling,  with  the  delicacies  of  literary 
style.  The  Artist  is  the  grand  interpreter  of 
the  universe.  He  is  one  who  can  express  what 
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others  have  merely  felt.  All  Art  is  essentially 
one— each  branch  being  only  a  different  trans- 
lation or  manifestation,  it  may  be,  of  the  same 
idea,  while  each  language  has  its  own  peculiar 
capabilities  and  limits  to  which  it  must  con- 
form. If  you  recognise  this,  you  will  find  that 
nothing  of  the  beautiful  in  Nature  or  in  life  is 
actually  lost,  but  only  exchanged  for  greater 
beauty. 

Has  it  not  been  said  that  the  Artist  is  never 
truly  satisfied  with  his  work,  for  in  spite  of 
the  wonderful  triumphs  which  poets,  painters, 
sculptors,  and  other  artists  have  achieved,  yet 
the  soul  is  dissatisfied  with  them  all  as  finalities, 
because  it  is  greater  than  these  itself. 

The  soul  cherishes  visions  which  excel 
achievements  and  ideals  which  actualities  only 
seem  to  mock.  There  are  yearnings  after 
the  invisible,  the  ideal,  felt  in  the  wonder  and 
mystery  of  an  imaginative  inspiration.  The 
spirit  of  true  Art  is  nothing  but  love  and 
admiration.  To  see  the  soul — that  is  the 
culminating  glory  of  the  Artist,  and  this  is 
seen  in  the  realisation  of  Beauty. 
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The  true  Artist  sets  our  hearts  aflame  by 
the  music  of  his  thoughts  and  words,  or  the 
works  of  his  hand;  he  awakens  longings  and 
passions  for  the  ideal ;  he  makes  us  feel  the 
strength  and  attractiveness  of  the  beauty  of 
a  soul. 

In  the  production  of  every  Art  work  there 
may  therefore  be  traced  three  essential  pro- 
cesses of  mind :  the  creative  imagination,  the 
intellectual  insight  to  select,  refine,  and 
classify,  and  the  executive  capacity. 

Art  is  found  to  be  an  active  aid  in  satisfy- 
ing some  of  the  manifold  longings  of  the  soul. 
It  has  been  said  that  it  satisfies  the  longing 
for  romance  in  human  hearts ;  the  thirst  to 
view  things  nobler  than  we  find  them  around 
us;  the  yearning  for  companionship  with 
heroic  souls;  the  aspiration  to  behold  the 
world  with  deeper  intuitions ;  the  curiosity  to 
be  present  at  perilous  adventures  and  at  crises 
of  great  destinies ;  the  ideal  which  arouses  in 
us  illimitable  desires ;  the  spirit  of  contempla- 
tion, which  uses  Art  as  a  mirror  of  life. 
Beauty  has  also  a  useful  aspect,  because  it 
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helps  to  fill  the  hours  of  daily  life  with 
interest,  provides  elevating  and  refining  food 
for  thoughts,  and  helps  to  add  to  the  general 
sum  of  human  happiness  in  all  possible  ways. 
The  Beauty,  the  grandeur,  the  moral  teaching, 
the  spiritual  significance  of  the  world  around 
us  are  often  overlooked. 

Art  reveals  new  joys,  brings  to  light  in- 
exhaustible treasures  of  loveliness  which  the 
universe  contains ;  and  as  Nature  is  inexhaus- 
tible, so  Art  is  illimitable.  Art  also  is  bound 
up  with  man's  spiritual  forces. 

All  beauty  is  life  in  harmonious  form.  It 
is  God  expressing  Himself  to  us  in  the  relative, 
for  indeed  the  beautiful  is  the  essence  of  God. 

Everything  true  is  also  beautiful  in  its  root, 
and  likewise  everything  beautiful  is  also  es- 
sentially good.  There  has  been  a  wonderful 
growth  in  modern  times  of  the  love  of  the 
Beautiful.  It  is  seen  in  its  influence  in  the 
dwellings,  in  family  life,  in  society,  and  in 
the  religious  observances.  The  aim  to  have 
everything  beautiful  and  harmonious  begins  to 
pervade  the  whole  domain  of  civilised  life. 
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There  are  three  stages  in  the  feeling  for 
beauty :  the  ^sensuous  stage,  or  perception  of 
outward  beauty :  the  mental  stage,  or  per- 
ception of  the  symmetry,,.,!)!  form ;  and  the 
moral  stage,  or  perception  of  spiritual  beauty. 

Art  in  its  ultimate  analysis  is  the  expression 
of  Beauty.  We  may  therefore  state  that  if 
the  aim  of  Science  is  knowledge,  that  of  Phjll- 


osoghy.Jtruth,  and  that  of  Ileligipn^jjev.otion, 
so  the  aim  of  Art  is  to, create  Beauty.  Indeed, 
all  these  divisions  are  means  to  satisfy  man's 
cravings  for  completeness,  all  summed  up  in 
beauty  or  perfection. 

Art  is  but  a  faint  reflection  in  miniature  of 
the  beauty  already  sown  broadcast  over  the 
face  of  the  world.  It  is  also  the  world's 
spiritual  wealth,  and  it  wears  the  symbols  of 
Divine  Love.  Art  interprets  history,  religion, 
national  life.  It  becomes  the  revelation  of  the 
spirit  of  the  age.  Art  also  discovers  for  us 
new  beauties  in  our  everyday  life.  It  interprets 
for  us  thoughts,  feelings,  and  desires,  and  helps 
us  to  raise  our  soul  into  fuller  being.  Men 
turn  to  Art  to  record  their  successes,  their 
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rejoicings,  their  hopes,  and  also  their  sorrows. 
Art  should  also  be  used  to  advance  the  moral 
development  of  the  race,  it  should  have  a 
direct  bearing  upon  spiritual  development. 
Indeed,  as  has  been  pointed  out,  the  higher 
civilisation  only  accepts  Art  under  the  con- 
dition of  its  making  for  the  nobler  tendencies 
of  human  nature. 

We  jtnay  say  that  Art  is  the  beautiful  flower 
of  civilisation.  Your  country,  which  repre- 
sents the  foremost  civilised  nation  of  the  earth, 
should  therefore  cultivate  the  refined  and 
rational  enjoyment  of  the  beautiful  in  Nature 
and  Art.  Great  is  the  reward  of  that  country 
which  honours  Art  in  the  true  spirit,  for  Art 
withdraws  men  from  sensual  pleasures  to  a 
source  of  innocent  enjoyment ;  its  atmos- 
phere is  joy  and  peace ;  it  softens  the  heart, 
and  directs  the  mind  to  Nature's  Creator, 
whose  voice  uttered  this  beautiful  world  into 
existence. 

I  may  sum  up  by  saying  that  Art  is  the  de- 
pository of  life's  richest  intuitions,  its  deepest 
reflections,  and  its  purest  aspirations. 
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THE  DIVINE  ARTIST 

The  Beautiful  has  three  grades  or  orders  in 
its  priesthood  of  sacred  service. 

The  highest  rank  is  occupied  by  those  who 
live  the  life  of  spiritual  Beauty ;  these  are  the 
High  Priests  of  Art. 

Those  who  create  beauty  in  form,  colour, 
sound,  or  language  belong  to  the  second  order. 

The  third  order  is  composed  of  those  who 
execute  or  interpret  the  creation  of  others, 
whether  by  acting,  reciting,  engraving,  sing- 
ing, or  playing. 

My  remarks,  so  far,  have  had  special  refer- 
ence to  the  second  and  third  orders.  Before 
I  close  now  these  remarks,  let  me  dwell  for 
a  little  on  the  first  order,  upon  which  I 
place  most  value. 

The  lover  of  the  Beautiful  in  its  spiritual 
aspect  is  an  Artist  of  the  highest  rank,  for 
he  sets  before  himself  a  lofty  ideal  of  divine 
Beauty,  and  then  nobly  and  consistently  lives 
for  it,  sacrificing  everything  for  its  attainment. 

The  spiritual  Artist  idealises  the  moral  life, 


24  THE   FINE   ARTS   AS 

and  works  with  the  golden  threads  of  love  and 
truth  that  should  be  woven  into  every  human 
life  to  make  it  beautiful  and  like  God  Himself. 
His  life  will  be  replete  with  spiritual  signifi- 
cance, and  will  have  one  splendid  rhythm  beat- 
ing through  it  day  by  day. 

There  is  a  higher  beauty  than  the  beauty  of 
mere  sensuous  attractions;  there  is  its  moral 
expression.  Our  delight  should  rise  from  fair 
forms,  colours,  and  sounds  to  the  noble  beauty 
of  actions  and  ideas.  Beauty  in  its  strength 
is  seen  in  a  noble,  unselfish  character,  and  in 
the  glow  of  a  love  to  the  Divine  source  of  all 
things.  Such  beauty  spreads  joy  and  happi- 
ness everywhere,  even  in  the  dark  places  of  the 
earth.  The  longing  of  the  soul  for  beauty  is 
the  spark  of  divinity  within  us  which  appre- 
hends the  immanent  beloved  Divine  One.  The 

i 

more  we  approach  the  Divine  in  our  char- 
acters,  our  dispositions,  and  our  aims,  the 
more  beautiful  we  ourselves  become. 

The  seeking  soul  will  find  the  Divine  beauty 
everywhere,  and  will  come  to  realise  that  it  is 
in  the  presence  not  only  of  a  presiding  power, 
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a   vast   intelligence,   but    also   in   its   deepest 
aspect,  in  presence  of  a  divine  soul  of  beauty. 

This  Divine  Being  has  worked  out  His  mighty 
plan  in  creation  by  making  everything  perfect, 
or,  in  other  words,  supremely  beautiful.  This 
Avorld  is  in  very  deed  a  magnificently  organised 
system  of  beauty,  full  of  symmetry,  harmony, 
and  grace,  as  eternal  as  the  Divine  mind  of 
which  it  is  the  expression. 

Life  itself  is  an  Art,  for  in  the  inner  world 
of  the  soul's  life  there  are  struggles  for  the 
expression  of  Beauty,  just  as  the  Artist  at- 
tempts to  bring  out  the  beauty  of  the  outward 
world. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  sum  up  by  saying  that  \ 
the  manifestation  of  Art  is  an  effect  from  a  \ 
single  cause  which  is  the  creative  impulse,  the  \ 
desire  to  express  inner  thoughts  and  emotions. 
The  highest  Art  is  that  which  conveys  the 
greatest  beauty — for  the  beauty  of  the  Cosmos 
is  but  a  type  of  the  ineffable  loveliness  of  the 
Source  of  it  all. 


The  Drama  as  a  Vehicle 
of  Beauty 

FOLLOWING  up  my  last  letter,  I  give  you,  as 
desired,  a  short  summary  of  what  I  have  read 
and  thought  about  the  Drama,  seeing  that 
this  also  belongs  to  the  domain  of  the  Fine 
Arts,  and  is  therefore  a  vehicle  of  Beauty. 

First,  let  me  say  a  few  words  on  the  theatre, 
or  the  histrionic  Art.  One  of  your  Scottish 
poets  has  thus  expressed  the  Actor's  high 
vocation  as  a  combination  of  the  leading 
Arts : — 

For  ill  can  poetry  express 
Full  many  a  train  of  thought  sublime, 
And  painting,  mute  and  motionless, 
Steals  but  a  glimpse  from  time  ; 
But  by  the  mighty  Actor  brought, 
Illusion's  perfect  triumphs  come, 
Verse  ceases  to  be  voiceless — thought     . 
And  painting  to  be  dumb. 

26 
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As  regards  the  dramatic  author,  his  object 
is  to  exhibit  character,  to  lay  open  the  heart, 
and  to  excite  in  every  mind  corresponding 
emotions,  to  inspire  us,  as  the  case  may  be, 
with  hope,  fear,  pity,  terror,  love,  or  mirth. 

As  regards  the  Actor,  he  incarnates  in  a 
living  character  the  author's  disembodied 
thought,  making  himself  an  instrument, 
transforming  himself  body  and  soul  into  the 
author's  creation. 

As  regards  the  Stage  itself,  in  Copenhagen, 
where  it  is  supported  by  the  government,  it 
is  looked  upon  as  an  education.  Meant  for 
general  culture,  and  to  improve  the  standard 
of  manhood  and  womanhood,  the  stage  thus 
becomes  a  vital  factor  in  the  promotion  of 
civilisation. 

Looking  upon  it  from  another  point  of  view, 
we  may  say  that  the  essence  of  drama  is  a 
presentation  of  life  in  conflict — generally  moral 
or  social  conflict.  There  is  beauty  in  a  heroic 
action,  and  loveliness  in  a  life  devoted  to  a 
lofty  end.  We  stand  in  rapt  admiration  at 
the  spectacle  of  the  courageous  struggle  of  a 
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heroic  life  in  the  cause  of  freedom,  truth,  or 
in  the  sweeter  service  of  love. 

The  drama  should  have  a  moral  aim  (say 
virtue,  love,  truth,  faithfulness,  heroism,  de- 
votion, or  even  religion  itself)  as  its  outstand- 
ing lesson.  It  is  an  expression  of  the  human 
spirit,  a  mirror  of  human  nature,  reflecting 
the  moods,  passions,  and  problems  of  society 
in  all  ages,  and  the  ideals  that  are  uplifted  or 
depressed.  Life  itself  is  a  progressive  drama, 
of  which  we  may  say  that  only  the  first  act  is 
played  on  this  stage  of  our  existence. 

The  theatre  was  to  the  wise  Greek  the  most 
potent  of  all  opportunities  for  teaching  mor- 
ality and  manners.  It  should  be  the  same 
for  us. 

We  may  say  that  the  Drama  is  poetry  in  its 
highest,  its  most  suggestive,  as  well  as  its 
most  compact  form.  It  places  the  joys,  sor- 
rows, passions,  fears,  struggles,  temptations, 
triumphs,  that  are  the  essence  of  poetry,  in 
living,  acting  representation  before  us,  and 
thus  inspires  us  with  vivid  sympathy  for  the 
passion  or  emotion  of  the  scene.  Therefore, 
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the  Drama  will    always  exercise  an    influence 
over  an  educated  people. 

The  theatre  fills  a  void,  for  the  necessity  of 
our  nature  to  escape  from  the  monotony  of  our 
existence  finds  an  outlet  in  the  Drama,  which 
it  can  hardly  find  anywhere  else.  The  earnest 
and  the  romantic  in  passion  and  emotion  are 
presented  there,  as  well  as  the  noble  and 
beautiful  in  life  and  character. 

In  proportion  as  the  national  taste  becomes 
refined  and  ennobled,  will  the  objects  of  a  more 
refined  utility  be  achieved,  by  implanting  or 
fostering  elevated  and  purifying  sympathies, 
and  by  educating  the  tastes  of  the  masses  for 
the  beautiful  and  the  noble  in  feeling  and 
thought,  in  expression,  and  even  in  motion 
and  gesture. 

When  we  are  accustomed  to  seeing  the 
beauty  of  noble  life,  elevated  character,  and 
refined  manners,  we  shall  shrink  from  the 
mean,  the  vicious,  and  the  ungrateful.  We 
shall  learn  to  pursue  with  noble  ambition 
or  aspiration  whatever  is  beautiful,  pure, 
and  good.  We  shall  then  approach  nearer 
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and  nearer  the  perfection  of  the  individual 
in  national  virtue,  collective  charity,  uncom- 
plaining work,  and  good  citizenship. 

Let  me  say  a  few  words  about  the  Actor. 
An  actor  needs  all  his  enthusiasm,  all  the  re- 
liance on  his  own  ideal  of  his  art,  to  sustain  him. 
The  human  heart  in  all  its  phases  of  power 
and  weakness  is  the  kingdom  of  the  actor.  He 
wields  an  influence  over  the  hearts  of  others. 
He  inspires  and  illuminates  with  eye,  voice, 
and  language ;  he  fascinates,  subdues,  exalts, 
charms,  inspires,  alarms,  distracts,  and  sways 
his  audience  with  the  vivid  image  of  some  lofty 
character  that  may  affect  his  audience  bene- 
ficially for  ever. 

The  stage,  if  true  to  its  vocation  to  mirror 
life,  must  present  tragic  plays,  for  the  tragic  in 
one  form  or  another  is  a  normal  condition,  an 
inevitable  element  in  every  single  life.  To  the 
young  Life  may  be  a  comedy,  but  to  the  aged 
it  is  generally  more  of  a  tragedy,  and  to  the 
thoughtful  it  partakes  of  both. 

Life  has  indeed  the  touch  of  the  tragic,  for 
all  over  the  realms  of  thought,  of  affectionate 
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relation,  of  conscience,  and  of  moral  life,  the 
seeds  of  tragedy  are  sown. 

Human  nature  is  exposed  to  the  tragic,  be- 
cause it  has  been  planned  and  framed  for  the 
heroic,  which  is  one  aspect  of  a  beautiful 
character.  It  is  the  tragic  in  life  which 
stamps  every  one  with  the  hall-mark  of  an 
eternal  distinction.  When  the  soul  accepts 
the  element  of  the  tragic  in  life,  it  has 
attained  the  ground  of  immortal  hope. 

The  histrionic  Art  is  thus  a  mighty  engine 
for  good  or  evil,  but  as  a  rule  it  has  a  whole- 
some and  elevating  influence  on  the  minds  of 
the  audiences,  at  least  in  the  Dramas  with 
which  I  am  acquainted  in  Denmark. 

I  must  confess,  however,  that  heavy  tragedies 
were  always  too  great  a  strain  upon  my  feelings, 
and  therefore  I  patronised,  when  at  home, 
chiefly  light  comedies,  by  which  I  could  be 
amused,  where  I  could  get  a  good  laugh,  and 
leave  the  place  in  the  best  of  humours ;  for, 
as  we  are  made  for  joy,  we  ought  to  realise 
that  by  mirth  and  innocent  amusements  the 
soul  is  benefited  in  every  way,  and  therefore  that 
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these  are  necessary  for  our  well-being  and  happi- 
ness. Indeed,  nothing  is  so  healthy  as  a  good 
laugh,  therefore  it  is  wise  to  introduce  a  little 
merriment  in  people's  otherwise  prosaic  lives. 

Acting  includes  operatic  singing  and  ex- 
pressive dancing.  The  latter  has  been  likened  to 
poetry  in  motion,  on  account  of  its  harmony, 
and  to  music,  on  account  of  its  measured  move- 
ments. Now,  grace  and  charm  are  some  of  the 
chief  objects  of  the  dance.  Among  ancient 
nations  dancing  was  employed  regularly  as  an 
expression  of  religious  feeling.  Nowadays,  it  is 
cultivated  as  an  agreeable  amusement,  an  elegant 
exhibition,  and  a  healthy,  delightful  exercise. 

Dancing  should  never  degenerate  to  a  mere 
display  of  skill  and  agility  at  the  expense  of 
grace,  modesty,  and  those  laws  of  beauty  which 
ought  always  to  remain  the  chief  objects  of 
dancing.  A  Dance  in  the  East  is  essentially, 
a  solo  and  a  spectacle,  a  series  of  attitudes, 
supple  in  movement,  harmonious  in  contour. 
A  Dance  in  the  West,  on  the  other  hand, 
suggests  grace,  liveliness,  agility,  and  often 
bewitching  charms.  It  gives  expression  to  one 
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or  other  natural  human  emotions,  chiefly 
joyous  feelings  and  gaiety.  The  Ballet  at 
Copenhagen  is  deservedly  held  in  high  esteem. 
The  same  applies  to  that  at  St.  Petersburg. 
These  are  the  only  two  with  which  I  am  ac- 
quainted, but  I  believe  that  the  Ballet  in 
London  holds  also  a  high  place.  The  Panto- 
mimes there  are  said  to  be  veritable  fairy-lands 
of  beauty  and  splendour.  I  am  very  sorry 
that  I  shall  not  live  to  see  them. 

Let  me  now  conclude,  as  I  begin  to  feel  ex- 
hausted, and  only  add  that  the  modern  opera 
combines  the  many  attractions  of  orchestral 
music,  grand  scenic  displays,  beautiful  cos- 
tumes, singers  as  the  actors,  choruses,  and 
dancers. 

Thus,  all  the  senses  are  charmed;  the  im- 
agination is  stirred  by  the  music  and  the 
dancing;  the  eye  is  fascinated  by  decorative 
magnificence;  the  ear  is  delighted  by  music 
and  singing,  and  the  mind  moved  to  its  depth 
by  the  acting  and  the  combined  effects  of  the 
whole  play.  No  wonder,  therefore,  that  an 
opera  touches  the  heart  more  fervently  than  a 
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picture.  It  addresses  not  only  the  imagination 
and  the  emotions,  but  also  the  understanding. 

Thus  the  creation  of  a  real  work  of  histrionic 
Art,  such  as  an  opera,  or  a  drama,  is  a  revel- 
ation of,  and  a  medium  to  exhibit,  beauty. 
We  come  to  feel  powerfully  the  enchantment 
of  this  beautiful  Art.  The  mission  of  the 
Drama  is  accomplished  when  we  take  to  heart 
the  lesson  it  conveys  for  a  higher,  a  purer,  and 
a  better  life.  In  Drama,  the  spectator  watches 
the  exhibition  of  those  forces  of  which  he  is 
conscious  in  his  own  person,  and  of  that  restless 
energy  which  brings  him  sometimes  into  re- 
lationship with,  and  sometimes  in  antagonism 
to,  his  fellows.  He  sees  his  faults,  his  errors, 
his  feelings,  his  vices  portrayed ;  also,  in  his 
higher  moods,  his  power  of  self- sacrifice,  hero- 
ism, his  innate  nobility,  and  thus  he  gets  a 
calmer  contemplation  of  mortal  destinies. 

We  look  to  the  Drama  for  an  interpretation 
and  a  philosophy  of  life.  It  is  an  Art,  a  recre- 
ation, and  an  education. 

The  Drama  is  also  the  expression  of  man's 
feelings  for  action,  for  life  reaches  its  ultimate 
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in  great  actions.  In  Greece,  dramatic  repre- 
sentation stood  largely  for  our  idea  of  the 
religious  service. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  say  that  the  influence 
of  the  stage,  artistic,  ethical,  social,  and 
educative,  has  never  been  greater  than  it  is 
now.  It  is  a  high  aim  to  mirror  forth  life  so 
as  to  foster  all  that  is  noble,  beautiful,  good, 
and  true  in  human  nature,  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  expose  the  misery  and  ruin  which  await 
those  who  swerve  from  the  right  path.  Thus 
the  stage  becomes  a  powerful  aid  in  developing 
and  fostering  the  life  of  moral  and  spiritual 
beauty  in  the  world. 


Music  as  a  Vehicle  of  Beauty 

TO-DAY  the  sun  is  so  bright  and  warm  that 
I  feel  stronger,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  give 
you  quite  a  long  letter  about  Music  which 
was  one  of  my  favourite  studies,  not  so  much 
in  theory  as  in  playing  on  my  instrument 
when  I  was  in  good  health. 

Music  can  be  looked  at,  like  everything 
else,  from  different  standpoints.  Science,  for 
instance,  looks  upon  Music  as  illustrating  the 
theory  of  numbers  and  the  vibration  of  sound 
waves.  Indeed,  it  is  a  most  interesting  study, 
in  which  the  immortal  Helmholtz  excelled, 
but  I  confess  that  it  was  too  deep  for  me  to 
understand  thoroughly. 

However,  let  me  remind  you  in  a  word, 
that  sound  is  the  substratum  to  all  the  other 
elements  of  sensation,  for  as  the  key  to 
growth  and  development  lies  in  motion,  so 
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the  character  of  motion  is  contained  in  the 
mystery  of  sound.  The  ears  being  avenues  to 
the  soul  are  like  two  harps,  each  having  more 
than  7000  strings.  Each  harp  has  a  range 
of  about  eleven  octaves,  and  can  distinguish 
sounds  reaching  from  16 J  to  38,000  vibrations 
a  second.  While  an  ordinary  ear  can  dis- 
tinguish about  1000  shades  of  sound  in  the 
scale,  the  ear  of  a  trained  musician  is  said  to 
distinguish  nearly  5000. 

It  is  a  wonderful  process  by  which  sound  is 
carried  through  the  ears  to  the  brain,  where  the 
mind  builds  up  the  sensation  of  sound,  and  in 
this  way  the  music  of  heaven,  or  the  melodies 
of  love,  beauty,  and  joy  are  conveyed  to  the 
responsive  soul.  Music  is  only  a  sweet  sound, 
but  in  that  sound,  seven  notes  lie  hidden 
until  revealed  to  our  ears.  The  eighth  note 
is  but  a  repetition  of  the  first,  and  the 
beginning  of  another  seven. 

The  existence  of  beauty  in  Music  as  an  art 
consists  in  acoustic  principles,  and  depends 
on  the  presence  of  the  same  element  of  arith- 
metical limitations.  The  power  of  rhythm 
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affects  the  nervous  system,  hence  an  impulse 
to  keep  time  to  an  air,  or  to  set  our  whole 
body  in  motion,  as  in  dancing,  in  obedience 
to  the  rhythmical  influence  of  music.  We 
find  that  harmony  is  symmetrical  beauty,  and 
may  be  regarded  as  unity,  or  Music  at  rest. 
Melody  represents  the  principle  of  motion 
and  variety,  and  embodies  the  beauty  of  ex- 
pression and  of  life. 

I  have  no  intention  whatever  to  write  you 
from  my  sick-room  a  treatise  on  Music,  but 
will  just  give  you  a  chat  on  the  subject,  con- 
veying to  you  an  outline  of  what  others  have 
expressed,  as  well  as  my  own  ideas,  just  to 
pass  the  time,  and  perhaps  interest  you  a 
little,  and  induce  you  to  study  Music  as  a 
vehicle  of  beauty,  which,  as  you  know,  is  the 
chief  object  I  have  in  writing  you  at  all. 

You  will  find  that  there  is  a  perfect  analogy 
between  the  principles  of  Music  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  form,  with  the  complete  dependence 
of  both  upon  the  primal  law  of  numerical  pro- 
portion. This  will  lead  to  the  unveiling  of 
the  grand  law  of  harmony,  which  will  ulti- 
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asl 


mately  be  found  to  pervade  the    Cosmos   a 
well  as  the  single  province  of  formal  beauty 

Music  is  a  succession  of  rhythms,  melodies, 
and  harmonies.  It  belongs  to  the  sphere  of 
emotions  which  lie  beyond  the  ken  of  Science. 

God  speaks  through  Nature  in  the  roar  of 
mighty  waterfalls,  the  reverberations  of  the 
thunder,  the  music  of  the  sea,  the  song  of  the 
birds,  the  hum  of  the  insect  world,  the  laughter 
of  a  child,  the  oratories  and  anthems  of  the 
composers,  and  through  each  gives  to  the  re- 
sponsive soul  revelations  of  Himself,  of  His 
majesty,  power,  joy,  perfection,  and  glory. 

The  Divine  Musician,  whose  nature  and 
being  is  fulness  of  Beauty,  has,  as  it  were,  in 
this  wonderful  instrument  we  call  the  Cosmos, 
limited  Himself  to  the  range  of  certain  stops. 
The  Composer,  who  is  also  the  Executant, 
touches  a  few  of  the  keys,  and,  behold,  seeming 
discords  unite  in  sweetest  harmony ;  for  there  is 
a  unity  of  design,  so  that  all  combine  to  pro- 
duce one  general  effect  of  matchless  beauty  in 
the  tone  world,  thus  symbolising  that  there  is 
a  soul  of  beauty,  and  therefore  of  overflow- 
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ing  goodness,  even  in  things  we  call  imperfect 
or  evil,  which  to  us  are  the  lower  stages  of 
existence. 

In  Nature  all  is  vibrant  as  a  harp,  and  our 
spirits  are  permeated  with  a  sense  of  music. 
The  musical  soul  alone  can  realise  to  some  ex- 
tent the  harmonious  blending  of  all  the  various 
parts  into  one  perfectly  beautiful  whole,  as  it 
existed  in  the  mind  of  the  Divine  Composer. 
God  is  slowly  evolving  higher  harmonies  and 
deeper  happiness  out  of  discord  and  apparent 
confusion. 

The  divinely  ordained  laws  of  sound  ever 
tend  to  perpetuate  what  is  agreeable,  and 
to  check  what  is  inharmonious.  All  the 
sweetest  sounds  are  produced  by  the  simplest 
means. 

The  law  of  sympathy  which  pervades  the 
Cosmos  shows  itself  also  in  the  tone  world,  for 
every  sounding  body  has  a  tendency  to  excite 
an  identical  velocity  of  vibration  and  an  iden- 
tical note. 

To  the  question,  What  is  Music  ?  we  may  say 
that  scientific  explanations  cannot  touch  more 
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than  the  mechanical  motion  of  the  sound  waves, 
and  the  receptive  mechanism  of  the  ear  and 
the  brain.  The  soul  is  musical,  and  therefore 
there  is  Music  where  there  is  harmony  or 
proportion.  Music  is  therefore  the  language 
of  the  Emotions.  What  seems  to  us  partial 
discord,  contributes,  as  I  said  before,  to  a 
perfect  result. 

There  is  indeed  a  rhythm  pervading  the 
Cosmos.  It  is  Nature's  music :  the  end  is 
divine  harmony.  Let  us  therefore  play  our 
part  in  the  illimitable  symphony  of  cosmic 
life  not  as  a  discord,  but  as  a  harmony. 

Although  Music  can  be  treated  from  a 
mathematical  standpoint,  yet  every  one  feels 
that  this  is  only  a  partial  explanation,  and 
that  Music  is  chiefly  aglow  with  sentiment  and 
emotion,  and  that  it  opens  up  a  world  of  its 
own.  It  is  an  intuition  to  the  ear,  and  a 
voice  to  the  soul  of  man. 

In  like  manner  it  is  with  the  Cosmos,  it  too 
can  be  partially  explained  in  terms  of  mathe- 
matical and  mechanical  laws,  but  how  poor, 
how  incomplete  is  this  conception  compared 


42          MUSIC   AS   A  VEHICLE   OF   BEAUTY 

to  the  one  which  looks  upon  it  as  a  Cosmos 
of  life,  love,  joy,  and  beauty  through  and 
through. 

The  human  soul,  and,  indeed,  the  whole 
system  of  things  is  constructed,  as  it  were, 
upon  musical  principles,  which  impart  to  it  a 
constitutional  tendency  towards  harmony  and 
happiness,  thus  preaching  to  humanity  the 
sweet  gospel  of  cheerfulness  and  beauty. 

Perfect  Music  is  the  highest  mode  of  the 
souFs  affirmation  that  the  Cosmos,  as  a 
whole,  is  absolutely  beautiful  and  perfect,  just 
as  is  the  source  of  it.  Is  it  not  lamblicus  who 
wrote  ages  and  ages  ago  ?— 

The  sublime  symphonies  of  the  world,  and 
the  universal  harmony  and  consonance 
of  the  spheres  and  the  stars  that 
are  moved  through  them,  produce  a 
fuller  and  more  intense  melody  than 
is  ever  heard  on  the  earth  bv  human 

tt 

ears. 

And  as  for  ourselves,  what  lesson  does  Music 
teach  the  seeking  soul  ?  An  English  poet  sings 
thus : — 
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We  shall  be  notes  in  that  great  symphony 

Whose   cadence   circles  through   the  rhythmic 
spheres, 

And  all  the  live  world's  throbbing  heart  shall  be 
One  with  our  heart — the  stealthy,  creeping  years 

Have  lost  their  terrors  now.     We  shall  not  die, 
The  universe  itself  shall  be  our  immortality. 

If  Poetry  stirs  the   emotions  by  means  of 

•/  *"  i   -•  i  ^-.    *•  *  ••*y   '•* 

thought,  Music  rouses  thought  by  means  of 
the  emotions,  for  Music  is  the  artistic  ex- 
pression, by  means  of  the  sympathies  which 
are  suggested  by  modulated  sounds  of  all  the 
emotions  of  our  nature.  Music  sways  and  is 
swayed  by  the  feelings.  It  is  the  exponent 
and  the  enchantress  of  the  passions — the 
noble,  the  sublime,  the  terrible,  and  the 
pitiful.  It  deepens,  refines,  and  intensifies 
all  sympathies  and  emotions  of  our  nature. 

The  strange  capacity  we  have  for  being 
affected  by  melody  and  harmony  imply  both 
that  it  is  within  the  possibilities  of  our  nature 
to  realise  those  intenser  delights  they  dimly 
suggest,  and  that  they  are  in  some  way  con- 
cerned in  the  realisation  of  them.  Music,  as 
expressing  higher  and  higher  harmonies,  is 
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thus  an  aid  to  the  achievement  of  that  higher 
happiness  which  it  shadows  forth  in  the  vague 
feelings  of  felicity  and  impressions  of  an  un- 
known ideal  life.  The  delight  of  Music  is  to 
us  a  warrant  that  beyond  present  individuality 
there  is  a  state  of  exuberant  bliss,  so  that  the 
goal  of  our  existence  must  be  sought  in  an 
expanded  individuality.  To  man  have  been 
vouchsafed  visions  of  ideal  beauty  which  he 
has  endeavoured  to  realise  now  in  one  form 
of  life  and  art,  and  now  in  another.  Of  these 
Arts,  there  is  one  (that  of  tone)  whereby  the 
abstract  is  made  real  and  the  ideal  attained. 

If  there  is  one  thought  of  greater  solace  to 
the  mind  than  others,  it  is  that  of  continual 
progress,  and  of  all  Arts  Music  best  illustrates 
this  principle.  Music  is  therefore  worthy  to 
be  the  chorister  of  faith,  hope,  and  love,  the 
trinity  of  man's  emotions. 

The  Musician  hears  the  throb  of  humanity, 
the  passionate  desire  to  attain  the  Ideal  and 
the  Beautiful,  which  is  the  earnest  desire  of 
all  existence.  It  has  been  said  that  every 
atom  of  matter  in  the  Universe  is  set  to 
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Music,  and  indeed  the  movements  of  the 
atoms  that  constitute  material  substance  are 
regulated  by  the  rhythm  of  sound.  The 
Cosmos  is  embodied  Music,  everything  from 
the  atom  to  the  highest  forms  of  life  being- 
united  by  the  universal  medium  of  Harmony. 

Music  has  a  stupendous  influence  over  the 
moral  forces  of  the  world,  thus  equipping 
humanity  with  a  new  lever  for  raising  the 
soul  heavenward. 

God,  who  strung  the  great  harp  of  exist-  \ 
ence  with  all  its  wonderful  chords  and  attuned 
them  one  to  the  other,  is  the  great  Composer 
of  Life.  He  has  wrought  His  Music  with  few 
notes.  What  melody  will  result  when  all  the 
harmonies  are  evoked  ? 


Life,  a  Discipline  to  evolve 
Spiritual  Beauty 

DURING  the  last  two  clays  and  nights,  I  have 
been  unable  to  exert  myself  in  the  slightest 
degree,  unable  even  to  lift  my  pen,  but  this 
evening  I  feel  able  to  sit  up,  and  will  spend 
it  in  answering  your  last  welcome  letter.  I 
shall  follow  up  what  I  began  in  an  earlier 
letter  bearing  upon  the  soul's  beauty.  Life 
is  a  discipline  to  evolve  this. 

The  Cosmos,  in  which  we  find  ourselves  as 
passing  voyagers,  we  realise  best  as  a  training 
place,  a  world  which  in  its  highest  sense  is 
a  world  of  moral  and  spiritual  discipline. 
Hence,  all  is  bustle,  pressure,  apparent  cross 
purposes,  sufferings,  incessant  and  often  heart- 
less struggles.  Yet,  a  lofty  purpose  underlies 
all  this,  for  it  is  the  working  out  of  ever 
higher  issues :  it  is  the  place  where  eternal 
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character  is  formed.  This  is  a  progressive 
work.  To  imitate  the  beloved  and  beautiful 
God,  means  to  be  identified  in  the  principles 
which  underlie  His  adorable  character.  It 
takes  time  for  souls  as  well  as  for  seeds  and 
trees  to  come  to  perfection. 

Beauty  of  character  must  be  shown  by 
moral  courage,  which  is  the  most  difficult  kind 
of  courage  to  acquire.  This  alone  enables  us 
to  resist  the  cravings  of  the  lower  nature. 
Such  a  character  is  wealth,  and  wealth  of 
the  divinest  kind.  This  is  a  treasure  to  be 
coveted,  and  all  who  are  in  earnest  and  are 
consecrated  to  the  Highest,  whether  rich  or 
poor,  may  acquire  it.  Character  is  moral  order 
seen  through  individual  existence.  Character, 
more  than  intellect,  has  been  the  controlling 
force  in  the  record  of  our  race,  and  the  ascen- 
dancy of  the  moral  and  spiritual,  over  all  other 
characteristics  of  mankind  is  plainly  evident. 

Spirituality  is  shown  in  the  life  of  service, 
the  growth  of  peace,  the  dominion  of  love. 
It  uplifts  all  conduct,  purifies  all  thought, 
carries  the  spiritual  consciousness  and  devo- 
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tion  to  a  high  ideal  of  beauty  into  everything 
we  say,  or  do,  or  think.  If  we  are  joined  by 
love  to  the  Highest,  we  become  conscious  of 
our  profound  relationship  to  Him,  and  through 
Him  to  the  Transcendental  world,  the  objec- 
tive world,  and  the  world  of  humanity. 

We  are  nearest  our  mark  if  we  view  the 
Cosmos  as  well  as  humanity,  and  indeed  the 
Transcendental  existence  also,  as  a  progressive 
process.  This  is  the  profoundest  conception, 
remembering  that  the  temporal  is  organically 
related  to  the  eternal.  In  fact,  regard  the 
entire  Universe  as  an  organism,  including  all 
realms,  i.e.  a  living  relation  of  parts  working 
for  a  common  end.  Existence  itself  is  made 
possible  only  through  the  co-presence,  co-opera- 
tion, and  co-activity  of  all  the  parts.  Life  is 
an  abstraction  of  Reality,  the  same  as  Matter 
is.  The  Reality  is  an  indivisible  entirety, 
all  else  are  abstractions  from  it.  There  are 
innumerable  relations,  so  that  the  whole 
system,  ourselves  included,  is  an  interacting 
whole,  in  ever-changing  relations,  to  bring  out 
in  greater  and  greater  fulness,  the  pure  joy 
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of  existence  which  makes  true  life  attractive 
by  its  very  radiance  and  beauty. 

The  earthly  battle  of  life,  if  waged  in  the 
proper  spirit  and  for  love's  sake,  tends  to  bring 
out  all  that  is  brave  and  good  within  us. 

We  cannot  all  live  in  palaces  here,  but  we 
can  all  live  in  the  kingdom  of  Beauty,  which 
leads  to  fairer  mansions  than  earth  has  ever 
seen.  The  exaltation  of  it  will  be  our  future 
dowry,  and  of  which  we  may  have  the  fore- 
taste and  delight  already  here. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  real  question  is  not 
whether  we  are  rich  or  successful  in  worldly 
affairs,  but  whether  we  have  learned  to  see 
further,  to  feel  deeper,  to  strike  from  the 
universe  richer  harmonies ;  for  treasures  of 
thought  and  feeling  are  of  more  value  than 
riches  or  position  in  life.  Life  is  such  a 
precious  gift  that  we  must  try  to  learn  its 
true  import  and  its  full  significance.  Life  is 
an  earnest  business,  and  a  high  ideal  of  life 
nerves  us  for  noble  action  and  faithful  service. 
Let  us  take  courage  in  the  thought  that  the 

Divine  has  begun  His  work  in  our  souls.     We 

I) 
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cannot  imagine  that  any  design  or  work  of 
God  will  be  left  unfinished,  hence  we  have 
another  argument,  that  this  life  is  not  the  end 
of  us  but  only  the  ^.rst  faltering  steps  of  an 
endless  career,  as  we  assimilate  more  of  the 
Divine  Life,  thus  evolving  in  ever  higher  de- 
grees His  glory  and  beauty. 

From  all  that  I  have  written,  if  you  agree 
with  the  views  expressed,  it  will  follow  that 
the  Greeks  were  right  when  they  saw  life  every- 
where in  Nature  clothed  in  supreme  and  im- 
mortal beauty,  each  manifestation  having  a 
form  peculiarly  its  own. 

Not  only  from  our  limited  standpoint  does 
life  exist,  but  whenever  our  imagination 
stretches  and  beyond  it,  every  molecule,  every 
cell,  every  atom  possesses  a  life  which  stands 
for  beauty,  harmony,  and  happiness.  Life  is 
found  everywhere,  not  stationary,  but  always 
in  motion  towards  higher  expression. 

Higher,  ever  higher,  is  the  aspiration  of 
all,  so  as  to  become  more  in  touch  with  the 
Highest.  It  was  the  Jewish  reformer  who 
announced  the  great  command  from  on  high  : — 
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"  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all 
thine  heart  and  with  all  thy  soul  and  with  all 
thy  might."  But  as  a  poet  has  truly  said  :  "  No 
force  divine  can  love  compel."  Therefore,  the 
command  to  love  God  is  inoperative  until  the 
soul  realises  that  God  by  His  wonderful  beauty 
is  worthy  of  man's  love.  It  is  then  only  that 
the  command  is  obeyed,  and  then  it  be- 
comes at  once  a  necessity  and  also  a  joy  of 
man's  nature. 

Life  is  joy.. Ev^y  sensp.  is  an  avenue  of 

perpetual  pleasure  to  fill  our  hearts  with  love. 
We  thirst  for  life,  for  the  preservation  of  our 
personal  existence,  its  continuance,  its  welfare, 
and  its  further  evolution.  True  life  is  found 
not  in  isolation  but  in  fellowship.  To  find  our 
true  life  we  must  co-operate  with  other  lives. 
Vicarious  suffering  is  a  deep  law  of  life,  in- 
wrought into  man's  structure,  and  this  is  the 
true  meaning  of  atonement.  Life  is  rendered 
noble  not  so  much  by  isolated  great  sacrifices 
or  duties  as  in  little  things.  Smiles  and 
kindnesses  and  small  obligations  are  what 
win  the  hearts  of  men.  There  is  no  wealth 
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like  life  with  all  its  powers  of  love,  joy,  and 
wonder. 

It  is  the  tendency  of  life  always  and  every- 
where to  seek  for  higher  expression.  The 
yearnings  of  the  soul  for  a  higher  life  will 
assuredly  be  fulfilled.  Its  aspirations  towards 
perfection  and  the  realisation  of  the  Divine  life 
will  be  satisfied.  Eternal  life  is  the  highest 
life  of  which  man  is  capable  here  and  here- 
after. This  life  begins  now.  It  does  not  refer 
simply  to  duration ;  quality  of  life  rather  is 
its  chief  meaning,  freedom  from  the  conditions 
of  time  and  space.  Although  the  transitory 
elements  suffer  and  die,  the  abiding  and 
eternal  are  liberated  and  are  saved. 

What  is  so  precious  as  life  ?  what  is  so 
beautiful  ?  In  morality  nothing  is  sound 
that  does  not  tend  to  life.  In  Art  nothing- 
beautiful  that  does  not  suggest  life.  In 
Religion  nothing  is  of  value  that  does  not 
reveal  life. 

Life  may  be  defined  in  its  ideal  as  the 
capacity  for  conscious  fellowship,  the  value 
of  the  life  being  in  proportion  to  the  range 
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and  dignity  of  the  fellowship  of  which  it 
is  capable.  What  unknown  possibilities  of 
such  life  lie  in  that  measureless  extension  of 
space,  where  worlds  are  sprinkled  as  dust  of 
gold.  Beyond  and  above  all  that  is  visible 
are  fields  of  creation  gloriously  beautiful. 

Here  is  the  eternal  life  begun  (the  first  dawn 
of  love  in  the  heart  to  God  the  Beautiful) 
which  is  continuous  amidst  the  fleeting  forms 
and  the  temporary  tenements  which  it  makes 
use  of  during  the  process  of  ascending  to 
higher  and  stabler  forms.  We  shall  have 
another  environment,  a  spiritual  realm  in 
which  God  is  the  centre,  and  Love  the  at- 
mosphere, Beauty  the  light.  We  shall  be 
dominated  by  lofty  principles  and  anchored 
in  eternal  truths.  There  beauty  will  be  a 
universal  presence,  not  confined  to  forms, 
colours,  tones,  movements,  but  shedding  a 
light  and  grace  on  thought  and  feeling,  on 
character  and  action,  for  Beauty  is  the 
effulgence  of  the  Divine  nature. 

I  will  close  by  quoting  some  lines  of  the  late 
Miss  Proctor,  which  express  my  thoughts  on 
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life  and  love  better  than  I  could  possibly  write 
them  myself: — 

Life  is  only  bright  when  it  proceedeth 
Towards  a  truer,  deeper  life  above  ; 

Human  Love  is  sweetest  when  it  leadeth 
To  a  more  divine  and  perfect  love. 


Love,  the  Offspring  of  Beauty 


IN  my  last  letter  I  wrote  about  life  as  a  dis- 
cipline to  evolve  Beauty;  to-day  I  intend  to 
write  about  Love  as  the  offspring  of  Beauty. 

I  elect  to  set  forth  on  this  occasion  a  few 
thoughts  (rather  than  a  formal  essay)  con- 
cerning Love  and  Beauty.  Perhaps  thoughts 
such  as  these  which  follow  may  gain  by  such 
a  method  of  presentment. 

The  Art  of  Being  is  Love  in  its  most 
refined,  idealised,  and  exquisite  form.  Love, 
however,  is  not  only  the  essence  of  Being,  but 
should  also  be  the  essence  of  Doing. 

Love,  if  it  be  true  Love,  can  but  endure,  for 
Love  is  the  conqueror,  and  possession  is  the 
true  end  of  Love. 

Love  and  Life  go  hand  in  hand.  Love  is 
the  supreme  thing  in  life. 

There  is  nothing  Love  cannot  transform. 
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The  beauty  of  Love  lies  in  its  permanence. 

Love  influences  and  changes  the  lives  of  all, 
and  without  Love  no  true  happiness  exists. 

Love  endures  when  it  becomes  the  ministry 
of  existence. 

Love  is  the  imperishable  treasure  of  the 
higher  world. 

The  poet  of  Love  is  the  spokesman  of  our 
race,  and  he  clings  to  the  spiritual  aspect  of 
the  Cosmos,  for  Love  is  one  of  the  greatest 
instruments  of  Nature. 

Poetry  and  science  tell  us  that  colour,  song, 
beautiful  forms  are  all  of  Love,  that  all  beauty 
is  of  Love.  The  converse  is  also  true — that 
all  Love  springs  from  beauty  in  one  form  or 
other. 

The  secret  of  domestic  happiness  is  to  hold 
fast  the  Love  of  home,  live  a  life  of  simplicity 
and  appreciation  of  all  the  beautiful  things  of 
Nature  which  are  so  richly  strewn  about  us. 

Love  is  the  dearest  thing  on  earth,  but  it 
shows  that  its  home  is  not  here,  by  the  yearn- 
ings for  the  perfect  Love  of  eternity. 

Human  nature  seeks  completion  in  Love. 
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Love  destroys  selfishness,  the  root  of  every 
I  other  evil  quality. 

Love  stimulates  the  powers  of  the  mind. 
The  soul  is  expanded  under  the  influence  of 
Love  and  great  ambitions  ennoble  the  life. 
Our  nature  craves  for  the  sunshine  of  Love. 

Seek  only  to  benefit  and  be  benefited  by 
the  influence  of  Love. 

The  mightiest  force  in  life  is  Love. 

Whatever  we  love,  or  admire,  or  reverence, 
we  desire  to  perpetuate. 

We  manifest  our  Love  by  sacrifice,  thus  we 
strike  the  chord  that  unites  all  hearts. 

Love  hallows  every  spot,  however  mean ; 
Love  beautifies  every  scene,  however  poor; 
Love  magnifies  every  form,  however  lowly. 

God's  Love  awakens  our  Love. 

A  test  of  life  is  that  others  are  helped, 
cheered,  strengthened,  or  comforted  by  the 
things  in  us  which  are  beautiful,  good,  and 
lovable. 

To  live  is  to  love,  for  Love  is  God's  very 
nature.  We  begin  to  live  only  when  we  begin 
to  love. 
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Love  seeks  to  give,  to  minister,  to  be  of  use, 
to  do  good  to  others,  for  true  loving  is  not 
receiving  but  giving,  being  a  blessing,  doing 
others  good.  Hence  we  should  be  watchful  of 
our  influence  over  others,  lest  it  is  hurtful.  In 
giving  happiness,  we  receive  happiness  ourselves. 
We  should  look  upon  every  human  being  as  one 
to  whom  we  may  have  an  errand  of  Love. 

Love  keeps  no  debit  or  credit  account,  and 
seeks  only  to  be  always  a  priest  of  service. 

True  Love  includes  deep  sympathy,  there- 
fore Love  is  the  movement  of  two  natures 
into  a  complete  and  perfect  accord. 

Life  should  be  a  Trinity  of  Beauty,  Love, 
and  Joy. 

Love  should  be  exalted  far  above  wealth, 
rank,  fame,  luxury,  or  power. 

There  is  a  sanctity  of  Love,  apart  from 
physical  beauty. 

Love  means  unity  in  the  depth  of  the  soul, 
spiritual  sympathy  and  agreement. 

Unselfish  love  is  the  most  ennobling  of  our 
passions,  it  has  prompted  many  splendid  sacri- 
fices and  much  unrecorded  heroism. 
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Love  after  death,  will  be  Love  intensified. 

The  ministry  of  personal  influence  is  wonder- 
ful. Without  being  conscious  of  it,  we  are 
always  impressing  others.  Nothing  else  in 
life  is  such  a  maker  of  joy  and  cheer  as  the 
privilege  of  doing  good. 

Love  makes  life  more  victorious  for  others ; 
it  seeks  for  the  best  and  noblest  in  every  one 
we  meet. 

Love  fills  the  heart  with  cheer,  and  makes 
all  the  world  bright  with  the  smile  of  God. 

Love  is  always  building  up.  It  puts  some 
hue  of  beauty  on  every  life  it  touches. 

Love  in  its  influence  carries  a  perpetual 
revealing  of  God.  ^ 

Love  goes  through  the  world  like  an  angel, 
scattering  everywhere  the  seeds  of  a  harvest  of 
happiness. 

Love  cannot  but  minister  and  bless,  even  to 
the  point  of  utter  self-sacrifice. 

All,  even  the  poorest,  can  give  Love. 

Love  walks  lifers  path  with  gentle  step. 

Happiness  is  the  incense  that  rises  from  the 
altar  of  Love.  As  the  mind  craves  for  abso- 
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lute  truth,  so  the  heart  craves  for  absolute 
Love.  This  absolute  Love  human  life  does 
not  yield,  and  therefore  only  the  divine  Love 
can  satisfy  the  hearfs  desire. 

There  is  nothing  great  in  the  world  but 
man ;  nothing  great  in  man  but  mind  ;  no- 
thing great  in  mind  but  character ;  nothing 
great  in  character  but  Love. 

Love  has  not  only  a  beauty  of  its  own,  but 
a  power  of  beautifying  other  objects.  The 
beauty  of  Love  is  that  it  radiates.  Love 
gives  the  sun  new  strength,  the  stars  a  new 
glory,  the  flowers  a  new  splendour.  It  lights 
the  prosaic  days,  the  common  ways ;  it  illumi- 
nates the  household  drudgery;  it  gilds  our 
daily  toil. 

"  The  Love  of  God  " — who  can  describe  all 
the  joy,  strength,  and  consolation  it  reveals  ? 
We  are  unable  even  to  form  an  idea  of  the 
sweetness  which  the  Love  of  God  imparts  to 
the  soul. 

The  essence  of  true  Love  is  its  strength, 
power  of  endurance,  its  purity,  its  self- 
renunciation. 
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Beauty  inspires  admiration,  and  this  brings 
forth  Love,  and  a  desire  to  appear  to  advan- 
tage with  the  one  whose  beauty  has  called 
forth  our  Love. 

Love  touches  infinity. 

of    one 


Love. 

Love  should  flow  in  ever-widening  circles. 
It  must  begin  with  the  family,  must  extend 
to  kith  and  kin,  must  widen  to  the  parish, 
the  city,  and  the  nation. 

Love  always  carries  a  great  reward,  especi- 
ally unselfish  Love.  A  man  who  has  lived  for 
himself  has  generally  the  privilege  of  being 
his  only  mourner. 

The  true  Evangel  is  the  Love  of  God  inter- 
preted in  a  human  life. 

God  should  not  be  to  us  a  cold,  unloving, 
unlovable  Being  dwelling  in  solitude.  As 
wide  as  His  Nature,  so  wide  is  the  Love  of 
God.  God's  Love  is  a  personal  life. 

We  find  the  beautiful  in  Art,  in  Poetry, 
in  history,  in  the  minds  of  men,  in  the  deeds 
of  goodness,  in  the  example  of  holy  lives. 
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Love  is  the  reading  of  all  the  riddles  of 
Nature. 

Love  is  a  cheerer  of  lonely  and  friendless 
spirits. 

Love  is  a  bird  that  sings  in  the  heart. 

Love  has  no  substitute. 

We  look  the  whole  world  in  the  face  in  the 
pride  of  the  glorious  consciousness  that  the  gift 
of  Love  we  give  to  God  is  valued  and  honoured 
by  Him,  imperfect  as  our  Love  may  be. 

The  life  ruled  by  the  Love  of  God  is  ever 
rising  higher  and  higher.  We  see  in  it  much 
imperfection,  and  it  has  its  failures,  but  these 
grow  less  and  less  as  we  lose  the  lower  selfhood 
in  the  higher. 

Love  saves  everywhere,  and  for  ever  lifts 
men  to  Heaven. 

Love  springs  from  lovely  hearts,  and  is  more 
powerful  than  force.  Love  is  the  great  purifier 
of  life.  Love  is  the  great  redemptive  force  of 
God.  Love  everywhere  exalts,  uplifts,  and  saves. 

God  loves  with  an  inspiring  Love,  which 
brings  out  all  the  finest,  noblest  qualities, 
all  faculties  inspired  to  larger,  diviner  efforts. 
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Love's  argument  is  service ;  its  commenda- 
tion lies  in  sacrifice. 

Love  is  seen  in  many  forms,  but  in  none  so 
beautiful  as  in  the  Love  we  render  to  God.  It 
is  a  Love  mingled  with  reverence  and  gratitude. 
Such  a  Love,  even  in  its  first  imperfect  stage, 
is  religion  in  the  deepest  and  truest  sense. 
The  soul  surrenders  itself  joyfully,  apprehends 
the  immanence  of  the  Divine  in  its  own  self. 
Hence  arises  the  glad  anticipation  of  being 
united  to  the  Eternal.  It  is  such  a  Love  that 
ennobles  life,  for  the  power  of  Love  allies 
man  to  God.  It  is  the  fundamental  law  of 
life. 

We  must  live  in  the  consciousness  of  the 
Divine  immanence  in  our  own  soul.  This 
gives  nobility  of  character;  this  glorifies  life. 
The  sense  of  the  beautiful  God  dwelling  in  the 
soul  and  in  Nature  around  us  reflects  for  us  the 
beauty  of  heaven. 

We  must  admire  if  we  would  aspire. 
A  life  inspired  by  Love  is  the  most  perfect 
expression  of  God.      It   is   the  ideal   life  in 
practice.     It  is  the  very  essence  of  Godhead, 


64    LOVE,  THE  OFFSPRING  OF  BEAUTY 

for  Love  is  the  central  energy  of  God's  Nature. 
In  the  immanent  Love-Force  alone  lies  the  clue 
to  every  problem  and  the  promises  of  the  final 
satisfaction  of  the  human  spirit. 

Love  is  the  ideal  which  in  man's  life  makes, 
through  conflict,  for  its  own  fulfilment. 

Man's  Love  is  God's  Love  in  man,  it  is  the 
Godhood  in  man. 

Love  is  the  inspiration  in  Art,  the  motive 
in  morality,  the  fulness  of  religious  joy,  the 
revelation  of  knowledge. 

The  grandeur  of  God's  perfection  is  His 
Love,  and  that  Love  is  never  complete  in  its 
manifestation  until  it  has  given  itself. 

In  truly  loving,  the  individual  becomes  re- 
impersonated  in  another,  and  there  pulses  in 
both  one  warm  life,  which  in  its  love  spends 
itself  for  the  other,  and  seeks  satisfaction  only 
in  that  other's  happiness. 

Love  suggests  all  that  is  gracious,  gentle, 
and  beautiful.  Thus  says  the  lover : — 

I  used  to  think  the  honey  sweet, 
The  lilies  fair,  the  stars  so  bright ; 

But  this  was  ere  I  chanced  to  meet 
You,  queen  of  sweetness,  love,  and  light. 


LOVE,  THE  OFFSPEING  OF  BEAUTY   65 

Joy  is  love  looking  at  its  treasures. 

There  is  no  safeguard  in  the  world  like  a 
pure  affection,  which  draws  out  all  that  is  best 
and  highest  in  us.  Nothing  but  a  noble  love 
can  save  a  tempted  soul  from  an  ignoble  love. 

Love  is  the  one  great  affection  of  the  heart 
that  binds  the  human  family  together,  irrespec- 
tive of  age,  sex,  or  condition.  It  links  the 
child  to  the  parent,  the  parent  to  the  child. 
It  glows  in  the  heart  of  youth,  beautifies  the 
face  of  age,  and  sheds  a  divine  light  on  the  path- 
way of  man's  life  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave. 

Love  is  like  the  dew  that  kisses  some  droop- 
ing flower  and  gives  its  life  that  the  flower  may 
grow.  The  beauty  of  the  sunbeam,  that  God 
does  not  keep  but  gives  to  us  all,  provides  us 
with  another  lesson  of  Love. 

Love  is  essentially  a  selective  principle,  act- 
ing through  preference  by  elimination.  All 
who  love  will,  under  the  influence  of  Love, 
exercise  themselves  to  acquire  the  graces  which 
they  know  the  loved  one  appreciates. 

We  unite  with  the  Divine  through  Love  in 

thought,  will,  and  action. 

E 
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We  live  to  love,  it  is  the  heart's  true 
nourishment,  the  souPs  true  bliss.  To  love 
nobly  and  purely  is  the  finest  function  of  a 
human  being. 

Love  is  a  revelation  in  knowledge,  an 
inspiration  in  Art,  a  motive  in  morality,  and 
a  fulness  of  Joy  in  religion. 

Man  at  best  only  moves  towards  an  ideal. 
God  is  conceived  as  the  ever-existing  ideal 
whose  glory  is  just  His  outflowing,  overflowing 
love.  We  are  on  the  threshold  of  boundless 
love.  The  pledge  of  that  immortality  con- 
sists in  our  realising  the  Love  of  God  in  the 
present  life,  for  Love's  first  demand  is  that 
love  shall  endure  eternally.  The  true  bond 
between  God  and  man  is  love  and  not  law. 

Where  Love  is,  there  the  soul  ever  makes 
holiday. 

Like  fire,  love  subdues  all  things  to  itself. 

The  law  of  love  is  the  converse  of  the  law 
of  self,  which  latter  brings  strife,  sterility,  and 
annihilation. 

God  the  Beautiful  loves  with  a  tender,  a 
sympathising,  an  unquenchable  and  an  ever- 
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lasting  Love.  The  constant  aim  of  His  deal- 
ings with  us  is  our  perfection,  happiness,  and 
glory.  He  leads  us  from  simpler  to  fuller 
harmonies.  He  sets  before  us  an  ever-expand- 
ing ideal  of  moral  and  spiritual  beauty. 

Love  is  the  keynote  of  life,  the  very  life- 
spring  of  existence,  the  music  of  the  soul. 

The  love  of  God  is  at  once  the  culmination 
and  the  annihilation  of  the  Ego,  for  to  love 
is  at  once  to  give  all  and  to  have  all. 

Where  the  soul  is  in  love  with  God  there 
enter  exalted  aspirations,  sublime  resolves, 
passionate  devotion  to  an  ideal  good,  deep 
yearnings  of  the  lonely  soul  towards  the 
Beloved.  This  is  the  homage  of  the  soul,  a 
mystic  and  eternal  law  of  spiritual  affinity. 

Nature  aims  at  the  emergence  of  a  life 
which  shall  be  worthy  to  represent  the  Uni- 
verse. Hence  every  step  of  the  process  must 
be  influenced  by  Love. 

Nature  is  discovered  to  be  a  legislature  of 
Love. 

Worship  is  a  combination  of  love,  trust, 
and  awe. 
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Love  is  the  essence  of  spiritual  and  social 
relation ;  it  is  therefore  the  bond  of  connec- 
tion between  God  and  man.  As  God  is  Love, 
so  the  Godlike  in  man  is  also  Love. 

Creation  is  the  result  of  divine  love  seeking 
object  and  expression.  This  aspect  throws  a 
fresh  light  at  the  lovable  nature  of  God.  It 
makes  existence  here,  in  spite  of  its  many  ap- 
parent drawbacks,  to  be  after  all  a  sojourn  of 
hope  and  delight,  as  our  trials  are  for  the 
unfolding  of  heavenly  love. 

Love  only  survives ;  it  is  the  one  and  supreme 
law.  Look  into  the  face  of  God  the  Beautiful, 
and  you  will  find  there  beams  from  it  infinite 

J 

love  and  tenderness.  Love  is  the  solution  of 
the  problem  of  life,  for  all  things  exist  in,  and 
by,  and  for  love.  Love  is  the  only  treasure 
which  is  inexhaustible. 

What  disappointments  and  unutterable 
grief  love  frequently  experiences  in  human 
relationships.  I  remember  hearing  of  a  young, 
pure  soul  who  had  given  her  heart  to  one  who, 
in  her  enthusiasm,  she  had  looked  upon  as  her 
ideal.  When  the  union  had  been  completed 
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his  true  character  showed  itself.  She  found  to 
her  dismay  that  the  one  to  whom  she  was  tied 
for  life  was  selfish  to  the  core,  unlovely,  de- 
praved, and  tyrannical,  utterly  unworthy  of  her 
love,  and  even  of  her  respect.  What  a  dis 
illusion,  what  misery  of  soul  such  a  discovery 
meant  for  her.  Love  was  dead  and  buried, 
with  no  hope  of  resurrection  in  this  life. 

But  thrice  happy  is  the  soul  who  is  in  love 
with  the  Soul  of  Souls.  No  such  disappoint- 
ment can  ever  mar  love,  or  quench  it.  Its 
highest  conceptions  will  ever  fall  infinitely 
short  of  the  reality.  It  is  a  love  which  burns 
brighter  and  warmer  the  longer  it  is  cherished, 
for  as  the  soul  advances  from  one  plane  of 
glory  to  another  every  new  prospect  only 
serves  to  make  the  Beloved  still  more  beau- 
tiful and  desirable.  Thus,  Age  after  Age, 
Eternity  without  end  will  increase  its  love  of 
Him  to  whom  the  soul  is  linked  in  an  eternal 
bond. 


The  Personal  Aspect  of  the 
Religion  of  Beauty 

HAVING  written  you,  in  a  general  way,  of  Love 
as  the  offspring  of  Beauty,  let  me  to-day,  as  I 
am  able,  write  to  you  on  the  personal  aspect  in 
the  Religion  of  Beauty. 

The  whole  consideration  of  the  personal  in 
its  relation  to  spiritual  Beauty  comes  to  this, 
that  by  the  fruition  of  a  spiritual  affinity  the 
soul  dedicates  itself  to  the  Divine  in  His 
Beauty.  The  dedication  means  a  loving  sym- 
pathy with  God  and  with  humanity,  linked  by 
love  of  the  Beautiful  in  every  sphere  of  life. 

In  the  divine  life,  in  which  the  soul  has  its 
source,  there  is  a  relation  of  receptivity,  which 
passes  into  reciprocity,  a  spiritual  union  of  the 
closest  kind,  a  fusion,  as  it  were,  of  two  person- 
alities, the  human  and  the  divine,  an  absolute 
identification  of  our  will  with  God's  will. 


70 


ASPECT   OF  THE  RELIGION   OF   BEAUTY      71 

Where  the  heart  is  inspired  by  a  strong 
affection  it  desires  to  have  its  love  accepted 
and  reciprocated.  In  like  manner  with  the 
souPs  relation  to  God,  when  His  beauty  is 
revealed,  love  springs  up  in  the  soul.  This 
devotion  grows  stronger  the  more  the  beauty 
of  God  is  unfolded  to  the  gaze  of  the 
awakened  soul.  The  soul  almost  uncon- 
sciously begins  to  assimilate  and  reproduce 
in  finite  measures,  and  very  imperfectly,  the 
beauty  and  graces  of  character  which  it 
admires  and  loves  in  God.  Thus  the  soul 
is  gradually  changed  from  one  degree  of 
loveliness  to  another.  It  is  being  exalted  and 
purified  by  the  admiration,  the  love,  and  the 
affections  of  the  beautiful  Being  of  Beings 
whom  the  soul  adores. 

In  the  coming  religion  of  beauty,  man  will 
grow  more  solidly  rooted  in  principle,  more 
sympathetic  with  his  fellow-men,  more  strict 
with  himself,  more  charitable  towards  others, 
more  patient  under  annoyance,  more  ready  to 
render  kindly  service  to  those  who  need  it. 
The  personal  life  will  furthermore  be  made 
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more  beautiful  by  courtesy,  gentleness,  and 
thoughtfulness.  The  soul  will  acquire  a  man- 
liness which  is  Godlikeness,  for  moral  control 
is  the  highest  form  of  strength. 

Life  is  the  patient  effort  to  build  up 
character  according  to  the  pattern  of  God 
the  Beautiful.  He  wishes  us  to  make  earth 
a  kingdom  of  happiness  for  other  people.  If 
God's  Love  and  Beauty  fill  our  hearts,  we 
get  the  power  of  giving  pleasure  to  all  about 
us  by  the  sunny  spirit  which  becomes  ours. 
It  is  a  divine  privilege  to  have  the  power  to 
lighten  the  weight  of  sorrows  and  cares.  A 
cheerful  heart  paints  the  world  as  a  sunny 
landscape.  Cheerfulness  fills  the  mind  with 
a  perpetual  serenity,  and  is  an  offshoot  of 
goodness. 

God  evidently  intended  us  to  be  like  Him- 
self, fountains  of  joy  and  blessing  to  others. 
Joy  leads  to  health  of  body  and  of  mind. 
Even  to  preserve  outward  beauty  and  health 
it  is  necessary  to  cherish  noble  hopes  and  pur- 
poses, to  have  something  to  live  for  worthy 
of  humanity.  This  also  will  expand  the  soul, 
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and  save  it  from  the  cancer  of  a  narrow 
selfishness.  To  cultivate  habits  of  admira- 
tion for  whatever  is  beautiful  and  attractive 
in  others,  to  have  an  enthusiastic  reverence 
for  excellence  wherever  seen,  also  foster  the 
growth  of  the  soul  in  spiritual  beauty. 

Happiness,  as  we  all  know,  consists  not  in  \ 
possessing  much,  but  in  being  content  with 
what  we  possess,  for  he  who  wants  little, 
always  has  enough.  Sweet  are  the  thoughts 
that  savour  of  content.  We  are  rich  with  a 
small  share  of  this  world's  show  and  glitter,  if 
so  be  that  we  have  a  large  share  of  the  un- 
dying riches  of  a  noble  life  of  Beauty  with  its 
joys  and  its  gifts.  We  should  be  occupied  in 
working  out  high  ideals  through  all  the  ills  we 
suffer,  the  errors  we  make,  and  the  triumphs 
we  win.  The  beauty  of  spirit  is  so  great,  the 
ideal  of  organic  perfection  is  so  high,  that  it 
requires  the  relative  perfection  of  all  these 
successive  moments  of  Eternity  to  manifest 
it.  And  let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  when 
we  are  living  in  complete  harmony  with  God 
we  are  already  living  in  Eternity. 
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From  what  I  have  said  you  will  agree  with 
me  that  we  cannot  speak  too  highly  in  praise 
of  true  love,  as  a  transforming  power  to  purify 
1  life  and  tune  it  for  the  service  of  Heaven.  The 
joys  of  true  love  are  indeed,  like  an  inexhaus- 
tible stream,  ever  full,  ever  flowing,  ever  bring- 
ing blessings  to  others  wherever  it  goes,  hence, 
its  preciousness  to  each  and  all.  As  Luther 
has  well  said  :  "Love  is  an  affection  of  the 
heart  whereby  we  desire  to  enjoy  perpetual 
union  with  the  beloved,  for  love  is  the  very 
life  -  breath  of  the  heart."  If  we  wish  to 
purify  the  heart,  only  the  influence  of  a  higher 
love  can  do  it.  It  is  only  a  higher  love  that 
can  permanently  strengthen  good  resolutions 
and  reform  bad  habits,  and  give  a  higher 
motive,  a  nobler  aim  to  every  action  of  life. 

We  gather  from  all  our  considerations  that 
Heaven,  in  its  lavish  bounty,  formed  the  heart 
and  the  soul  for  love  and  beauty,  for  indeed 
these  are  the  noblest  elements,  the  spirit  bonds 
that  link  the  Divine  with  the  Human.  Acknow- 
ledging this,  we  discern  the  Infinite  in  the  Finite. 

The  soul,  in  order  to  prepare  itself  in  beauty 
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for  this  high  destiny,  must  turn  daily  towards 
its  Source.  In  other  words,  the  soul  must 
have  daily  communion  in  thought  with  God 
the  Beautiful,  who  is  ours,  and  whose  we  are. 
His  divinity  and  His  destiny  we  share  now 
in  a  minor  degree;  but  as  our  souls  expand 
under  His  smile  and  reflect  more  and  more 
of  His  beauty,  we  shall  do  so  in  absolute 
fulness  till  we  are  merged  in  His  Being. 

If  this  first  rule  of  communion  is  observed, 
the  result  will  be  that  our  souls,  by  daily  con- 
templation, will  be  filled  with  greater  admir- 
ation and  more  boundless  enthusiasm,  with  a 
more  intense  love,  until  we  actually  realise 
that  to  be  like  God  is  before  everything  else 
in  this  life  and  in  others  worth  striving  for. 

God?s  wonderful  beauty,  creating  thus  our 
love,  it  leads  to  the  gradual  acquirement  on 
our  part  of  a  spiritual  beauty  of  life.  In  our 
conduct,  in  our  character,  in  our  aims  and 
purposes  we  become  Godlike  in  our  lowly 
way,  and  lay  the  foundation  of  the  perfect, 
ultimate  Godlike  life  of  Love  and  Beauty. 

As  above  all  else  I  am  anxious  that  the  in- 


76  THE  PERSONAL   ASPECT   OF 

fluence  and  the  results  of  these  thoughts  on 
our  life  should  be  recognised,  I  will  take  each 
division  separately. 

Physically,  living  for  this  ideal,  we  shall  be 
stronger,  healthier,  and  braver.  We  shall 
be  keener  for  work,  and  work  is  the  glory 
of  man.  We  shall  develop  and  expand  the 
highest  powers,  the  best  capacities,  creating  a 
stronger  generation  to  succeed  us.  We  shall 
want  that  generation  to  have  better,  sounder, 
and  healthier  bodies,  with  lighter  hearts  and 
happier  minds,  who  will  accomplish  lifers  al- 
lotted tasks  thoroughly,  bravely,  and  cheerfully. 

Intellectually,  we  and  our  children  will  be 
consecrated  to  truth,  will  have  more  con- 
centration and  enthusiasm  in  studies,  more 
delight  in  intellectual  work,  more  desire  for 
knowledge,  more  capacity  for  thought.  We 
then  shall  learn  better  to  regulate  our  lives 
for  the  general  good.  Not  only  will  we  and 
they  see,  but  also  foresee ;  not  only  foresee, 
but  think  God's  thoughts  over  again  (as  Kepler 
did  with  such  good  results),  and  put  them  ever 
to  new  applications. 
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Morally,  we  shall  learn  more  early  to  acquire 
self-control,  self-respect,  and  moral  courage, 
with  high  spiritual  aims  to  keep  in  subjection 
our  lower  nature  and  its  cravings. 

Socially,  we  shall  be  more  helpful  to  others, 
feeling  our  oneness  with  others.  We  shall  learn 
to  sympathise  with  the  weak,  the  sad,  the  aged. 
The  wrecks  of  mind  and  of  body  will  in  a 
greater  degree  claim  our  pity  and  our  help. 

Revealing  in  our  religion  the  souPs  beauty 
in  the  most  important  respect,  we  shall  con- 
secrate our  whole  lives  to  the  beloved  Source 
of  All,  whose  Beauty  is  the  Divine  Vision  of 
earthly  existence,  whose  love  is  the  expanding 
force  in  our  spiritual  evolution.  We  shall  feel 
that  we  must  create  heaven  within  ourselves 
before  we  look  for  it  elsewhere ;  and  Heaven 
enters  when  Love  enters;  and  Love  arises 
where  Beauty  shines;  and  from  Love  and 
Beauty  Joy  springs,  culminating  in  the  Ecstasy 
which  we  shall  feel  in  the  presence  of  God 
the  Beautiful. 

Recreation  is  an  important  part  in  the  cul- 
ture and  happiness  both  of  the  body  and  the 
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soul.  As  intellectual,  active,  and  spiritual 
beings,  these  will  become  more  and  more  re- 
fined and  permeated  by  the  spirit  of  Beauty, 
so  as  to  make  us  better,  and  advance  us  on 
the  heavenly  life. 

Therefore,  whether  at  work,  at  play,  or  at 
worship,  the  development  of  Beauty,  which 
means  perfection  of  every  part  of  our  being, 
will  come  to  be  the  main  consideration  in  our 
eternally  progressive  soul-life  of  Beauty. 

In  the  full  revelation  of  God's  beautiful 
character,  it  is  seen  to  consist  in  perfect 
Beauty,  the  fruit  of  which  is  Love  mani- 
fested by  Sacrifice.  Life's  deepest  shadows 
vanish  in  Faith's  trustful  vision  when  God's 
Sun  of  Beauty  and  Love  illuminates  existence, 
colouring  and  vivifying  all  things. 

If  the  object  of  education  is  to  dispel  ignor- 
ance, of  medicine  to  destroy  disease,  of  socialism 
to  banish  poverty,  so  the  object  of  those  who 
love  God  the  Beautiful  is  to  dispel  the  dark- 
ness which  fills  the  mind  of  many  people  as  to 
His  Nature  and  His  Personality. 


The  Social  Aspect  of  the  Religion 
of  Beauty 

J 

FIRST,  I  would  say,  let  us  estimate  the  value  of 
our  social  life  by  the  good  we  can  do  to  others. 
In  the  social  circle,  as  well  as  in  the  home 
circle,  we  must  cultivate  a  cheerful,  happy 
spirit,  a  loving  and  contented  mind.  We 
must  bear  with  others  in  their  failings,  and 
show  by  our  life  that  we  have  a  hopeful  con- 
fidence in  God. 

The  greed  of  wealth,  the  subservience  paid 
to  opulence  and  station,  the  ostentation  of 
extravagant  living,  are  widespread  evils.  The 
nobler  life  is  conscientious  as  to  industry, 
seeking  its  best  reward  in  work  faithfully 
done.  It  also  values  loving  help  rendered 
to  others  in  their  need,  and  thus  makes  social 
religion  a  part  of  our  own  personal  religion. 

The  cult  of  beauty  in  our  homes  and  sur- 
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roundings  is  more  and  more  becoming  a 
widely  recognised  institution.  People  nowa- 
days cultivate  a  high  artistic  standard  in 
relation  to  the  decoration  of  their  homes,  of 
their  environments,  not  less  than  in  their  per- 
sonal appearance,  without  display  or  loudness. 

I  think  that  I  advised  you  before,  that  in 
order  to  preserve  health  and  beauty,  which 
is  a  duty  we  owe  not  only  to  ourselves  but 
to  those  around  us,  and  especially  to  those 
depending  upon  us,  we  should  keep  the  heart 
young  by  having  a  bright  and  hopeful  spirit, 
which  our  relation  to  God  makes  it  more  easy 
to  acquire.  Another  aid  is  the  practice  of 
entering  into  the  interests  of  others  and  en- 
deavouring to  adapt  ourselves  in  small  things 
to  the  society  in  which  we  may  happen  to  be. 

Environment,  or  the  society  we  move  in,  is 
a  factor  of  tremendous  importance,  and  all  life 
is  affected  by  it,  therefore  we  must  be  careful 
with  whom  we  associate  on  terms  of  friendship 
and  intimacy.  Our  aim  must  be  to  make  life 
nobler,  better,  and  more  Godlike  by  our 
associates,  and  not  to  degrade  it. 
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To  have  food  and  shelter  is  not  enough, 
because  man  is  endowed  with  higher  cravings. 
He  wants  an  interest  in  life,  wants  love,  happi- 
ness, amusement,  friendly  intercourse,  and 
happy  prospects  to  look  forward  to.  He  asks 
for  equality  of  opportunity  to  live  that  true, 
high,  beautiful  life  which  God  intended  him  to 
live.  Culture  and  refinement  are  getting  more 
within  the  reach  of  the  poorest.  All  that  is 
best  in  life  is  compatible  with  small  means  and 
reasonable  toil,  thus  giving  all  the  opportunity 
of  living  noble  and  happy  lives. 

As  social  beings  we  must  measure  life  by  the 
breaking  of  the  chains  of  sin  and  the  uprooting 
of  degrading  habits  from  those  over  whom 
they  have  got  the  mastery.  Yes,  we  must 
measure  life  in  this  aspect — by  the  amount  of 
good  we  can  do  to  others,  even  by  sacrifices  of 
our  own  time  or  substance ;  by  the  garments 
we  can  put  upon  naked  ones ;  by  alleviating 
sufferings,  and  causing  the  hearts  of  others 
once  more  to  sing  for  joy,  and  to  believe  in  a 
God  of  Love  and  Beauty.  This  is  the  only 
bright  view  of  Life,  and  it  is  the  only  bright 
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view  of  Death :  the  goal  of  our  vision  is  to  be 
like  God,  doing  good  continually. 

Humanity  realises  that  it  cannot  rest  on 
material  expansion  and  conquest  of  natural 
forces.  All  these  must  be  a  mere  paving  of 
the  way  for  social  and  moral  ends  by  bringing 
before  the  poor  and  outcast  the  hopes  of  social 
betterment.  To  help  to  create  out  of  the 
slums  and  rookeries  a  City  Beautiful  should 
be  a  mission  to  which  the  servant  of  God  the 
Beautiful  should  consecrate  himself  in  all  ful- 
ness of  faith,  and  with  a  vital  determination. 

The  enthusiasm  for  the  Beautiful  should 
exercise  our  souls  in  what  is  noble  in  our 
nature.  It  should  lead  our  hearts  to  feel  the 
woes  and  wrongs  of  the  world,  our  intellects  to 
devise  the  best  remedies,  and  our  powers  to 
carry  these  into  effect.  Therefore,  let  more  of 
God's  Nature  pass  into  our  souls — in  love  and 
pity  for  all  our  fellow-men,  in  the  pain  which 
we  feel  at  all  the  evils  which  beset  them,  in  the 
indignation  against  all  the  wrong  that  is  done 
them,  in  the  generous  enthusiasm  to  work  for 
them,  in  the  resolve  at  all  costs  that  they  shall 
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get  the  chance,  at  least,  to  live  out  the  best 
that  is  in  them. 

This  is  a  Social  Religion. 

The  Religion  of  Beauty  gives  the  enthusiasm 
which  has  power  to  transform  individual  lives, 
as  well  as  social  and  national  lives. 

Let  us  concern  ourselves  with  social  con- 
ditions in  so  far  as  they  affect  the  character  of 
the  people  by  cutting  off  the  sources  of  their 
miseries.  The  possibility  of  attaining  this 
should  thrill  our  hearts  with  the  beauty  of 
such  a  high  ideal  of  work.  It  should  fill  us 
with  enthusiasm  for  humanity,  and  crystallise 
the  beautiful  ideal  into  a  society,  a  corporate 
body  enlisted  for  the  service  of  humanity, 
championing  the  weak  and  defending  the 
helpless  who  are  now  neglected,  or  destroyed 
by  bad  laws,  social  injustice,  or  selfish  neglect. 
There  is  a  great  storage  of  spiritual  force  deep 
in  human  hearts,  sufficient  if  roused  and  rightly 
directed  to  sweep  away  all  social  abuses,  and 
to  abolish  the  degradation  and  misery  around 
us.  Social  service  is  really  character-making, 
for  by  this  the  springs  of  our  higher  nature 
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are  touched.  Therefore,  character-making  is 
becoming  a  recognised  part  of  the  national 
activity;  yes,  hearts  of  good  men  and  women 
are  beating  with  hope  and  enthusiasm,  feel 
the  trend  of  new  spiritual  forces,  for  it  is 
realised  that  more  important  than  wealth  is 
high  character  in  the  lives  of  the  people. 

The  Church  should  become  more  than  ever 
the  leader  in  all  things  noble  and  chivalrous  in 
the  land.  The  Church's  members  should  be 
Spiritual  Artists  of  Spiritual  Beauty.  There 
is  a  close  relationship  of  all  human  beings  as 
sharers  and  helpers  in  the  same  great  evolu- 
tionary process,  an  organic  fellowship  of  all 
human  souls.  Although  individuality  is  no 
doubt  an  end  in  itself,  yet  it  becomes  truly 
itself  only  as  it  is  contributory,  and  it  must 
therefore  keep  the  social  ideal  in  sight.  We 
have  all  evolved  together,  through  the  social 
cultivation  of  our  higher  nature.  The  whole 
is  a  society  of  related  individuals,  whose  utility, 
as  well  as  whose  beauty,  is  dependent  upon 
co-operation. 

Social  evolution  is  tending  to  eradicate  more 
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and  more,  through  disuse,  the  brute  instincts 
of  man,  his  fighting  propensities,  his  cruelty, 
his  selfishness,  his  passions ;  and  strengthening 
by  use  his  sympathies,  his  kindness,  his  mercy, 
his  sense  of  justice,  honour,  and  beauty.  The 
goal  of  social  evolution  is  the  production  of 
men  of  character,  wise,  strong,  and  noble,  with 
broad  sympathies,  leading  a  life  influenced  by 
high  purposes,  with  a  will  to  persevere  in  the 
path  of  duty.  This  exhibits  character  in  its 
most  intrepid  form,  and  embodies  the  highest 
ideal  of  manliness.  Such  a  life  is  a  blessing  to 
humanity.  It  becomes  transfused  into  the  life 
of  the  country. 

There  are  social  problems  enough  to  be 
solved  to  employ  all  the  energy  of  earnest 
men  who  try  to  make  life  better.  Amongst 
these  are  education,  and  the  minimising  of 
pauperism,  vice,  disease,  and  crime.  The  curse 
of  drunkenness  brings  pauperism,  and  its 
attendant  evils  and  miseries,  therefore  the 
Drink  which  causes  Intemperance  is  the  foe 
of  a  God  of  Beauty  and  Love. 

Thrift   is   a   gift   to    be   aimed   at    by   all. 
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Thrifty  people  consider  their  ways  and  means, 
and  keep  their  expenditure  well  within  their 
income.  The  thriftless  nation,  or  family,  or 
person,  will  suffer  punishment.  Remember 
what  Laotze,  the  venerable  Chinese  teacher, 
said  more  than  600  years  B.C.  "I  possess 
three  treasures  which  I  hold  fast  and  cherish. 
The  first  one  is  Love — this  gives  me  courage ; 
the  second  is  Thrift — this  enables  me  to  be 
liberal ;  and  the  third  is  Humility — this 
teaches  me  not  to  aspire  too  highly.  In  this 
way  I  develop  my  character  to  its  highest 
point." 

Most  men  want  to  be  served,  not  to  serve, 
for  the  world's  attitude  is  that  of  keen  self- 
interest.  In  contrast  to  this,  the  noblest,  the 
divinest  life  is  that  which  seeks  to  serve. 
The  position  which  gives  the  rich  the  pri- 
vilege of  commanding  the  service  of  others, 
and  of  being  absolved  from  rendering  service 
themselves,  is  moral  obliquity.  They  have 
their  punishment,  for  to  the  selfish  and  the 
idle  the  world  they  make  becomes  a  weari- 
ness to  themselves. 
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So,  on  the  contrary,  a  keen  sense  of  beauty 
and  refinement  should  be  accompanied  by  a 
contempt  for  the  mere  grossness  and  vulgarity 
of  luxury  and  fashion  which  pervade  much  of 
modern  society,  with  its  ostentatious  display 
of  wealth,  and  worship  of  mammon  and  titles. 
To  be  in  love  with  beauty  is  by  no  means 
the  same  thing  as  to  be  enamoured  of  the 
pomp  of  life :  it  is  usually  hostile  to  them 
for  many  reasons. 

Lofty  aims  dominate  our  souls,  when 
aflame  with  love  to  the  Source  of  all  Beauty, 
whom  we  desire  as  our  highest  attainment  to 
reproduce  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  and  as  far  as 
we  know — in  our  character,  in  our  whole  life, 
with  its  work,  its  duties,  its  purposes,  and  in 
its  final  destination.  These  aims  not  only 
please  God,  and  gain  His  approval,  but  they 
go  forth  into  the  world  to  win  other  souls 
in  order  to  bring  them  also  into  the  same 
relationship  with  God.  Who  can  doubt  but 
that,  in  ages  yet  to  come,  a  glorious  faith  will 
be  the  crowning  consummation  of  life  when 
all  earth's  religions  will  at  last  be  fused,  and 
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come  forth  as  the  final  Religion  of  Humanity, 
the  Religion  of  the  Beautiful. 

The  true  glory  of  the  nobler  faith  will  be 
its  instinct  for  a  higher  life  of  beauty,  physical, 
mental,  moral,  and  spiritual.  There  will  be 
a  continual  widening  of  the  consciousness,  a 
growing  delicacy  of  perception,  a  new  ideal 
to  ennoble  and  to  beautify  life.  This  nobler 
faith  will  be  wide  and  pure.  It  will  work  out 
the  possibilities  of  higher  forms,  and  realise 
the  better  potentialities  of  existence.  The 
nobler  faith  will  teach  men  to  live  in  one  great 
fellowship,  strong  in  union,  peaceful  by  love. 

The  fundamental  characteristic  of  social 
progress  is  the  continuous  weakening  of  selfish- 
ness and  the  continuous  strengthening  of  sym- 
pathy, a  gradual  supplanting  of  egoism  by 
altruism.  Social  well-beinff?  after  alL^k  the 
principal  aim  and  end  of  all  political  action,  ^r 

I  must  now  consider  the  home  as  a  factor 

w 
in  the  Religion  of  Beauty.     A  true  home  is 

where  the  harmonies  of  the  universe  repeat 
themselves  on  a  smaller  scale.  The  wife 
should  move  in  the  house,  the  soul  of  order 
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and  sweetness.  She  should  make  the  home 
bright.  Everybody  likes  to  live  with  those 
who  have  sunny  hearts  to  brighten  all  who 
come  within  their  range. 

Such  winsome  souls  allure  to  the  higher 
paths  of  family  and  social  progress  by  the 
loftiness  of  their  domestic  ideals,  by  the  happi- 
ness and  comfort  they  spread  around  them, 
and  by  the  sweet  purity  of  their  home  life. 
In  their  presence  life  is  an  evangel  and  an 
inspiration.  It  is  from  homes  like  these,  where 
loving  women  beautify  existence,  that  men 
come  forth  to  purify,  ennoble,  and  transform 
our  social,  municipal,  and  national  life  by 
noble  living,  high  thinking,  and  energetic 
altruistic  action. 

The  trend  of  the  world  is  for  the  ascen- 
dency of  a  higher  conception  of  life  and  of 
our  duties  as  social  beings,  and  as  citizens. 
A  new  heroic  Age  will  arise  as  the  religion 
of  divine  Beauty  gains  strength,  an  Age 
which  shall  find  its  chief  glory  in  a  life 
moulded  upon  that  highest  of  all  patterns, 
the  God  of  Beauty  and  Love. 


A  Further  Consideration  of  the 
Social  Aspect  ot  the  Religion 
of  Beauty 

IF  humanity  is  to  aspire,  the  actual  present 
must  be  viewed  as  an  imperfect  state  to 
be  improved  in  favour  of  a  better.  The 
social  ideal  is  a  progressive  realisation  of  an 
infinitely  higher  ideal,  for  humanity  exists  in 
order,  by  mutual  help  and  service,  to  rise  in 
the  scale.  The  world  exists  in  order  to  aid 
humanity  in  this  progress,  but  this  social 
amelioration  is  possible  only  through  conflict 
with  evil.  The  ideal  shall  be  reached  in 
the  end. 

The  return  of  the  Beautiful  to  our  lives 
promises  to  be  a  permanent  social  possession. 
From  beautiful  objects  we  pass  to  beautiful 
thoughts  and  deeds.  Thus  we  have  now  the 
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Art  of  right  living,  which  is  to  lend  loveliness 
to  mind  and  heart.  We  sacrifice  personal  to 
domestic,  and  these  to  social  and  political 
interests,  for  society  is  becoming  one  highly 
organised  and  interdependent  whole.  No 
greater  mistake  could  be  made  than  to  con- 
sider the  life  of  beauty  a  secluded  life,  far  less 
a  self-centred  life.  It  is  essentially  social  and 
domestic.  Society  has  great  need  of  these  lofty 
ideals.  It  requires  men  who  know  the  beauties 
of  the  inner  life,  who  seek  to  tune  their  lives 
to  the  eternal  harmonies,  to  fill  their  being 
with  noble  thoughts  and  loving  purposes,  that 
they  may  teach  the  great  Art  of  sifting  from 
everything  the  Beautiful  and  the  Good. 

The  ultimate  aim  of  such  a  ministry  must 
be  to  make  Godlike  characters.  The  churches 
in  Protestant  countries  are  often  blamed  as 
being  too  apt  to  contain  chiefly  exclusive 
and  stand-aloof  members  in  the  congregations. 
In  our  nobler  world-faith,  there  will  be  only 
that  loving  admiration  for  the  Highest  which 
shall  lead  us  to  loving  service  for  the  lowest. 
The  beginnings  of  this  faith  are  seen  in 
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our  noble  institutions — hospitals,  dispensaries, 
asylums,  nursing  homes,  and  the  like.  They 
are  also  seen  in  many  similar  expressions  of 
the  world-faith — rescuing,  healing  body,  mind, 
and  soul,  combating  vicious  hereditary  habits, 
removing  degrading  surroundings.  All  these 
are  hard  to  fight :  only  patience  and  forti- 
tude can  conquer  them.  God's  Love  is  a 
persistent  love,  and  man's  Love  to  humanity 
should  be  the  same.  It  is  our  duty  to  try 
incessantly  to  contribute  to  the  happiness  of 
others,  to  alleviate  distress,  and  to  teach  the 
value  of  work,  for  work  is  the  safeguard  of 
every  virtue.  In  a  word,  we  are  bound  to 
make  the  most  of  the  world  for  ourselves  and 
for  others,  and  to  do  our  best  for  it  while  in  it. 
This  can  be  done  by  inaugurating  an  era 
of  practical  philosophy,  that  most  practical 
philosophy  of  love  which  finds  its  application 
in  the  uplifting  of  human  ideals,  and  in  the 
betterment  of  human  conditions.  These  con- 
siderations should  appeal  strongly  to  all  who 
serve  God  the  Beautiful.  They  are  vowed  to 
seek  for  the  joyful  side  of  human  life,  and  to 
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touch  with  the  magic  wand  of  beauty  the 
dark  places  of  the  earth.  To  all  but  a  very 
few,  life  is  a  bitter  conflict  indeed.  Yet, 
the  very  grandeur,  the  vital  interests  of  life, 
consist  in  the  conflict  of  man  with  his  circum- 
stances and  himself.  Many  wonder  why  all 
this  suffering  should  be  necessary,  and  one 
explanation  is  that  we  see  here  but  a  reversed 
portion  of  the  pattern  woven  on  the  eternal 
looms. 

The  conception  of  self-sacrifice  is  the  inevit- 
able outcome  of  social  existence.  The  term 
"  civilisation"  signifies  the  art  of  living  in  social 
relations,  embracing  the  various  institutions, 
the  home,  the  neighbourhood,  and  the  common- 
wealth. These  in  their  proper  development 
make  up  for  all  that  is  valuable  in  life  on  the 
earth.  That  development  is  both  educational 
and  practical.  It  brings  into  consciousness 
and  activity  those  divine  qualities  and  principles 
that  are  in  every  one,  although  more  or  less 
dormant,  and  make  them  operate  in  the  social 
life  as  well  as  in  all  just  legislation.  In  the 
perfect  commonwealth  all  the  parts,  like  the 
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organs  of  the  human  body,  act  in  harmony. 
Everything  is  reciprocal.  All  suffer  and 
rejoice  together  as  one  personality.  It  is  a 
co-operative  structure  in  which  every  part 
ministers  to  the  whole,  where  we  neither  com- 
mand nor  obey,  but  where  each  gives  his  best 
effort  for  the  good  of  his  fellows.  Men  live  in 
constant  temptation  to  secure  wealth,  health, 
and  reputation  by  means  which  are  injurious 
to  society.  The  Religion  of  Beauty  and  Love 
comes  to  alter  this. 

Laws  and  institutions  should  be  such  as 
to  give  every  inhabitant  the  best  chances  of 
attaining  to  a  high  degree  of  comfort  and  of 
happiness.  Good  laws  and  good  institutions, 
a  loftier  philosophy,  nobler  arts,  a  higher 
literature,  sounder  principles  of  legislation 
and  purer  worship  are  precepts  inculcated  by 
this  Religion.  The  nation  which  comes  nearest 
to  this  ideal  will  be  the  standard-bearer  of 
civilisation,  the  practical,  energetic,  daring 
leader  of  the  march  of  progress. 

For  the  welfare  and  betterment  of  society 
endeavours  have  been  made  to  substitute  an 
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organised  co-operation,  without  sacrificing  the 
legitimate  liberties  of  individuals.  A  feeling 
of  the  honourableness  of  labour  is  also  on  the 
increase,  for  labour  is  the  source  of  all  wealth 
and  all  civilisation.  Labour,  indeed,  is  the  law 
of  life.  When  science  gives  us  health,  strength, 
and  beauty,  an  extended  power  over  Nature's 
forces  (for  science  is  placing  in  our  hands  an 
ever  increasing  control  over  the  forces  of 
Nature),  when  it  has  solved  the  terrible  social 
problem  on  the  bases  of  liberty,  love,  and 
progress,  then  will  a  new  era  set  in,  when  the 
life,  the  work,  the  pleasure,  and  the  worship 
of  a  regenerate  race  shall  realise  more  of  the 
Beautiful  than  society  has  ever  seen  or  even 
dreamt  of  before. 

Industrialism  has  risen  from  feudalism,  and 
its  tendency  is  to  lead  to  organised  co-operation. 
Idleness  can  never  be  the  goal  of  humanity, 
for  labour  is,  as  I  have  just  said,  the  law  of 
life,  the  true  source  of  competence  and  happi- 
ness. Labour  is  the  sign  of  an  earnest  nature, 
whether  the  labour  is  of  the  hand,  or  the  head, 
or  the  heart.  The  great  meaning  and  moral 
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of  Nature  is  activity  and  progress.  Nature 
pronounces  thus  for  Industry,  but  also  for 
Beauty. 

The  development  of  competition  leads  to 
co-operation.  Competition  is  the  corner-stone 
of  free  enterprise,  and  free  enterprise  is  the 
condition  of  progress.  Evolution  works  out 
the  social  best,  for  Society  is  fundamentally 
one  great  co-operative  system.  Even  the  spirit- 
ual universe  rests  on  the  foundation  of  sym- 
pathy, love,  justice,  and  truth — the  elements  of 
co-operation.  No  creed  of  egotism  can  ever 
be  the  divine  standard  for  measuring  human 
or  divine  progress.  Humanity  is  one  vast 
society,  participating  in  one  spiritual  life, 
organised  and  predestined  for  one  great  future. 

Look  all  through  history,  and  you  will  see 
men  and  women,  glowing  with  the  light  and 
beautified  with  the  love  of  God,  unrestingly  at 
work  levelling  the  hills  and  raising  the  valleys, 
to  make  broad  and  level  the  highway  of  civili- 
sation. You  will  see  them  in  every  walk  of  life, 
in  every  corner  of  the  great  human  workshop, 
living  not  only  unto  man,  but  also  unto  God. 
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They  have  been  the  real  organisers  of  the 
world.  They  have  taught  new  truths,  have 
lived  lustrous,  though  it  may  be  quite  obscure 
lives,  have  soothed  human  sufferings,  have 
wrestled  bravely  with  individual  and  national 
sin,  have  saved  others  from  falling,  have 
strengthened  the  feeble,  upheld  the  sinking, 
put  courage  into  the  faint,  have  driven  away 
famine,  disease,  and  crime,  making  themselves 
co-workers  with  God  in  aiding  the  world  in 
its  efforts  to  attain  the  Beauty  of  Holiness. 

All  forms  of  socialism  agree  in  proposing  to 
regenerate  society  in  the  interests  of  the  in- 
dividual, not  to  regenerate  the  individual  in 
the  interests  of  society.  It  is  therefore  a 
mechanical  solution,  rather  than  a  moral,  but 
both  should  be  in  operation  to  be  successful. 
In  the  new  era  Society  will  be  based  on  labour 
for  all,  leisure  for  all,  and  culture  for  all. 

As  living  members  in  the  great  soul  Empire, 
our  sense  of  responsibility  deepens  when  we 
realise  that  we  are  trustees  for  the  race.  Nature 
is  restrained  by  law,  just  as  Society  must  be 
held  in  check  by  law,  until  its  members  have 
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learned  to  hold  themselves  in  check  by  love. 
Until  the  Reign  of  Love  let  us  labour  for  the 
betterment  of  humanity,  especially  the  poor, 
the  oppressed,  and  the  afflicted.  Let  us  assail 
entrenched  and  ancient  wrongs,  and  lend  a 
friendly  aid  to  all  who  march  in  the  vanguard 
of  progress  to  further  the  cause  of  human 
happiness.  In  our  homes,  amidst  our  friends, 
in  our  towns,  our  country,  and  as  citizens  of 
the  universal  Empire  of  Humanity,  let  us 
follow  these  commands  of  the  God  of  Beauty 
and  of  Love,  that  we  may  in  our  own  persons, 
and  by  our  own  influence,  hasten  the  advent  of 
His  perfect  Reign. 


The  National  Life  in  the  Religion 
of  Beauty 

WE  should  recognise  that  Society  is  an  organ- 
ism as  regards  its  agencies  and  its  development, 
a  moral  unit  with  responsibilities  of  initiative 
as  well  as  of  protection. 

In  this  way  the  lover  of  his  country  and  of 
humanity  will  seek  to  displace  competition  by 
co-operation,  in  which  service  man  with  man 
shall  oust  the  baneful  fight  of  man  against 
man,  which,  of  course,  is  a  fruitful  source  of 
injustice,  adding  to  the  weary  struggle  of  life, 
cramping  the  higher  life,  and  wearing  out 
nerve  and  brain. 

All  genuine  progress  made  during  the  past 
has  been  made,  not  on  domination,  but  on 
co-operation.  The  delusion  of  the  idea  of 
domination  may  be  seen  in  religions,  dynastic 
and  economic  systems.  Now,  not  so  much 
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dynastic  wars,  as  competition  for  supremacy  in 
the  domain  of  trade  and  industry,  are  the  aims 
of  statesmen  and  politicians. 

A  lover  of  the  Beautiful,  in  his  duties  as  a 
citizen  and  a  patriot,  will  take  an  interest  in 
all  that  concerns  the  nation,  in  its  public  wel- 
fare, its  liberties,  its  honour,  and  its  purity. 
He  is  willing,  therefore,  to  serve,  to  defend,  and 
to  protect  his  country  as  need  arises.  The  aim 
of  policy  in  home  affairs  is  therefore  to  him 
the  good  of  the  whole,  so  as  to  raise  the  national 
life,  and  through  it  the  whole  of  humanity. 
As  a  citizen  he  cultivates  the  gentle  manners 
of  peace,  advocates  measures  to  promote  the 
prosperity  of  the  city  in  which  he  dwells  by 
seeing  to  its  security,  its  order,  its  cleanliness, 
its  sobriety,  its  sanitation,  its  housing,  its 
intelligence,  its  morality,  its  prosperity.  All 
these  are  steps  in  the  right  direction,  by 
which  the  cultivation  of  the  Beautiful  in  life, 
in  manners  in  the  home  and  in  public,  are 
disseminated,  fostered,  and  promoted. 

As  an  active  philanthropist  he  thinks  less  of 
his  share  in  the  mansions  of  the  blest,  and 
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more  about  the  housing  of  the  poor  around 
him,  with  their  elevation  in  the  social  and 
moral  life. 

In  this  way  he  contributes  his  small  share  to 
the  better  life  of  the  nation,  and  to  its  good 
government.  He  remembers  that  we  have 
common  burdens,  common  responsibilities,  and 
common  rights,  and  that  it  is  our  duty  to  live 
so  that  our  lives  shall  be  fruitful  in  good 
influence,  and  beneficial  to  the  nation  at  large. 
He  is  anxious  to  usher  in  the  reign  of  the 
Beautiful  everywhere,  in  personal  life,  in  family 
life,  in  business  life,  and  in  public  life. 

Beauty,  let  me  remind  you,  is  not  only 
associated  with  the  outward,  the  physical  ele- 
ments, but  it  is  now  increasingly  associated 
with  those  moral  and  spiritual  qualities  from 
which  have  sprung  the  patriots,  the  heroes,  and 
the  enthusiasts,  who  were  lovers  of  mankind  in 
spite  of  its  defects  and  shortcomings.  These 
were  all  in  one  way  or  other  lovers  of  the 
Beautiful,  which  really  sums  up  all  the  fore- 
going. 

The  love  of  the  Beautiful  sanctifies  all  the 
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departments  of  human  existence.  Character 
is  the  mightiest  of  all  social  forces,  and  it  is 
a  beautiful  character  which  parents  have  as 
a  prime  duty  to  build  up  in  their  children. 
They  must  teach  the  enthronement  of  love, 
self-sacrifice,  self-restraint,  and  self-consecra- 
tion to  the  Divine. 

Before  leaving  the  subject  of  patriotism,  let 
me  say  that  it  may  be  evinced  not  alone  in 
dying  for  one's  country,  but  in  living  for  it,  by 
performing  the  duties  that  build  up  an  orderly 
and  progressive  society,  by  striving  for  greater 
political,  ecclesiastical,  and  social  freedom,  and 
promoting  social  reforms. 

Those  who  worship  the  Beautiful  are  ever  in 
the  van  of  progress.  They  recognise  what  is 
beneficial  to  humanity  at  large  in  its  ascent 
towards  a  fuller  realisation  of  the  Beautiful  in 
its  national  life,  for  the  spirit  of  Beauty  alone 
can  make  the  life  of  the  nations  spiritual  and 
sacred.  The  application  of  right  principles,  if 
successfully  enforced,  will  foster  the  highest 
elements  in  the  life  of  a  nation,  from  the 
cotter's  home  to  the  Throne. 
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In  a  secular  paradise  of  ease  and  comfort 
the  Soul  would  not  feel  at  rest.  It  must  have 
the  inspiration  of  faith,  and  aspiration  for  a 
higher  existence  than  this  earth.  It  must 
recognise  that  what  lends  glory  to  this  earth 
is  the  arch  of  heaven  above  us,  and  the  glories 
it  contains  to  lead  us  upwards  and  onwards. 
It  sees  that  what  lends  dignity  to  life  is  the 
sense  of  eternity.  It  therefore  sees  that  all 
work  has  in  it  a  spiritual  element.  It  sees 
that  the  future  of  man  is  full  of  hope.  It 
recognises  that  it  cannot  foresee  the  limits  of 
man's  power  and  man's  possibilities.  It  sees 
that  as  eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  liberty, 
humanity  can  only  avoid  deteriorating  by 
virtue  of  continuous  exertion,  and  that  so 
far  from  being  a  curse,  labour  is  one  of  the 
greatest  of  all  blessings. 

The  time  will  come  when  enterprise  and 
industry  will  be  the  things  most  required  by 
the  nation  in  the  individual,  and  in  individual 
communities. 

The  true  test  of  a  nation's  greatness  is  not 
to  be  judged  by  the  display  of  the  highest  in 
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the  land,  but  by  the  contentment  of  the  hum- 
blest. Therefore,  the  time  must  come  when 
the  sum  of  human  misery  shall  be  lessened,  and 
the  comfort  of  the  people  increased.  Unfor- 
tunately the  temper  of  the  world  makes  wealth 
the  principal  object  of  desire  and  pursuit.  It 
envies  those  who  attain  wealth.  The  universal 
desire  for  money,  and  the  extravagance  and 
arrogance  of  many  of  those  who  possess  it, 
gives  birth  to  vulgar  ideals,  false  moral  stan- 
dards, feverish  social  ambitions,  and  disdain  of 
simple  habits  and  pleasures,  such  as  should 
animate  the  lovers  of  Divine  Beauty. 

It  is,  however,  possible  for  the  poor  to  be 
rich  in  character,  and  all  the  other  elements 
on  which  the  dignity  and  happiness  of  life 
depend;  and  the  well-doing  are  always  in  the 
way  of  even  temporal  advancement.  Human 
life  is  part  of  a  whole  which  lies  in  its  com- 
pleteness beyond  our  vision.  The  life  of  the 
individual  is  fragmentary.  Man's  life  here  is 
one  of  preparation  rather  than  of  accomplish- 
ments, of  processes  rather  than  of  finalities,  of 
growth  rather  than  of  ultimate  achievements. 
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Wealth  and  poverty  are  therefore  merely  re- 
lative terms.  It  is  impossible  to  say  who  is 
really  richer  than  his  neighbour. 

It  has  been  well  said  that  the  supreme  epoch 
of  social  equilibrium  will  be  when  the  egoistic 
and  anti-social  impulses  will  be  self-restrained, 
and  every  one  will  spontaneously  do  that  which 
tends  towards  the  general  happiness.  This  is 
the  ideal  epoch  of  the  future. 

Every  temptation  that  is  resisted,  every 
sympathetic  impulse  that  is  yielded  to,  every 
noble  aspiration  that  is  encouraged,  adds  its 
little  item  to  the  impetus  of  the  great  move- 
ment which  is  bearing  humanity  onwards  to- 
wards a  richer  life  and  a  higher  character. 
Out  of  individual  rectitude  comes  the  happi- 
ness of  the  nation.  We  can  look  for  the 
realisation  of  our  highest  social  ideals,  only 
to  the  perfecting  of  individual  character  which 
arises  by  the  aspiration  after  completeness  of 
the  spiritual  life. 

The  incomplete  condition  that  must  belong 
to  that  which  has  to  ripen  out  of  the  lower 
state  into  the  higher,  should  teach  us  to  have 
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charity  towards  the  inevitable  imperfections  of 
others.  Sin  we  may  call  the  principle  of  dis- 
integration and  decay ;  only  by  a  change  of 
heart  is  this  arrested,  and  a  higher  and  better 
state  of  Society  to  be  expected.  This  can  only 
be  brought  about  by  making  the  Personality 
of  God  the  Beautiful  loom  larger  before  the 
soul,  and  before  the  eyes  of  the  world.  Then 
will  we  see  the  tone  of  society  elevated,  and  the 
life  of  man  enwrapped  within  the  life  of  God. 
We  shall  then  leave  a  legacy  of  general  happi- 
ness resulting  from  a  higher  civilisation,  the 
first  dawn  of  the  Golden  Age. 

In  the  evolution  of  the  State,  the  ideal  of 
each  community  was  first  power,  then  wealth, 
and  is  now  shifting  in  the  direction  of  culture. 

If  Astronomy  has  opened  to  us  an  infinite 
vista  in  space,  and  Geology  in  time,  so  Evolu- 
tion presents  to  us  a  vast  perspective  of  con- 
tinuously advancing  forms  of  being,  whoiv 
organs  adjust  themselves  to  environment  in 
order  to  survive  and  to  gain  greater  power. 
Types  select  variations  in  order  to  attain 
higher  rank,  and  life  becomes  ceaselessly  more 
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complex.  The  law  of  Evolution  holds  on  its 
way  with  upward  impulses  and  beneficent  re- 
sults. It  teaches  us  that  the  world  is  like  a 
developing  organism,  that  the  energy  by  which 
it  is  sustained  and  by  which  it  advances  is 
immanent,  ceaselessly  operating  towards  the 
realisation  of  a  vast  and  glorious  design  of 
beauty.  Evolution  struggles  after  higher 
stages,  hence  effort  is  the  indispensable  con- 
dition of  advancement.  By  conflict  is  really 
God's  way  of  building  up  the  human  soul. 
All  life  has  been  built  up  in  this  way,  to 
struggle  towards  higher  stages  of  existence. 
Struggle  serves  to  evolve  higher  and  better 
forms,  greater  usefulness  and  beauty,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  higher  life.  Advance  every- 
where is  by  struggle  with  adverse  surround- 
ings. This  incessant  warfare  is  the  means  by 
which  much  of  the  beauty  and  harmony  in 
Nature  is  produced. 

Psychic  evolution  will  not  only  augment  the 
capacity  for  thought,  but  also  the  strength  of 
selfishness  will  still  further  be  weakened  by 
disuse,  and  the  power  of  sympathy 
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by  use.  Sympathy  is  a  sort  of  magnetism 
which  draws  all  men  together.  Pleasure  is 
increased  a  hundredfold  when  other  hearts 
beat  in  unison  with  ours. 

The  tendency  of  civilisation  is  more  and 
more  to  repress  the  antagonistic  elements  of 
our  character,  and  to  develop  the  social  ones, 
to  curb  our  purely  selfish  desires  and  exercise 
unselfish  ones.  Science  explains  that  limita- 
tion of  the  liberty  of  each  is  for  the  benefit 
of  all,  and  on  this  our  civilisation  is  based. 
We  should  aim  at  what  enriches  the  life  and 
ennobles  the  soul,  so  shall  we  promote  the 
welfare  and  the  happiness  of  the  nation. 
Then  there  will  arise  a  life  of  hope  to  the 
weakest  and  poorest,  and  a  higher  moral  life 
to  the  highest  and  richest. 

As  a  passionate  love  to  the  God  of  Beauty 
is  implanted  in  the  soul,  it  will  reproduce 
itself  in  greater  abundance  in  the  heart  of 
others,  bringing  treasures  of  beauty  and  glory 
in  its  train.  It  is  a  moral  and  spiritual  power 
mighty  to  energise  the  heart  and  mould  the 
life  of  individuals  and  society  at  large.  The 
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star  of  hope  will  arise  and  shine  all  the 
brighter  for  the  passing  darkness.  God's  love 
will  be  as  the  crown  of  our  lives,  raising  us 
still  nearer  to  Himself.  It  is  like  spring  which 
comes  with  all  the  tender  hope  of  promise. 

The  passion  of  such  love  is  changeless  and 
deathless,  deep  and  holy.  It  is  a  love  which 
lives  through  eternity  and  conquers  all.  Even 
on  earth  with  this  dear  love  in  our  hearts 
do  not  the  heavens  appear  to  the  joyful  spirit 
more  bright,  more  clear  than  ever  before,  for 
by  this  cheering  faith  the  dark  clouds  of  care 
pass  away.  The  bitterness  of  the  past  shall 
render  the  coming  joy  all  the  sweeter,  when 
our  hearts  shall  be  completely  in  tune  with 
Nature,  which  sings  her  praise  of  God's  Beauty 
with  all  her  myriad  voices. 

Let  us  turn  from  Nature  to  those  who  love 
God  on  earth. 

The  torch-bearers  of  the  higher  humanity 
work  toward  the  realisation  of  a  Federation 
of  the  Nations  in  one  loving  brotherhood, 
when  the  spirit  of  the  world  shall  beat  with 
the  rhythm  of  the  Eternal  will  to  form  upon 
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earth  an  ideal  Commonwealth  founded  upon 
principles  of  justice  and  honour,  suffused  with 
spiritual  beauty.  Then  will  Earth  be  an 
altar  of  the  Eternal,  and  Life  a  priesthood  of 
God  the  Beautiful. 


Outline  of  the  Cosmos,  Planned 
for   Beauty 

MY  sole  object  in  studying  the  system  of  the 
Cosmos  in  a  plain  way  has  been  to  understand 
its  meaning  as  a  work  of  Art,  conceivgoL&nd 
carried  out^^^Divin^e^Artist.  In  consider- 
ing this  Cosmos  from  the  aesthetical  side  of 
our  nature,  we  found  it  in  the  last  abstraction 
to  be  the  Realisation  of  the  Beautiful.  Now, 
as  we  approach  the  Cosmos  from  the  intel- 
lectual side,  I  think  that  we  shall  come  to  the 
same  conclusion. 

Now,  if  we  wish  to  consider  the  Cosmos 
philosophically,  there  is  one  thing  we  must 
take  for  granted  in  starting;  namely,  that  it 
exists.  This  being  self-evident,  we  may  pro- 
ceed in  interpreting  the  living  Cosmos  as  a 
work  of  Art  by  pointing  out  that  it  exists 

in  a  threefold  sense : — 
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(1)  According  to  certain  fixed  rules,  called 
laws. 

(2)  That   these   laws    operate   in    order  to 
attain  certain  ends. 

(3)  That  these  laws  exist  according  to  an 
inherent  necessity. 

In  other  words,  the  Cosmos  is  found  to  be  a 
system  of  Relations  established  for  the  main 
object  of  involving  and  evolving  Beauty,  the 
reason  being  that  the  Author  of  the  Cosmos 
in  His  own  essence  is  the  perfect  realisation 
of  all  Beauty.  We  may  therefore  say  that 
He  necessarily  repeats  Himself  to  the  extent 
of  each  derived  being^s  capacity  to  assimilate, 
reflect,  and  evolve  the  Divine  Beauty  in  which 
the  whole  creation  has  its  root,  its  develop- 
ment, and  for  which  it  all  exists. 

Let  me  now  proceed  to  sum  up  rapidly  the 
outline  of  the  Cosmos. 

The  Philosophy  of  Existence  treats  of  the 
Principles,  of  the  Relations,  and  of  the  Pur- 
poses of  Nature,  Science,  and  Art,  for  the 
three  chief  attributes  of  mind  are  Being, 
Knowing,  and  Doing.  Hence  the  Philosophy 
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of  Existence  has  a  threefold  aspect,  embracing 
respectively  the  Philosophy  of  Being,  of  Know- 
ledge, and  of  Purpose. 

The  first  is  represented  by  Consciousness, 
which  is  concerned  with  the  Subjective,  the 
Objective,  and  the  Transcendental  worlds. 
The  second  is  represented  by  Understanding, 
to  which  appertain  Reason  with  its  judg- 
ments, Imagination  with  its  conceptions,  and 
Memory  with  its  perceptions.  The  third  is 
represented  by  Volition,  to  which  belong 
Motions,  Emotions,  and  Motives. 

The  Philosophy  of  Purpose,  with  which  we 
are  chiefly  concerned,  treats  of  the  Good,  the 
True,  and  the  Beautiful,  embraced  in  what 
may  be  called  the  triune  Arts — the  Moral 
Arts,  the  Practical  Arts,  and  the  Fine 
Arts. 

The  Moral  Arts,  better  called  Ethics,  com- 
prehend the  moral  relations  of  all  intellectual 
beings.  The  Science  of  Ethics  expresses  in 
sundry  ways  man's  instinct  after  personal, 
social,  and  national  elevation ;  while  under 

religion  it  includes  a  close  relationship  with 
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the    Divine,    in    whom    is    found    humanity's 
highest  ideal. 

The  Practical  Arts  embody  the  outcome  of 
man's  progress  in  civilisation,  in  material  com- 
fort and  well-being,  by  the  progress  of  science 
and  mechanical  invention,  by  the  discovery 
and  utilisation  of  natural  forces. 

By  subduing  the  forces  of  Nature  to  the 
service  of  man,  and  by  marvellous  discoveries, 
great  advance  has  been  made  in  all  directions, 
and  there  has  been  an  extraordinary  expansion 
of  communication  over  all  the  earth.  Even 
now  we  are  only  on  the  threshold  of  our 
conquest.  Man,  reducing  to  his  service  fire, 
water,  wind,  and  electricity,  discovers  Nature's 
secrets,  and  by  them  learns  to  combat  diseases, 
to  increase  the  value  and  to  lengthen  the 
duration  of  life.  In  other  words,  in  this 
progress  man's  development  has  not  only  been 
physical,  but  also  intellectual,  moral,  religious, 
and  artistic. 

The  Fine  Arts  embody  the  Science  of  the 
Beautiful.  These  Arts  express  in  sundry  ways 
man's  instinct  for  harmony,  and  his  love  of  the 
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Beautiful,  for  as  the  love  of  truth  is  the  origin 
of  Science,  so  the  love  of  the  Beautiful  is  the 
origin  of  Art.  A  love  of  the  Beautiful  should 
be  carried  into  every  home  and  into  all  the 
relations  of  life. 

The  soul's  instinct  of  the  Beautiful  in  life 
and  in  Nature  realises  something  of  the  in- 
finite love  and  wisdom  which  is  summed  up 
in  infinite  Beauty. 

With  the  progress  of  the  Arts,  Moral,  Ap- 
plied, and  Fine,  the  whole  nature  of  man  is 
benefited.  He  advances  in  well-being,  in  use- 
fulness, and  in  happiness,  thus  justifying  the 
conception  of  the  Cosmos  as  a  Philosophy  of 
Purpose  to  make  everything  perfectly  beau- 
tiful and  therefore  joyful  and  happy,  like  the 
Divine  Original. 

In  a  general  way,  it  may  be  said  that  there 
appear  to  be  seven  steps  in  the  scale  of  Ex- 
istence, which  gradually  merge  the  lower  into 
the  higher  forms  in  the  course  of  evolution. 
We  may  enumerate  them  thus  :  Elementary, 
Mechanical,  Chemical,  Organic,  Vital,  Sentient, 
Intellectual. 
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This  method  of  enumeration  brings  home 
to  us  the  truth  that  progression  is  the  end 
of  being,  as  thereby  the  highest  orders  of 
intelligence  are  produced.  It  explains  also 
much  of  the  seeming  mystery  of  life,  for 
where  there  is  progression,  where  lower  stages 
are  leading  to  higher  stages,  there  must  be 
apparent  imperfection  or  immaturity. 

Everywhere  we  discern  a  progress  towards 
a  higher  truth  and  a  bettered  world.  Thus 
sympathy,  hitherto  stunted  by  adverse  con- 
ditions, will  develop  so  that  the  watchword 
of  humanity  will  be  Unity  built  up  from  the 
co-operation  of  the  Many.  By  this  the  growth 
of  Evolution  can  only  end  in  the  establishment 
of  the  greatest  perfection  and  the  most  com- 
plete happiness. 

Creation  is  one  grand  idea  realised  ideally, 
and  is  ever  being  worked  out  actually  or  prac- 
tically on  successive  planes,  stepping-stones  to 
higher  and  more  glorious  existences.  Thus 
new  ideals  are  evolved  which  can  only  be 
realised  on  still  higher  planes,  where  there 
are  more  developed  responses  and  greater 
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powers  of  recognition  of  the  manifold  glory 
which  fills  the  Universe.  Let  us  bear  in  mind 
that  the  superpersonal  God,  the  Divinity  in 
His  fulness,  is  a  Reality.  The  Cosmos  is  the 
outcome  of  a  plan,  the  work  of  an  originat- 
ing mind  whose  thoughts  take  shape  in  laws 
which  exhibit  invariable  marks  of  will.  We 
see  Selection,  out  of  many  possibilities  one 
chosen  as  the  best ;  Combination,  various  lines 
of  action  subordinated  to  one  end  for  which 
they  were  put  forth ;  Gradation,  the  lower 
ends  made  to  lead  up  to  the  higher  in  the 
hierarchy  of  the  Good  and  the  Beautiful. 

We  find  results  consciously  willed  by  a  mind 
like  our  own,  but  on  an  infinitely  grander 
scale.  We  are  men,  and  must  view  the  Uni- 
verse through  the  eyes  of  men.  The  Universe 
will  here  be  seen  not  as  a  machine,  but  as  an 
organism  with  an  indwelling  principle  of 
life. 

We  do  not  surrender  the  soul  or  its  immor- 
tality. It  is  preserved  in  a  new  way,  grander 
than  before.  We  are  parts  of  a  great  whole 
now,  and  we  shall  remain  parts  of  the  same 
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great  whole  for  ever,  for  our  personality  is 
bound  up  in  the  universal  life  of  the  One  and 
All.  No  particle  of  it  can  be  lost.  We  need 
not  fear  death,  for  the  air  we  breathe  is  im- 
mortality. The  whole  of  Nature  as  we  see  it 
is  a  mere  symbol  of  reality.  It  is  richer  than 
our  representation  of  it  by  our  five  senses ;  we 
only  see  the  world  as  we  are  sensible  of  it. 
With  the  increase  of  organs  of  perception 
things  themselves  would  increase,  not  alone 
objectively,  but  subjectively.  The  present  life 
is  only  one  small  section  of  a  whole  reality 
of  life,  and  Science  cannot  possibly  exhaust 
the  possibilities  of  being  and  existence.  The 
Cosmos,  whether  visible  or  invisible  to  us,  is 
the  thought  of  the  Divine  mind  in  expression. 
The  Universe  is  one ;  its  varied  life  is  the 
manifestation  of  a  single  force.  Only  one  sub- 
stance underlies ;  only  one  force  thrills  through 
the  thousand  activities  of  Nature. 

There  is  but  one  universal  element  which 
is  infinite,  unborn,  and  undying.  All  the 
phenomenal  world  is  but  so  many  various 
differentiated  aspects  and  transformations,  or 
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correlations  of  that  one,  from  the  Nebula  to 
Man.  God,  self-limited,  is  the  Universe. 

Nature  everywhere  shows  a  constant  progress 
from  the  simple  to  the  complex,  from  a  feeble 
and  obscure  life  to  one  ever  becoming  more 
energetic  and  intelligent.  Every  degree  of 
existence  is  therefore  in  relation  to  that  which 
is  below  it,  an  end,  and  in  relation  to  that 
which  is  above  it,  a  means.  We  have  thus  an 
ascending  series  of  means  and  ends  which  is 
the  reverse  of  the  descending  series  of  effects 
and  causes. 

It  has  always  seemed  marvellous  to  me  that 
this  bewildering  multiplicity  and  vastness  of 
the  Cosmos  can  be  traced  back  to  the  acting, 
the  reacting,  and  the  interacting  of  only  seven 
abstractions  of  the  one  Reality.  You  know, 
however,  that  these  and  the  laws  under  which 
they  operate  do  not  exhaust  the  sum  total  of 
Reality,  but  only  exhaust  our  power  of  trac- 
ing what  lies  beyond  our  plane  of  thought. 
Wonderful  has  been  the  process  from  elemen- 
tary substance,  with  its  hidden  forces,  by 
which  the  Divine  Artist  has  evolved  at  last 
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thinking  and  loving  souls,  stamped  with  the 
living  seal  of  Divinity,  and  therefore  destined 
for  immortality.  In  these  the  Divine  sees 
Himself  reflected  and  expressed,  although  only 
in  a  fragmentary  way,  yet  higher  than  any 
other  evolved  product  upon  earth.  Thus  the 
world  is  beautified  by  consecrated  souls,  evolved 
for  beauty. 

Each  plane  has  a  beauty  of  its  own,  be- 
cause planned  and  worked  out  by  a  Being  of 
beauty  and  for  beauty,  even  in  its  minutest 
part ;  still  it  is  only  in  the  complete  play  of 
all  the  planes  that  the  full  display  of  the 
beautiful  workmanship  shall  come  into  view. 
Unfortunately  here  on  earth  we  see  only  in 
part,  for  the  Cosmos,  which  is  accessible  to 
humanity,  is  only  an  infinitesimal  fraction  of 
Existence.  In  its  completeness  we  may  con- 
ceive that  it  passes  all  human  comprehension 
and  imagining. 

As  regards  the  Transcendental  world,  we 
have  the  conception  of  it,  although  the  per- 
ception of  it  is  impossible  for  us  in  our  present 
existence.  However,  it  is  the  Transcending 
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world  which  humanity  must  look  upon  as  its 
future  home,  the  treasure  palace  of  infinite 
possibilities.  In  this  Home  of  the  Immortal, 
God  will  be  seen  in  the  fulness  of  His  wonder- 
ful Beauty. 


The    Philosophy    of  Being 
Founded  on  Beauty 

IF  we  abstract  everything  contingent  to  the 
Cosmos,  we  reach  at  last  the  fundamental  con- 
ception, which  is  Being,  operating  in  Space, 
acting  in  Time.  Being,  we  conceive  as  the 
Divine  Unity  of  Life,  in  its  trinity  of  Love, 
Beauty,  and  Joy,  of  which  all  individual  exis- 
tences are  but  limited  expressions. 

We  grasp  the  processes  of  Being  as  an  ob- 
jective factor  more  clearly,  if  we  split  up  its 
constituents  into  a  septenary,  as  can  be  done 
with  light  and  sound.  In  this  case  we  may 
classify  them  as  Space,  Time,  Substance,  Form, 
Power,  Spirit,  and  Soul. 

Each  of  these  constituents,  if  taken  separ- 
ately, is  an  abstraction  from  the  Reality ;  only 
in  their  rhythmic  interactions  do  we  find  Being 
arise  as  a  Cosmos  of  life  and  of  beauty.  To 
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explain  the  Cosmos  from  a  single  one  or  a  few 
of  these  abstractions,  leads  to  failure;  they 
must  all  be  taken  together  to  explain  the 
Cosmos  satisfactorily  and  truly. 

There  may  be,  and  no  doubt  are,  other 
constituents  or  abstractions  in  the  Phenomenal 
Being,  of  which  we  have  no  conceptions  here, 
but  the  seven  which  I  have  enumerated  will 
account  for  manifested  existence  as  far  as  can 
be  grasped  by  us  in  this  earth  life. 

I  need  not  tell  you  that  in  Humanity,  Being 
crowns  on  earth,  its  processes,  and  completes 
the  design,  by  involving,  evolving,  and  indivi- 
dualising a  product,  in  whom  the  spiritual 
nature  is  dimly  realised.  Thus,  humanity 
mirrors  forth,  if  only  in  an  embryonic  way,  the 
Supreme  in  His  Beauty,  whether  seen  in  acts 
of  wisdom,  in  manifestations  of  power  or  love- 
liness, all  broken  lights  of  the  infinite  perfec- 
tion in  every  attribute  of  His  Nature. 

It  is  by  the  action  of  competitive,  co- 
operative, and  compensating  forces  that  all  is 
adjusted,  and  so  exquisitely,  that  a  perfect 
and  beautiful  adaptation  is  obtained.  There 
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are  countless  centres  of  potential  vitality,  each 
having  latent  intelligence  within  it,  and  evolv- 
ing a  succession  of  forms  and  forces  according 
to  the  aspirations  within  and  the  environments 
without. 

The  idea  we  form  of  Being,  in  all  its  phases, 
must  accord  with  our  senses,  our  intellectual 
conceptions,  with  our  ethical  perceptions,  with 
our  spiritual  intuitions  of  what  is  good,  true, 
and  beautiful. 

The  Cosmos,  the  more  it  is  studied,  is  found 
to  be  inexpressibly  sublime,  in  its  harmony, 
its  beauty,  and  its  beneficence. 

We  may  conceive  Evolution  as  radiative 
energy,  the  law  of  effects,  while  Involution,  as 
concentrated  activity,  the  law  of  causes.  Evolu- 
tion is  a  continued  development  of  new  con- 
ditions, which  are  better  suited  to  the  needs  of 
organism  than  the  old.  Evolution  is,  there- 
fore, simply  a  rearrangement  of  what  is  either 
from  a  lower  to  a  higher  manifestation  or 
the  reverse.  Evolution  is  possible  to  humanity, 
because  man  is  a  being  capable  of  conceiving 
an  ideal,  and  of  trying  to  realise  it. 
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Perfection  is  the  aim  which  lies  before  us 
as  an  ideal  constantly  showing  a  new  vista  of 
further  progress.  Its  path  is  unlimited,  and 
the  possibility  of  Evolution  is  infinite:  even 
death  is  a  process  of  progress. 

In  the  Cosmos  we  must  conceive  as  involved 
all  inexhaustible  existences  in  their  richness, 
beauty,  and  unity.  In  Man,  the  system  of 
law  is  completed,  for  the  consciousness  of 
Humanity  has  reached  to  the  consciousness  of 
the  Divine,  beyond  whom  nothing  higher  can 
be  conceived. 

We  discover  in  the  laws  of  the  Cosmos 
one  all-pervading  Soul  who  is  immanent  in  it, 
and  who  assumes  in  this  beautiful  world  in- 
exhaustible expressions  of  form  and  character. 
Every  soul  is  but  an  organic  part  of  the  uni- 
versal law  of  involution,  of  which  Nature  is 
the  divine  evolution.  We  cannot  identify 
God  with  the  Universe,  because  He  is  far 
above  it,  but  we  identify  it  as  one  of  His 
expressions. 

Divine  immanence  is  not  pantheism :  it  does 
not  deny  God's  real  personality.  God  in  His 
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Immanence  lives  in  His  creation  ever  present, 
the  centre  of  all  life  and  being.  The  all- 
embracing  idea  is  of  God  living  within  us, 
as  well  as  without  us  and  above  us.  We  see 
a  life  suffusing  all  beings  and  infusing  itself 
into  all  life.  The  Cosmos  is  one,  and  the 
organisms  from  atom  to  man  are  bound  to- 
gether by  the  same  set  of  laws.  And  above  all, 
there  is  a  Reality  that  abides,  an  Intelligence 
who  directs,  the  Source  of  all  that  is  good  and 
true — God  the  Beautiful. 


Personality  Perfected  in  Beauty 

THROUGHOUT  Nature's  vast  processes,  her  final 
end  is  to  produce  personality.  In  this  are 
treasured  mind  and  spirit,  ensouled  in  ever- 
changing  forms,  yet  each  soul  having  infinite 
depths  of  inner  life,  partly  developed,  partly 
in  potentiality,  prophesying  a  coming  glory, 
a  perfect  beauty. 

By  being  in  possession  of  these  treasures, 
humanity  reflects  the  Divine  personality.  In 
this  life  we  are  frail  human  personalities ;  in  the 
next  we  shall  be  immortal  personalities.  There 
God  will  be  revealed  to  us  in  His  Beauty,  and 
there  we  shall  assimilate  more  of  His  perfections. 

True  Personality  is  conscious  existence  in 
the  Divine  and  likeness  to  Him  in  His  Nature 
and  Character. 

A  treble  consciousness  is  the  ground  of  our 
Personality;  a  Divine  Consciousness  belongs 
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to  us,  although  our  spiritual  faculties  are  yet 
only,  as  it  were,  in  a  rudimentary  state,  not 
yet  fully  cognisant  of  our  conscious  oneness 
with  God;  we  also  have  an  objective  Con- 
sciousness of  Nature  and  Humanity,  and  a 
subjective  consciousness  of  our  own  personality. 

The  fulness  of  Union  is  Personality.  The 
true  or  higher  self  is  the  Divine  in  each  of  us, 
and  this  necessarily  radiates  to  all  creation,  even 
as  God,  who  is  the  centre  of  Universal  Life. 

In  the  depths  of  finite  life  the  personal  life 
seems  a  small  thing,  but  in  the  spiritual  aspect 
we  realise  our  greatness  and  grandeur.  Per- 
sonality is  the  inner  reality  of  which  the  char- 
acter is  the  manifestation.  When  we  say  that 
God  is  a  person,  we  mean  that  there  is  in 
Nature  infinite  love,  using  Almighty  power 
with  transcending  wisdom  for  the  highest  wel- 
fare of  all.  God  is  the  only  perfect  personality, 
whereas  to  finite  beings  only  an  approximation 
to  full  personality  is  attainable,  for  whereas  we 
are  limited  on  all  hands,  the  personality  of  God 
is  subject  to  no  limitations,  being  an  intellec- 
tual or  spiritual,  and  not  a  material  entity. 
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The  personality  of  God  is  expressed  in  the 
personalities  of  His  creatures,  and  these  give 
Him  new  fellowship.  Our  personality  is  in- 
complete until  we  live  in  full  fellowship  with 
God  and  our  fellowmen  in  thought,  action,  and 
purposes.  The  more  we  love,  the  more  we 
consciously  live :  the  more  we  live  in  others, 
the  more  we  come  into  consciousness  of  the 
fellowship  of  life.  Hence,  when  we  altogether 
live  in  others,  by  making  ourselves  one  with 
them  in  their  joys  and  sorrows,  we  shall  truly 
and  fully  be  alive. 

God  does  not  wish  to  destroy  humanity,  but 
only  destroy  all  that  separates  humanity  from 
fullest  fellowship  in  and  with  Himself.  We 
need  not  fear  that,  in  the  progress  out  of  in- 
dividuality into  the  Infinite,  we  shall  be  so 
merged  in  Him  as  to  lose  our  personality ;  on 
the  contrary,  we  shall  then  reach  personality  in 
all  its  completeness. 

God  is  the  Real  as  well  as  the  Ideal.  The 
heart  needs  a  person  to  worship  and  to  love, 
not  a  proposition  which  only  requires  intellec- 
tual acceptance.  If  there  is  to  be  love,  it  must 
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be  between  two  persons,  even  although  the  one 
of  them  is  Divine. 

We  gain  instead  of  losing  personality  by 
coming  into  conscious  union  with  the  Supreme 
Life.  We  realise  immortality  by  being  con- 
scious of  our  deeper  self.  God,  however  much 
transcending  our  finite  ideals,  is  also  a  person- 
ality— apprehended  most  readily  as  personal 
with  a  purpose  guiding  the  world,  and  a  plan 
directing  the  apparently  blind  rush  of  things. 
We  believe  in  a  personal  God  when  we  admit 
the  Universe  to  be  the  product  of  will,  mind, 
and  intelligence,  for  these  imply  Personality ; 
but  Deity  we  must  conceive  not  only  as  this, 
but  also  as  supra-personal,  by  having  no  mortal 
form  and  no  limitations  such  as  those  of  our 
frail  conditional  personality.  The  idea  of  God 
involves  personality  as  its  very  essence. 

The  Unity  of  Nature  vindicates  design  to 
the  Author;  but  with  design  there  follows 
intelligence  and  personality.  Personality  as- 
serts itself  in  conscious  aspirations  and  en- 
deavours, arid  in  realisations  of  purpose  ;  hence 
the  importance  of  design  and  of  consciousness. 
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Man^s  personality  is  nothing  but  a  partial 
reflection  of  the  Divine.  The  immanent 
Divine  in  us  is  seen  in  the  prompting  of 
our  hearts  to  acts  of  love,  joy,  and  beauty. 
The  physical  view  would  reduce  God  to  a 
mechanical  principle ;  this  human  and  moral 
view  raises  God  into  a  Person.  Our  Religion 
gives  us  a  personal  Being  who  can  meet  every 
aspiration,  every  desire,  every  longing  of  man. 

While  we  are  humiliated  by  the  realisation 
of  our  own  insignificance,  we  are  elevated  with 
the  thought  of  our  own  infinity.  This  is  the 
purpose  of  life.  We  realise  immortality  by 
being  conscious  both  of  our  earthly  and  of 
our  divine  Nature.  The  worth  of  immortality 
lies  in  its  personality. 

The  soul  delights  in  the  consciousness  of  the 
bonds  between  it  and  God,  for  these  are  three- 
fold, and  will  never  be  broken.  They  are 
Dependence,  Admiration,  Love.  The  only 
satisfying  and  true  explanation  of  Divine 
Personality  is  to  present  a  divine  person  as 
the  sole  and  satisfying  object  of  reliance  and 
trust,  of  admiration,  of  love, 'and  as  a  model 
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for  all  that  is  mortal.  Nothing  but  infinite 
love  is  sufficient  for  the  infinite  needs  of  the 
human  soul.  Love  is  the  only  key  that  gives 
entrance  into  the  Realm  of  the  Eternal. 

We  may  ask  why  death  is  in  the  world, 
and  our  answer  must  be  because  every  phase 
of  life  is  transitory  until  the  permanent  be- 
comes possible  through  perfection.  The  soul 
desires  infinite  personality,  but  it  must  first 
deserve  it.  Man,  in  virtue  of  this  great  desire, 
should  permit  nothing  to  come  between  God 
and  the  soul,  thus  abolishing  all  mediation, 
priestly  or  otherwise.  It  must  be  a  direct 
communion,  soul  with  soul.  The  soul  is  not 
content  with  the  highest  or  holiest  on  earth,  or 
the  highest  and  holiest  in  glory  (not  even  the 
Seraphims  or  Archangels,  or  whatever  glorious 
Beings  are  above  them)  to  step  between  it 
and  God.  It  craves  as  the  fulfilment  of  its 
life  a  personal  communion  with  God  the 
Beautiful  in  time  and  in  eternity. 

Every  life  in  manifestation  is  individual, 
and  it  shows  this  by  being  self-acting  in  its 
own  way.  Therefore  its  self- distinction  sepa- 
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rates  it  from  others.  All  are  quivering  with 
inherent  energies,  and  with  powers  which  work 
towards  an  end.  Every  life  is  therefore  a 
system  of  purposed  motions  and  actions. 
These  myriads  upon  myriads  of  various  life 
systems  form  series  of  beings  in  an  infinite 
number  of  stages,  with  varying  intensity  of 
activity  and  vitality,  but  it  is  a  gradation 
perfect  and  continuous.  The  notion  of  in- 
dividuality involves  both  isolation  from  and 
relation  to  the  whole  outside  Universe,  for 
self-communication  is  essential  to  personality. 
The  Cosmos  we  must  conceive  as  alive  from 
its  centre  to  its  circumference;  each  life  in 
manifestation,  let  it  be  ever  so  minute,  is 
conscious  and  individual.  The  Cosmos  teems 
with  luxuriant  forms  of  existence  which  are 
exponents  of  myriad  attributes  of  Existence 
which  are  to  us  at  present  inconceivable,  and 
to  which  our  imagination  cannot  as  yet  even 
attain.  Only  when  we  become  supra-personal 
will  the  glories  of  another  existence  dawn  upon 
us  and  fill  our  souls  with  unspeakable  joy. 


The   Microscopical    World    as 
Manifesting  Beauty 

IN  this  fairyland  of  Nature  we  find  not  only, 
as  we  would  expect,  Form,  Substance,  and 
Power,  operating  in  Space  and  acting  in  Time, 
but  these,  like  all  else  in  the  Cosmos,  subject 
to  the  same  mathematical,  mechanical,  and 
biological  laws,  according  to  which  surprising 
products  of  vital  architecture,  of  extreme  de- 
licacy and  beauty,  and  of  perfect  symmetry, 
have  been  built  up,  all  on  a  scale  so  minute, 
that  their  elegant  construction  and  mode  of 
life  are  only  partially  revealed  to  us  even  by 
the  highest  magnifying  powers. 

Yet  in  this  world  of  the  infinitely  little  we 
find  also   that  life  holds  swav,   and  that  the 

*/  * 

minutest  microscopic  individuals  possess  psychic 
faculties  apparently  similar  to  those  of  indi- 
viduals higher  up  in  the  scale  of  life,  for  these 
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tiny  beings  have,  like  ourselves,  their  periods 
of  birth,  of  growth,  of  reproduction,  of  decay, 
and  of  death.  They  evidently  feel,  they  love, 
they  hate,  they  work  and  provide  for  those 
depending  upon  them,  they  plan,  they  aspire, 
they  crave  for  satisfaction  and  for  happiness. 
The  microscope  reveals  to  us  an  invisible  world 
of  life,  full  of  an  infinite  wealth  of  forms.  In 
the  tiny  cell  we  recognise  the  all-pervading 
elementary  organism  of  whose  social  com- 
munities the  tissues  are  composed,  so  all 
organic  life  in  all  its  stages  springs  from  the 
same  elementary  forces  of  nature,  from  sensa- 
tion and  movement. 

Consciousness  in  microscopic  life,  and  even 
farther  back,  we  must  postulate  as  an  inherent 
property  of  all  in  its  dynamic  aspect,  like 
gravitation  or  chemical  affinity.  We  must 
assume  that  every  unit  of  being,  whether  in 
its  microscopic  or  Ethereal  primitive  form, 
has  its  individual  consciousness  in  its  own 
way. 

We  find  microscopic  forms  of  individuals 
perfect  in  all  their  parts,  complicated  in  their 
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organism,  made  up  of  countless  varieties  of 
tissues,  the  response  of  the  organism  to  its 
environment,  the  answer  of  the  life  within,  the 
putting  forth  of  the  powers  of  life,  or  con- 
sciousness. In  the  germinal  life  is  hidden  all 
the  possibilities  of  loftiest  life  evolution ;  one 
life  lives  in  and  binds  the  whole  into  one 
Unity  by  co-operation. 

The  microscope  as  well  as  the  telescope 
reveals  the  glory  of  God  the  Beautiful,  im- 
manent in  every  atom.  Every  portion  of  this 
infinity  of  worlds  has,  in  its  own  way,  a  full 
and  exquisite  life,  beautiful  and  perfect  in 
every  detail.  Nature  is  vital  and  beautiful 
throughout,  being  instinct  to  the  minutest 
particle  with  immortal  energies,  not,  perhaps, 
in  the  same  sense  as  ours,  nor  to  the  same 
degree  vital  in  all  its  parts,  yet,  nevertheless, 
a  living  whole,  not  devoted  to  dissolution  as 
an  end,  but  destined  to  eternal  existence  in 
ever-changing  forms;  a  progressive  growth, 
where  utility,  beauty,  joy,  and  love  blend. 
The  microscopic  world  is  therefore  like  the 
rest  of  existence,  the  realm  of  beauty,  although 
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these  fragile,  infinite  forms  are  difficult  to  in- 
vestigate. 

Now,  if  we  pass  from  the  microscopic  world 
of  life  to  the  ethereal  systems,  we  trace  the 
full  majestic  plays  of  the  forces  which  we  find 
operating  in  our  solar  and  sidereal  systems. 

We  must  not,  like  the  materialists,  look 
upon  the  various  Ether  systems  solely  from  a 
mechanical  standpoint,  which  is  a  very  one- 
sided aspect,  but  see  in  them  cosmic  life  forces, 
which  obey  the  same  physical,  mathematical, 
chemical,  and  biological  laws  which  we  observe 
in  the  larger  groupings  of  ethereal  vitalised 
forces  in  other  parts  of  Nature's  vast  domain 
more  within  our  ken. 

There  is  therefore  not  only  a  material,  but 
also  a  spiritual  standpoint,  and  the  latter  is 
the  most  important.  From  this  point  of  view, 
we  postulate  as  an  inherent  necessity  of  Being 
in  its  manifestation,  that  sentiency,  mind,  spirit, 
and  soul  hold  sway  in  some  measure. 

We  must  look  upon  existence  in  all  its 
phases  to  be  seen  in  fuller  perfection  in  the 
higher  systems  of  Being,  which  in  their  material 
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or  form-giving  aspects  we  call  the  Ether  worlds, 
and  in  their  spiritual  or  energising  aspects  we 
call  the  Transcendental  world. 

It  is  to  this  latter,  in  its  highest  develop- 
ment, that  we  must  look  as  our  souPs  future 
abode,  where  we  will  possess  the  ethereal  forms 
which  belong  to  each  separate  spiritual  grace 
of  beauty  in  our  character  acquired  in  this 
anteroom  of  preparation  for  the  higher  destiny. 
The  seeds  of  excellence  planted  here  in  our 
souls  will  in  future  ages  have  developed  into 
flowers  of  immortal  beauty.  The  transient  in 
Phenomenal  Being  will  be  resolved  into  the 
stable  being  of  perfection. 

It  is  a  consolation,  a  lifting  of  the  veil  of 
life's  mystery,  when  we  reflect  that  owing  to 
life's  limitations  such  a  beautiful  character  can 
only  be  formed  by  humanity  on  earth. 

I  have  referred  already  to  the  cells.  Let 
me  now  add  that  in  consequence  of  the  wonder- 
ful activities  of  the  cells,  we  may  well  speak  of 
them  not  only  as  individuals,  but  as  marvel- 
lously trained  professionals,  almost  rivalling 
humanity.  Many  cells  are  spoken  of  as  being 
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builders.  In  the  same  way  it  is  said  that 
multitudes  of  cells  are  expert  chemists,  artists, 
sculptors,  mathematicians,  and  so  on,  in  that 
they  make  all  the  myriad  chemical  products 
of  organic  nature,  such  as  spices,  pigments, 
sugar,  starches,  acids,  perfumes,  and  numerous 
other  substances.  They  paint  in  colours  that 
rival  the  hues  of  the  rainbow.  They  construct 
all  the  beautiful  forms  in  the  animal  and  plant 
worlds,  and  they  draw  lines  as  straight  and 
curves  as  graceful  as  the  mathematicians. 

Many  diverse  cells  associate  together  in  as 
intimate  correlations  as  occur  in  the  higher 
animals,  accomplishing  results  that  are  pro- 
foundly interesting  and  marvellous.  One  tiny 
cell,  hardly  visible  under  the  microscope,  is 
able  to  hold  all  the  heritages  of  the  race,  and 
gradually  unfold  them,  as  it  builds  up  the 
body  into  myriads  of  diverse  cells  ultimately 
associated  together. 

We  must  take  it  that  the  whole  of  space 
is  filled  with  countless  myriads  of  life  sys- 
tems in  different  degrees  of  development  and 
complexity,  yet  all  working  on  the  plans  of 
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competition,  co-operation,  and  compensation. 
Each  system  has  its  own  capacities,  its  own 
degree  of  sensibility,  consciousness,  will-power, 
and  aspiration.  Moreover,  each  system  contains 
in  itself  the  potentiality  of  the  whole,  being 
in  a  sense  the  representative  of  the  sum  total 
of  its  parts.  It  is  in  this  sense  that  the  word 
soul  is  used  as  a  synonym  of  the  sum  total  of 
feelings  or  consciousness. 

Our  thoughts  are  best  conceived  as  having 
a  spiritual  substance,  or,  in  other  words,  the 
soul  materialises  itself  under  the  law  of  limita- 
tion. For  this  reason  it  is  capable  of  a  higher 
evolution,  of  a  spiritual  increase,  and  rises  into 
a  higher  plane  of  ideal  life  of  ever  greater  like- 
ness to  God,  who  is  the  absolute  realisation  of 
the  infinite  essence  of  Being  in  its  perfection 
of  Beauty,  Love,  and  Joy  summed  up  in  per- 
fect Life. 

The  idealising  spirit  of  Beauty,  the  most 
manifest  and  most  lovable  to  man,  is  the 
consecration  of  all  ideal  possibilities.  As 
man  progresses  he  compels  the  forces  by 
which  he  is  surrounded  to  minister  to  his 
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comfort,  his  happiness,  his  elevation,  and  to 
his  delight. 

Once  more,  God  must  be  conceived  as  the 
single,  indivisible,  but  self  -  differentiating 
energy  of  which  all  we  see  are  partial  forms, 
forces,  and  expressions  of  life. 

His  vivifying  essence  pervades  the  Cosmos, 
reaching  in  an  endless  ascending  and  descend- 
ing circuit  from  the  visible  to  the  invisible. 
There  is  therefore  a  unity  of  the  Cosmos,  an 
interdependence  and  correlation  of  all  forces, 
physical,  mental,  and  spiritual.  Thus  we 
find  beauty,  progress,  and  harmony  every- 
where, linked  by  love  to  this  source  of  Per- 
fect Beauty. 

All  forms  of  the  unseen,  unknown  forces, 
such  as  ether  systems,  undulations  of  light 
and  sound,  are  fundamentally  modes  of  mind. 
The  omnipresence  of  mind  is  in  every  particle 
of  the  Cosmos,  for  mind  is  potentially  present 
in  the  primordial  elements  out  of  which 
human  life  at  last  emerges.  Here  we  see 
a  new  light  shining  in  a  new  kingdom  of 
God  the  Beautiful. 


Aspects  of  Divinity,  Leading  to  a 
God  of  Beauty 

You  ask  me  to  give  you  an  outline  of  some 
of  the  aspects  of  God  under  which  humanity, 
in  its  evolution,  has  conceived  Him,  in  order 
to  compare  with  your  own  ideas  on  the  subject. 
I  should  say  that  there  are  three  outstand- 
ing aspects  : — 

(1)  As  the  All. 

(2)  As  the  Many. 

(3)  As  the  One. 

The  different  systems  of  Religion  and  Faith 
may  be  classified  as  follows : — 

(1)  Identifying  God  with  Nature,  or  Pan- 
theism. 

(&)  Worshipping  separate  Gods,  or  Poly- 
theism. 

(3)  Worshipping  one  God  above  the  rest, 
or  Henotheism. 
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(4)  Worshipping     one     Personal    God,    or 

Monotheism. 

(5)  Worshipping  one  God,  but  as  a  King 

or  as  a  Judge — Judaism  and  Mahom- 
medanism. 

(6)  Worshipping  one  God,  but  as  a  Father 

— Christianity. 

(7)  Worshipping  the  one  God  as  the  God 

of  Love  and  Beauty,  whence  will  arise 
the  Religion  of  Beauty,  the  summary 
of  all  the  rest. 

My  object  in  writing  has  been  to  show  that 
I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt,  nay,  that  I  am 
convinced,  that  the  time  will  come,  and  must 
come,  when  the  most  advanced  in  spiritual 
insight  will  realise  that  religion  in  its  fulness 
will  mean  worshipping  the  Beautiful,  in  which 
aspect  God's  highest  glory  is  seen  in  its  truest 
and  most  attractive  light. 

Religion  has  been  defined  in  many  ways. 
It  may  be  said,  however,  to  be  a  statement 
of  the  conceptions  which  men  have  framed  of 
the  Source  of  the  Cosmos,  and  their  relation  to 
that  Source.  It  has  generally  been  the  con- 
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ception  of  a  power  and  a  purpose  immanent 
in  the  Cosmos  as  well  as  above  it. 

The  human  race  is  under  an  immense  debt 
of  gratitude  to  the  Jews  for  their  reformers  of 
old,  who  wisely  abolished  all  embodiments  of 
Divinity,  and  taught  them  to  find  their  sole 
satisfaction  in  contemplation  of  the  moral 
attributes  of  one  God,  thus  opening  to  men 
a  moral  kingdom,  and  making  Conscience  the 
inquisitor  of  conduct.  The  Zoroastrians  had 
perhaps  previously  reached  nearly  the  same 
sublime  truth,  but  their  dualism  is  defective 
when  compared  with  the  splendid  monotheism 
of  the  Jews. 

The  Greeks  supplemented  moral  graces  by 
intellectual  and  aesthetic  beauty.  To  them 
beauty  was  significant  of  all  virtue,  whether 
human  or  divine,  and  they  made  the  soul  to 
have  a  loving  converse  with  Nature  and  its 
Source.  To  the  Greeks  beauty  and  melody 
were  at  Nature's  heart.  This  made  them  love 
the  fair  world,  with  its  sunshine,  its  streams, 
groves,  mountains,  and  oceans.  They  loved 
the  winged  breath  of  heaven  and  the  over- 
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arching  sky,  the  clear  firmament,  and  the 
radiant  stars.  In  everything  they  read  the 
pure  joy  of  existence,  and  they  had  therefore 
a  lofty  ideal  of  human  life  and  prospects. 

One  of  the  most  widespread  and  most 
natural  conceptions  among  Oriental  nations, 
when  they  had  been  welded  into  despotic 
governments,  was  to  conceive  the  Cosmos  to 
be  likewise  ruled  on  a  system  of  authority 
based  upon  power,  as  if  its  ruler  were  an 
absolute  potentate,  in  whom  were  centred 
not  only  the  executive,  but  also  the  judicial 
and  the  mediatorial  functions.  He  was  to 
them  King,  Judge,  and  High  Priest. 

The  laws  manifested  in  the  Cosmos  which 
were  open  to  the  ken  of  the  Ancients  were 
seen  to  be  not  only  uniform  and  unalterable, 
but  planned,  moreover,  with  wisdom,  and 
carried  out  with  an  irresistible  force,  as  if 
in  the  hands  of  a  despot  who  brooked  no 
opposition,  and  yet  a  power  seen  in  many  ways 
to  be  exercised  in  the  interest  of  justice  and 
of  mercy. 

Then,  again,  the  Cosmos  was  also  thought 
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to  exhibit  the  sublime  conception  of  a  sacri- 
ficial law  at  work,  a  continued  succession  of 
ransoms  and  expiations,  a  law  which  requires 
ministrations  and  sacrifices.  The  working  out 
of  this  law  in  an  exaggerated  form  by  an 
established  priesthood  has  entailed  untold 
sufferings  and  distractions  of  mind  upon 
poor,  deluded  humanity,  and  dimmed  the 
glory  of  God  the  Beautiful  by  caricaturing 
Him  as  an  implacable  Judge  or  a  bloodthirsty 
tyrant  who  gloated  over  the  sufferings  of  His 
victims. 

In  our  days,  happily,  a  higher  and  truer 
standpoint  has  at  last  been  reached.  The 
human  race  is  now  seen  as  a  living,  growing 
organism  of  vast  complexity  and  incalculable 
capacity,  with  forces  operating  which  are 
either  destructive  to  the  true  health  of  that 
organism,  and  which  must  therefore  be  fought, 
or  forces  which  evolve  superior  social  condi- 
tions, welfare,  and  happiness,  and  which  there- 
fore must  be  cultivated.  And  from  the  human 
family  our  view  expands  still  higher,  even  to 
the  unseen  realms  of  spiritual  beings  who  fill 
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God's  beautiful  palaces.  We  may  postulate 
that  the  aspiration  of  our  souls  for  beauty 
beats  in  unison  with  those  spiritual  beings 
of  vaster  capacities,  with  whom,  however,  if 
we  have  nothing  else,  we  have  this  at  least  in 
common,  that  we  all  love  and  worship  God 
the  Beautiful.  May  we  not  take  it  that  the 
only  difference  is,  that  these  glorified  beings 
see  and  enj.oy  more  of  the  Beauty  of  the 
Creator,  and  have  assimilated  more  of  His 
beautiful  attributes  than  we,  who  are  as  yet 
dwelling  in  this  little  school  of  preparation. 
In  this  universal  progress  towards  beauty? 
one  glorious  hierarchy  of  beings  after  another 
is  evolved  and  advanced  towards  the  Highest, 
but  the  law  of  sacrificial  love  has  so  ordained 
it,  that  the  higher  the  advance,  the  stronger 
also  becomes  the  passion  for  sympathy  with 
others  in  their  needs,  and  therefore  each 
sphere's  beings  are  ready  at  Love's  behest  to 
return  as  ministrants  to  the  lowest  planes  in 
order  to  fulfil  Love's  mission,  by  uplifting  the 
submerged  and  saving  the  lost,  for  are  they 
not  all  one  ? 
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The  highest  beings  in  God's  universe  are 
therefore  also  the  humblest  and  lowliest,  for 
this  self-sacrificing  spirit  of  ministration  is 
one  outstanding  feature  in  the  perfection  of 
spiritual  beauty,  the  beauty  of  God's  own 
adorable  character. 

Every  prophet  and  teacher  has  had  his  own 
message,  especially  needed  for  the  times  in 
which  he  lived.  Confucius  dwelt  chiefly  on 
Morality,  Zoroaster  on  Purity,  Buddha  on 
Renunciation,  Moses  on  Law,  Jesus  on  the 
Fatherhood  of  God,  Mohammed  on  the  Unity 
of  God.  Future  teachers  will  dwell  on  the 
Beauty  of  God  as  a  summing  up  of  all  His 
perfections. 

Each  of  these  messages  to  the  world  con- 
tained partial  truths  of  the  highest  import- 
ance, needed  for  the  times,  and  which  exhibited 
one  or  other  of  the  Creator's  relations  to 
Humanity,  and  made  Religion  a  practical  life 
system,  to  guide  humanity  forward  to  nobler 
living  and  a  higher  faith.  They  have  all  been 
more  or  less  factors  in  the  elevation  and  re- 
formation of  the  world. 
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Future  ages  in  their  missionary  work  to 
convert  the  world  to  a  still  higher  and  nobler 
faith,  will  need  to  do  full  justice  to  the  earlier 
and  partial  conceptions  and  beliefs,  and  while 
separating  the  dross,  show  how  the  Religion 
of  Beauty  is  the  summing  up  and  fulfilment 
of  all  the  rest,  and  in  which  all  find  their  due 
subordination. 


The   Divine   Immanence  as   a 
God   of  Beauty 

THE  Cosmos  from  another  standpoint  appears 
to  us  as  pervaded  by,  or  as  being  a  divine  im- 
manent force  operating  from  the  centre  to  the 
circumference ;  in  other  words,  as  if  Divinity 
was  not  standing  outside  the  Creation,  but  was 
part  and  parcel  of  it,  for  God  must  surely  be 
indwelling  in  His  own  creation.  This  aspect 
is  confirmed  when  we  find  that  everything  in 
it  is  evolved  as  inherent,  or  immanent,  on  the 
strict  lines  of  mathematical,  geometrical,  and 
mechanical  principles,  so  that  every  part  in 
existence,  even  the  most  minute  microscopic 
cell,  and  farther  back  into  the  still  more 
mysterious  life  forces  if  open  to  our  inspection, 
could  be  demonstrated  likewise  as  being  a  solved 
problem  of  mechanical  skill  on  mathematical 
and  geometrical  principles,  the  actualisation 
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of  a  scientific  conception,  the  incarnation  of 
divine  thought,  of  law,  order,  and  harmony.  , 

From  this  point  of  view  the  Cosmos  is  seen 
as  a  living  arithmetic  in  its  development  built 
up  of  numbers,  a  realised  geometry  in  its  re- 
pose and  proportion,  a  vast  machine  within 
which  motions  are  being  exchanged  by  contact 
and  radiation.  It  is  therefore  seen  to  be  a 
solved  problem  of  pure  mechanics  from  the 
first  motion  of  the  Ether  to  the  revolutions  of 
the  solar  system ;  from  the  formation  of  the 
first  cell  to  the  life  of  man.  Life  is  seen  as  a 
living  equation,  of  which  Evolution  is  the  one 
half  and  Involution  the  other  half,  the  product 
in  its  finality  being  individualisation  of  Life. 

Nature  shows  us  in  this  aspect  God  at  work, 
and  He  is  found  to  work  by  laws  such  as 
geometry  postulates.  The  legislation  of  the 
material  Universe  is  delivered  in  the  language 
of  mathematics.  The  stars  in  their  courses 
are  regulated  by  the  properties  of  the  conic 
section,  and  the  winds  depend  on  arithmetical 
and  geometrical  progressions  of  elasticity  and 
pressure.  The  whole  constitution  of  the 
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Universe  involves  an  assemblage  of  mathe- 
matical propositions  and  algebraic  formulae. 
This  is  God's  method  of  working,  everything 
planned  and  carried  out  by  strict  rules. 

The  Cosmos  is  found  to  be  one  great  Unity, 
which  in  its  laws  are  one  and  the  same  through- 
out. It  is  in  obedience  to  a  single  force,  in 
accordance  with  one  universal  principle,  ex- 
pressible by  an  equation,  that  all  the  heavenly 
bodies  are  reigned  in  their  calm  orbits  and  on 
their  courses. 

There  is  an  intellectual  unity  pervading 
physical  diversity.  The  law  of  chemical 
affinity,  like  that  of  universal  gravitation, 
is  another  example  of  unity  of  principle 
with  diversity  of  results. 

Science  is  enforcing  the  lesson  by  bringing 
home  to  all  minds  the  conviction  that  the 
Cosmos  is  a  unity,  for  it  is  built  ultimately 
by  one  set  of  laws,  it  is  adapted  to  the  iden- 
tical modes  of  conscious  existence,  it  presents 
amidst  infinite  diversities  of  forms  and  con- 
ditions the  prevalence  of  one  principle,  the 
uniformity  of  first  laws.  All  discoveries  bear 
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the  same  inference,  and  every  deduction  brings 
us  forward  to  the  same  conclusion — one  Essence, 
one  set  of  laws,  one  Aim. 

Dualism  is  being  driven  out  from  all  depart- 
ments of  thought,  and  enthroning  an  ultimate 
spiritual  Monism,  or  rather  Monotheism,  in  its 
place.  The  modern  intellect  affirms  that  we 
live,  not  under  two  systems,  but  assuredly 
under  one,  whatever  may  be  its  character. 
The  mind  abhors  dualism  as  much  as  Nature 
abhors  a  vacuum.  The  Cosmos  is  one  idea, 
and  therefore  we  can  apply  terrestrial  prin- 
ciples to  celestial  phenomena.  The  tendency 
of  all  science  is  to  reduce  phenomena  to  the 
varied  application  of  one  principle.  The 
finest  work  is  that  in  which  the  greatest 
variety  of  application  is  consistent  with  Unity 
in  the  principle  applied. 

We  must  renounce  the  dualism  which  has 
been  a  hindrance  to  Civilisation,  the  foe  of 
Philosophy,  the  bane  of  true  Religion.  We 
must  stand  up  strenuously  for  the  eternal  and 
essential  oneness  of  the  Universe.  Then  will 
we  be  able  to  contemplate  Nature  with  keener 
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zest  on  account  of  its  beauty,  with  a  deeper 
reverence  for  its  laws,  and  a  firmer  faith  in  the 
love,  the  wisdom,  and  the  power  of  its  supreme 
Source. 

The  spectroscope  has  shown  that  our  sun, 
and  all  the  other  stars  that  have  been  sub- 
jected to  its  analysing  scrutiny  are  composed 
of  the  very  same  materials  (chemical  elements) 
as  those  which  make  up  the  great  bulk  of  our 
planet,  revealing  a  unity  of  origin,  indicating 
one  common  life-bearing  mission.  Thus  the 
world  process  is  a  unit,  and  all  forces  are  so 
,  many  diverse  forms  of  one  ultimate  energy. 

Life  is  now  known  to  be  a  unit,  because  all 
its  processes  and  forces  reveal  one  immanent, 
omnipresent  spirit,  ever  manifesting  wisdom, 
love,  and  power  through  the  infinitely  beauti- 
ful system  in  which  God  perpetually  lives. 

We  unify  in  one  great  system  of  evolutionary 
idealism  all  that  is  noble,  sacred,  beautiful,  and 
true.  There  is  also  a  coming  Unity  in  the 
higher  social  state  of  the  spirit,  when  the 
physical,  ethical,  and  religious  evolutions  will 
unite  in  the  inner  Jaw  and  outer  expression 
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of  a  divine  Unity,  when  each  will  dedicate  his 
life  to  the  highest  ideals  of  brotherhood,  and 
to  the  service  of  Him  who  is  the  Highest  con- 
ceivable Being. 

We  must  verify  for  ourselves  the  idea  of  the 
ultimate  Unity  of  all  things,  and  which  lies 
at  the  basis  of  all  religions.  It  is  a  glorious 
conception  that  one  infinite  intelligence  per- 
vades the  Cosmos,  and  that  eternal  laws  are 
the  expression  of  one  infinite  will.  We  reach 
thus  the  magnificent  conception  of  one  infinite 
design,  persisting  through  infinite  time,  and 
extending  throughout  infinite  space,  which 
embraces  apparently  separate  designs.  What 
science  tells  us  is  that  the  whole  effort  of 
Nature,  as  we  see  it,  is  directed  to  one  point 
—the  furtherance  of  life. 

Wherever  we  look  we  find  there  is  a  law, 
a  rhythm,  an  exact  proportion  in  all  things. 
It  has  been  said  that  exact  geometry  deter- 
mines the  form  of  all  things.  Music,  Art, 
Poetry,  all  that  we  know  of  the  ennobling  and 
beautifying  expressions  of  the  soul  manifest 
themselves  in  number.  The  truth  of  Music  is 
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seen  in  measure,  of  Art  in  proportion,  of 
Poetry  in  ratio  and  harmony.  All  these  point 
back  to  a  unity  which  is  at  the  foundation 
of  all.  This  Unity  is  the  spirit  of  Beauty 
which  pervades  and  controls  everything  imma- 
nently  and  invisibly  to  us. 

Unfortunately,  Science  has  in  many  cases  led 
men's  minds  to  Agnosticism,  and  to  many  now 
God  has  become  a  mere  abstraction,  resolved 
into  a  problematical  Unknown.  Hence  the 
necessity  of  emphasising  that  although  it  is 
true  that  God  is  transcending  and  immanent, 
it  is  also  as  true  that  God,  the  All  in  All, 
must  be  realised  as  a  concrete  Being,  in  order 
to  get  Him  within  the  focus  of  our  mind. 
Thus  the  personality  of  God  should  never  be 
forgotten. 

All  living  unity  implies  diversity,  and  just 
in  proportion  to  the  elevated  type  and  signifi- 
cance of  the  unity  will  be  the  variety  of  the 
elements  it  comprehends.  Always  where  the 
most  profound  and  perfect  unity  is  effected, 
it  is  the  result  of  the  greatest  variety  and 
complexity  of  parts.  This  law  holds  true 
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throughout  all  varieties  of  organism.  Nature, 
in  its  effect,  shows  the  operation  of  a  single 
law,  and  of  one  supreme  author  of  that  law. 

God's  immanence  in  Nature  has  been  illus- 
trated by  the  sun  and  its  rays.  The  sun  is 
wherever  light  is,  in  the  lustre  of  the  eye,  in 
the  splendour  of  the  atmosphere,  in  the  moon^s 
pallid  beams.  It  floods  with  effulgence  the 
surface  of  all  the  world.  It  is  wherever  life  is. 
The  energy  of  the  sunbeam  is  interwoven  in 
the  flower,  and  in  the  trees.  It  gleams  in  the 
brook,  and  shimmers  in  the  grass.  It  diffuses 
the  breath  of  life  in  cell  and  nerve  and  toiling 
brain.  Yet  everywhere  it  is  the  self-same  sun, 
manifested  in  myriad  ways  of  life. 

We  meet  the  Immanent  Beautiful  God  em- 
bodied in  human  lives,  in  the  institution  of 
Society,  in  literature,  in  all  works  of  loving 
service,  and  in  the  evolution  of  civilisation  as 
in  the  growth  of  love  and  help.  In  humanity, 
God  the  Beautiful  will  crown  His  creative  act 
and  complete  the  design  by  evolving  a  being  in 
whom  the  spiritual  nature  has  conquered  the 
lower  nature  and  made  it  subservient.  Thus 
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the  soul  realises  its  destiny  by  mirroring  forth 
the  Source  of  All  in  His  Beauty. 

The  lovers  of  God  the  Beautiful  gradually 
embody  in  mortal  form  more  and  more  the 
glorious  idea  of  moral  loveliness.  The  Divine 
Ideal  kindles  new  and  yet  diviner  aspirations, 
pointing  to  some  advance  yet  to  be  made.  It 
is  our  angel  of  rescue,  our  herald  of  consola- 
tion, our  prophet  of  growth.  The  Ideal  is 
to  nearly  all  of  us  as  a  distant  sunlit  peak, 
towards  which  we  gaze,  and  up  to  which  we 
slowly  climb.  The  highest  ideal  is  perfection  : 
we  see  in  it  a  heart  of  infinite  love  beating 
and  yearning  for  human  happiness.  In  a  God 
of  perfect  Beauty,  Love,  and  Joy,  possessed  of 
infinite  wisdom  and  power,  we  have  undoubt- 
edly all  that  is  revealable  to  us  on  earth,  all 
that  is  necessary,  all  that  our  nature  can  take 
in,  all  that  we  need  for  duty  and  service,  for 
love,  and  for  worship. 

We  see  Divine  Immanence  as  the  principle 
of  creation,  and  Divine  Incarnation  in  human 
hearts  as  the  root  of  human  progress.  In 
Evolution  and  Incarnation  is  the  eternal  pro- 
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gress.  Evolution  is  the  law  of  continuity  in 
progress,  and  Evolution  has  no  meaning  with- 
out Incarnation  of  Divinity  in  Human  person- 
ality as  the  end. 

Destructibility  is  not  one  of  Nature's  words 
in  the  sense  of  being  absolute.  It  is  only  the 
relationship  of  things  that  is  transitory.  There  < 
is  an  infinite  reality  which  is  permanent,  and 
which  underlies  and  transcends  the  temporal 
and  the  visible. 

Science  tells  us  that  Nature  does  not  employ 
all  the  elementary  substances  with  which  we 
are  acquainted  (some  seventy)  into  the  struc- 
ture of  the  vegetable  and  living  tissues.  It 
admits  of  no  more  than  eighteen.  Wonderful 
is  the  result !  It  is  as  if  the  instrument  of  life 
on  earth  was  played  only  upon  eighteen  keys. 
What  a  grand  symphony  it  will  be  when  all 
phases  of  life  play  their  parts  in  accord,  and 
in  which  harmony  is  seen  as  the  Keynote  of 
the  Universe,  to  which  are  attuned  all  living 
energies. 

Who  cannot  sometimes  sympathise  with  the 
satire  of  the  Persian  poet,  who  in  bygone  ages 
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felt  so  keenly,  to  a  loving  heart,  the  incom- 
pleteness of  this  world  : — 

Ah  Love,  could  thou  and  I,  with  fate  conspire 
To  grasp  this  sorry  scheme  of  things  entire, 
Would  not  we  scatter  it  to  bits — and  then, 
Remould  it  nearer  to  the  heart's  desire  ? 

In  the  nobler  faith  which  has  been  an- 
nounced, the  poet  would  have  found  the 
enigma  solved.  He  looked  only  on  the  ap- 
parent, where  we  see  change,  imperfection, 
sorrow,  and  death,  whereas  in  the  real  we  see 
triumph,  love,  beauty,  and  immortality,  when 
all  will  be  remoulded  to  his  hearths  desire. 

We  must  never  forget  that  God  is  the  God 
of  Evolution,  and  that  He  is  engaged  in  a 
process — in  the  act  of  building.  The  work  is 
proceeding,  the  parts  are  being  constructed  : 
we  cannot,  therefore,  in  the  meantime,  see  a 
perfect  whole.  From  this  standpoint  death  is 
not  only  a  part  of  a  process,  but  an  inevitable 
part.  Therefore  death  is  revealed  merely  as  a 
change,  a  transformation.  Death  is  not  a  decay 
of  force;  it  is  a  mode  of  force,  a  change  of 
force.  Death  does  not  diminish  the  sum  of 
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the  world's  energy,  nor  destroy  a  single  con- 
secrated soul  in  whom  the  Divine  is  immanent. 
The  might  of  God  is  the  worker  in  these  things, 
the  love  of  God  is  the  motive,  the  wisdom  of 
God  is  the  guide,  and  the  revelation  and  enjoy- 
ment of  God's  beauty  is  the  result. 

All  Evolution  is  under  two  opposite  forces, 
the  one  progressive,  the  other  conservative  ;  the 
one  tending  to  change,  the  other  to  stability. 
The  present  Cosmos  is  but  one  of  an  infinite 
series — a  part  only,  as  it  were,  of  one  single 
pulsation  in  the  existence  of  the  Universe.  If 
there  be  a  succession  of  worlds  in  infinite  space, 
there  is  also  a  succession  of  worlds  in  infinite 
time.  Forms  are  destroyed  which  have  served 
their  purpose,  in  order  that  the  materials  used 
may  be  taken  up  by  the  constructive  elements 
to  be  built  or  moulded  into  higher  forms. 
This  operation,  this  process  is  evolution.  It 
destroys  the  lower  forms  that  the  higher 
forms  may  come  into  existence,  thus  there  is 
a  constant  change  and  transmutation,  but  of 
the  factors  at  work  there  is  no  increase  or 
diminution. 
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In  studying  the  microscopical  world,  we  are 
rightly  amazed  at  the  infinitely  little  in  its 
variety  of  forms,  in  its  richness  of  expression, 
organisation,  and  adaptation,  revealing  fre- 
quently in  a  single  square  inch  of  space 
millions  upon  millions  of  life  forms,  indeed, 
often  the  number  is  past  all  human  computa- 
tion. But  our  surprise  is  equally  great,  or 
perhaps  even  greater,  when  we  consider  the 
other  extreme  of  the  Cosmos — namely,  the 
starry  worlds. 

Thus  in  the  Milky  Way,  which  as  a  stupen- 
dous arch  spans  the  heavens,  it  is  computed  that 
there  are  over  one  thousand  million  stars,  and 
it  is  now  known  that,  in  the  more  outlying 
domains  of  the  Universe,  there  are  some  six 
thousand  nebulas  (and  there  may  be  more), 
each  of  which  represents  a  Milky  Way  similar 
to  ours,  or  perhaps  even  larger.  So  if  you 
multiply  these  at  your  leisure,  you  will  get 
formidable  figures ;  yet  these  nebulae  are  only 
a  part  of  the  Universe,  the  number  of  other 
stars,  dark  or  shining,  developed  or  in  their 
primitive  state,  cannot  be  counted  by  millions, 
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or  billions,  or  trillions,  but  their  number  ex- 
ceeds all  computation,  and  cannot  be  expressed 
in  human  formulae.  Therefore,  at  both  ends  of 
the  scale  we  are  met  by  Infinity. 

Yet  here  is  the  wonder :  Whether  in  the 
infinitely  little  or  in  the  infinitely  great  the 
sublime  thought  consoles  us  that  the  Creator, 
although  immanent  in  it  all,  as  well  as  tran- 
scendent over  it  all,  meets  our  souls,  each  by 
each,  as  the  supra-personal  One,  who  loves 
each  of  us  as  if  we  were  all  His  care,  and  as  if 
He  lived  only  for  us.  This  is  a  perfect  Love. 
It  is  a  Love  worth  living  for,  and  worth  dying 
for.  Yet  it  is  a  Love  offered  to  us  by,  and 
which  we  merely  have  to  accept  from,  our 
Divine  Creator,  God  the  Beautiful. 


»\ 


The  Divine  Fatherhood,  a  Partial 
Aspect  of  God 

I  AM  but  little  able  to  write  to-day,  but  will 
give  you  a  few  pages. 

Life  in  the  abstract,  or  as  a  cosmic  process, 
is  not  the  rest  the  soul  is  seeking.  Its  social 
nature  is  not  satisfied  until  it  has  in  the 
Divinity  a  social  centre  to  love  and  worship, 
and  this  beautiful  conception  Christ  has  given 
us,  for  the  Cosmos  to  a  Christian  is  not  only 
law  or  life,  but  above  all,  it  is  conceived  as 
under  the  control  of  personality,  and  this 
person  is  conceived  as  being  a  Father.  He 
is  the  Head  of  the  household  whose  loving 
spirit  and  tenderness  can  satisfy  the  children's 
deepest  longings  for  communion,  for  sympathy, 
for  help,  and  for  a  Father's  love  and  protec- 
tion. The  child  heart  seeks  rest  and  love  in 
the  parent  heart.  Fatherhood  is  the  embodi- 
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merit  of  law,  and  protection,  the  origin  of  all 
laws  for  the  family. 

We  must  have  something  of  the  filial  love, 
devotion  to  duty,  aspiration,  and  the  self- 
sacrificing  spirit  which  illuminated  the  life  of 
Christ.  To  Him  all  things  were  by  God, 
through  God,  and  for  God.  The  change  was 
one  from  a  Covenant  God  to  a  Father  God. 
Therefore  man  in  the  spirit  of  Christ  obeys 
the  higher  and  finer  laws  of  his  spiritual 
relationship.  It  is  by  this  child  love  that  we 
are  better  fitted  to  be  initiated  into  a  vital 
communion  with  the  spiritual  and  the  eternal, 
until  we  outgrow  this  period  of  childhood, 
and  as  full-grown  souls  realise  God  in  a  higher 
and  more  complete  aspect — namely,  as  the 
Beloved  One,  we  being  sharers  of  His  Love, 
His  Nature,  His  purposes,  and  His  transcen- 
dent Beauty. 

Religion  for  us,  in  the  nobler  faith,  is  love, 
and  reliance  of  love,  an  intuition  of  unity  in 
sentiment  which  results  in  a  conscious  fellow- 
ship of  the  soul  with  the  Divine.  Humanity, 
when  advanced  to  full  stature,  finds  rest  no- 
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where  short  of  a  mutual  love  for  and  com- 
panionship with  this  heavenly  Being.  There- 
fore, true  worship  does  not  consist  of  rites 
and  ceremonies,  but  of  the  aspiration  and 
the  adoration  of  the  heart. 

We  cannot  get  out  of  this  relationship  of 
God  towards  us.  It  extends  from  time  to 
eternity.  It  is  Divine  Love,  to  which  we  cling 
when  all  else  fails ;  it  is  our  final  refuge. 

It  seems  evident  to  common  sense  that  we 
must  postulate  an  ideal  Being,  to  which  con- 
sciousness finds  itself  related,  for  by  an  irresis- 
tible instinct,  humanity  tries  to  discover  a 
cause  for  every  phenomenon,  and  the  Cosmos 
being  relative,  as  also  is  Consciousness,  both 
point  to  a  Being  which  was,  and  is,  and  is  to  be. 

The  Fatherhood  of  God  involves  the  Brother- 
hood of  man  and  the  Sonship  of  the  individual. 
This  is  a  strong  cohesive  principle  binding 
together  the  whole  human  race  and  vitalising 
the  whole  social  organism.  We  are  all  one 
life.  The  principle  of  a  loving  brotherhood 
will  be  introduced  through  the  whole  structure 
of  social  life.  It  has  long  ago  displaced  the 
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feudal  idea,  and  will  ultimately  displace  the 
modern  competitive  system. 

Nothing  so  intensely  affects  a  man's  character 
as  his  ideas  about  the  Deity.  When  these 
are  false,  servile,  or  superstitious,  his  life  is 
degraded.  When  they  are  elevated,  widened, 
enlightened,  his  whole  moral  being  is  lifted  up. 

The  conception  of  God  varies  from  age  to 
age,  and  is  man's  attempt  to  describe  a  reality 
corresponding  to  his  highest  emotions  and 
thoughts.  We  have  seen,  in  a  short  compass, 
man's  conception  of  God,  as  a  Despot,  a  Law- 
giver, a  Judge,  a  Priest,  a  righteous  King, 
and  lastly,  thanks  to  Jesus,  the  conception 
of  God  as  a  Father.  This  last  conception  is 
beautiful  and  consoling.  It  is  one  which  has 
done  immense  good  to  humanity,  by  intro- 
ducing a  nobler,  a  simpler,  and  a  purer  worship. 
Yet  this  aspect,  like  the  rest,  is  only  a  partial 
one,  suited  to  a  certain  stage  of  human  civilisa- 
tion. Only  in  the  full  view,  only  in  the  white 
glow  of  spiritual  beauty  (disassociated  from  all 
conceptions  of  form,  sex,  or  age)  is  fused  into 
one  glory  of  love,  the  personal  union  of  two 
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souls,  the  supra-personal  Divinity,  and  the 
personal  human  soul,  to  live  for  ever  together 
in  joy,  love,  and  harmony.  Yes,  two  souls, 
the  Divine,  perfectly  realised  on  the  one  side, 
and  the  Divine,  in  potentiality  on  the  other 
side ;  two  souls,  who  yet^  in  spite  of  the  one's 
imperfections  and  the  other's  perfections,  have 
yet  found  in  each  other  their  affinity,  their 
unity,  their  complement,  their  happiness,  and 
their  eternal  companionship. 

The  conception  of  the  Creator  as  God  the 
Beautiful,  is  the  ideal  to  which  we  should  try 
to  elevate  our  lives.  It  is  a  personal  com- 
munion, heart  answering  to  heart,  the  vivid 
realisation  of  God  having  a  personal,  a  loving 
relation  to  ourselves. 

Some  dogmas  die  out  because  unfitted  to 
the  higher  and  newer  aspects  of  life  and  the 
nobler  conceptions  of  God  which  the  ages  re- 
veal. In  this  way  the  ancient  conceptions  will 
gradually  disappear  as  humanity  advances, 
until  the  view  I  have  advocated,  will,  I  believe, 
in  future  ages  become  the  one  supplanting  all 
lower  and  more  partial  conceptions. 


The  Nobler  Faith  Evolved  by  Con- 
ceiving God  as  the  Beautiful 
One 

I  AM  grateful  for  your  kind  inquiry  about  the 
state  of  my  health.  Unfortunately  the  rally 
has  not  been  permanent,  and  I  can  now  only 
repeat  what  I  told  you  when  we  met,  namely, 
that  I  shall  soon  have  to  leave  the  world,  for 
I  cannot  hide  it  from  myself,  although  I  try 
to  hide  it  from  my  family  at  home,  that  I  am 
dying,  waiting  on  the  threshold  of  another 
life,  which  I  may  enter  at  any  moment. 

I  am  thankful,  however,  at  the  idea  of  relief 
from  the  sufferings  of  this  frail  body.  Indeed, 
I  welcome  death,  but,  as  you  know,  not  as  a 
finality.  I  consider  death  very  much  in  the 
light  of  a  passage,  or  birth  into  a  larger  and 
more  perfect  life,  where  our  highest  ideals  on 
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earth  will  be  realised — a  transition  to  other 
and  higher  forms  of  life,  of  which  the  present 
is  only,  as  it  were,  a  mere  fragment  of  a  far 
greater  and  nobler  cycle  of  existence. 

Death,  therefore,  should  have  in  it  nothing 
to  repel,  but  everything  to  make  us  hopeful 
and  joyful,  giving  us  loftier  aims  and  sunnier 
ideals;  in  other  words,  we  look  for  a  future 
existence,  richer,  more  resplendent,  and  more 
beautiful  than  this. 

Let  us  banish  from  our  mind  all  unworthy, 
hard,  and  suspicious  thoughts  about  God,  the 
loving,  the  beautiful  Source  of  All.  Our  rela- 
tionship to  Him  is  one  of  Love,  and  Love  re- 
ciprocated. It  is  higher  than  parental  or 
child  love.  It  is  the  highest,  purest  love  of 
which  the  soul  is  capable  in  all  its  intensity. 
Therefore,  why  should  we  be  afraid  to  die  ? 
Is  the  bride  afraid  to  meet  the  bridegroom  of 
her  choice,  whom  she  believes  reciprocates  her 
love  even  stronger  and  deeper  than  she  is 
capable  of  loving ;  in  whom  is  centred,  to  her, 
all  beauty,  perfection  of  character,  nobility, 
and  an  undying  love ;  the  one,  therefore,  with 
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whom  she  desires  to  live  for  ever,  in  a  union 
of  mutual  love  and  companionship,  perfect 
affinity  in  plans  and  purposes,  and  with  perfect 
union  of  hearts  ?  Apply  this  conception  spiri- 
tually to  God  the  Beautiful,  the  God  who  is 
also  to  me  the  God  of  perfect  love. 

Ah !  this  world  is  beautiful,  and  as  the  sands 
of  time  are  sinking  rapidly,  I  realise  it  more 
and  more,  yet  I  am  fully  convinced  that  the 
world  in  front  of  us,  when  eternity  dawns  for 
us,  will  be  found  still  more  beautiful,  just  in 
proportion  as  our  faculties  expand  to  drink 
in  the  sublime  beauties  which  fill  eternity  to 
the  uttermost. 

Again,  the  earthly  loves  and  affections  we 
meet  here  fill  up  much  of  the  heart's  yearnings 
for  sympathy  and  loving  fellowship,  but  what 
is  this  to  the  revelations  before  us,  of  the 
divine,  unmatched,  infinite  God  of  love,  in  His 
immortal  beauty,  whom  we  shall  meet  when  we 
enter  beyond  the  veil  ?  We  shall  not  be  dragged 
as  miserable  slaves  or  as  criminals  before  a 
dreaded  despot,  but  we  shall  enter  as  joyous, 
immortal  spirits,  freed  from  earth's  trammels. 
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We  shall  be  drawn  by  an  irresistible  affinity 
and  attraction  towards  the  abode  of  God,  for 
love's  ministrant  service,  for  love's  sympathy, 
for  love's  never-wearying  delights,  all  summed 
up  in  the  union  with  the  loving  heart  of  con- 
quering Love,  the  Beautiful  God. 

Before  us,  let  us  hope,  that  while  there  is 
work  and  love's  service  to  be  performed,  it 
will  be  of  the  higher  type,  congenial  and  de- 
lightful. If  it  is  a  delight  to  be  in  spirit  in 
the  society  of  Jesus,  what  must  it  not  be  to  be 
with  Him  in  the  society  of  the  Creator,  whom 
He  also  loved  ?  God  in  His  transcendingly 
unimaginable  glory  and  beauty  of  perfection— 
what  greater  delight  or  honour  can  any  one 
desire  than  such  a  prospect  to  brighten  him 
in  the  hour  of  leaving  the  world  ?  I  repeat, 
what,  after  all,  is  Death  but  the  kind  Mes- 
senger sent  to  release  the  spirit  from  its  en- 
casement, which  has  become  too  frail  for 
further  use,  and  therefore  the  soul  accepts 
death  gladly  as  part  of  its  life  ? 

Let  us  therefore,  with  this  joyful  hope  before 
us,  make  our  lives  beautiful  with   trust   and 
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faith,  sweet  patience,  quiet  peace,  and  earnest 
usefulness,  so  shall  we  die  joyfully,  for  there  is 
already  now  an  intimation  of  higher  faculties 
to  become  ours  in  another  state ;  indeed,  we 
front  the  unknown  future  with  a  sense  of 
triumph  and  gladness,  for  God  has  planned 
for  each  of  us  a  whole,  and  earth  shows  but  an 
insignificant  fraction  of  what  we  are  still  to  be. 
The  reality  may  be  a  thousand  times  more 
triumphant  than  we  can  realise,  but  it  will 
certainly  not  fall  below  our  poor  imaginings. 

You  ask  me  whether  I  belong  to  the  Lutheran 
Church,  like  most  of  my  countrymen,  and  in 
reply  I  can  say  that  I  do;  but  while  I  am 
nominally  a  Lutheran,  and  admire  and  honour 
this  brave  old  reformer,  my  own  studies  have 
led  me  to  select  the  immortal  principle  of 
Beauty  as  the  central  truth  around  which  the 
nobler  faith  will  revolve,  instead  of  the  tran- 
sient grace  of  faith  under  which  banner  Luther 
fought  most  of  his  battles.  ^j 

Faith  is  only  the  fruit  of  love.    Where  there  y* 
is  perfect  love  to  a  person,  there  of  necessity  is  \ 
perfect  trust  or  faith  as  well.     I  will  put  it  in 


174  THE   NOBLER   FAITH 

this  way  :  Love  is  the  vine,  Faith  is  the  branch ; 
yet  even  the  vine  needs  the  soil,  and  love  needs 
a  substratum,  without  which  it  cannot  exist. 
The  true  way  is  therefore  to  resolve  every- 
thing in  the  last  abstraction  as  founded  upon 
Beauty. 

I  am  convinced  that  in  ages  yet  to  come  all 
the  world's  faiths  will  be  transmuted  into  this 
one — the  worship  of  the  Beautiful.  It  is  the 
beautiful  which  calls  forth  our  love,  our  ad- 
miration, and  our  imitation.  When  Humanity 
has  reached  its  manhood  of  civilisation  and 
progress,  when  the  beautiful  conception  of  God, 
being  Love  personified  and  Beauty  incarnate, 
fills  all  hearts  and  is  acted  upon,  then  the  in- 
tense love  of  the  Beautiful  will  be  not  only  a 
worship,  but  a  regeneration  and  an  inspiration, 
raising  the  soul  to  greater  heights  of  perfection 
and  beauty,  to  purer  joys,  to  new  sources  of 
happiness.  We  come  to  realise  that  the  most 
debased  has  in  him  possibilities  of  something 
noble  and  beautiful.  We  can  therefore  love 
the  unlovely  when  we  see  in  them  the  pos- 
sibilities of  glory  and  divine  beauty,  see 
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gleams  of  God's  Beauty  in  every  man  or  woman. 
This  gives  us  enthusiasm  for  ameliorating  the 
physical  as  well  as  the  spiritual  condition  of 
every  one,  by  infusing  love  and  beauty  into 
humanity,  being  imitators  in  this  of  God  Him- 
self. God  demands  :  "  Be  ye  therefore  beauti- 
ful in  soul,  spirit,  and  body  as  I  am  beautiful, 
and  love  me  for  what  I  am  in  myself." 

I  hear  you  asking  me  where  I  have  found  in 
the  Scriptures  the  authority  for  my  belief  in 
God's  Beauty,  which  practically  is  the  sum  and 
substance  of  my  religion. 

I  will  give  you  three  well-known  texts  from 
the  Old  Testament,  and  upon  these  as  a 
foundation  I  will  claim  the  whole  New  Testa- 
ment as  its  superstructure,  if  its  message  is 
properly  grasped  and  freed  from  mysticism 
and  legal  or  rabbinical  conceptions  which 
overlay  it,  but  which  in  later  ages  have  been 
found  too  narrow  to  explain  in  its  glorious 
fulness,  the  true  meaning  of  the  Evangel  of 
Joy  and  Good  Tidings,  where  God  our  Creator 
is  revealed  in  His  love  and  in  His  Beauty. 

As  for  the  conception  of  the  Beautiful,  if  I 
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wanted  a  text  to  prove  from  the  Bible  that  all 
Nature,  seen  or  unseen  by  us,  is  essentially 
beautiful,  turn  to  the  first  chapter  of  Genesis, 
where  at  the  end  of  the  closing  period  of  the 
world's  creation  it  is  expressly  stated,  if  pro- 
perly translated  (as  you  will  see  from  looking 
it  up  in  the  Septuagint) — 

"And  God  saw  everything  that  He  had 
made,  and  behold,  it  was  very  beautiful." 

In  other  words,  it  was  perfect,  harmonious, 
with  all  the  elements  of  beauty  working  to- 
gether, not  only  to  maintain  and  perpetuate 
beauty,  but  to  raise  it  to  higher  and  still 
higher  grades  of  perfection,  from  material  to 
spiritual  beauties  through  manifold  degrees, 
each  presenting  fresh  aspects  of  God's  beauty, 
which  to  us  poor  mortals  is  unsearchable 
in  its  fulness,  its  variety,  and  in  its  lofty 
purposes. 

The  second  text  speaks  not  only  of  God's 
work  being  beautiful,  but  that  God  Himself 
is  Beautiful.  Turn  to  the  fourth  verse  of  the 
twenty-seventh  Psalm  and  you  will  notice  that 
the  axiom  is  laid  down  that  one  of  our  greatest 
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sources  of  happiness  here  and  hereafter  is  to 
have  God  revealed  to  us  in  His  Beauty.  Yes, 
we  shall  prove  for  ourselves  the  truth  of  that 
Psalmist's  assertion  that  God  in  His  Being  and 
in  His  Character,  Life,  and  Purposes  is  Beau- 
tiful. Hence  I  say  that  the  only  adequate  ex- 
pression we  can  employ  is  this — that  God  in  the 
essence  of  His  Being  is  the  realisation  of  all 
Beauty.  This  draws  forth  our  love,  our  ad- 
miration, and  our  consecration  to  His  service. 

The  word  Beauty  includes  every  other  perfec- 
tion or  excellence,  or  holiness ;  all  these  phrases 
only  express  God's  Beauty  in  different  aspects. 

To  me,  God  is  the  essential  and  everlast- 
ingly beautiful  Being,  the  one  inexhaustible 
fountain  of  all  Beauty  in  this  world  and  all 
possible  worlds,  the  Divine  Life  and  energy 
in  whom  Beauty  inheres,  pure  and  incorrup- 
tible, for  evermore. 

Let  me  repeat,  for  to  me  it  is  important. 
In  the  last  abstraction,  God  is  found  to  be  the 
essence,  the  immanence  and  the  perfect  incar- 
nation of  the  Beautiful,  for  the  Infinite  and 

the  Absolute  is  He,  in  whom  all  Beauty  resides 
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in  fulness  and  beyond  all  our  capacity  to  think 
or  conceive  completely. 

The  Beauty  we  discover  in  Nature,  or  in  the 
soul  of  man,  is  the  hall-mark  stamped  upon  all 
God's  works.  God  cannot  deny  Himself.  He 
is  Beautiful,  and  His  works  are  therefore  all 
stamped  with  His  own  Beauty  where  we  have 
eyes  to  see. 

The  third  text  refers  to  ourselves,  in  order 
to  make  us  also  beautiful  in  our  souls. 

Turn  again  to  the  Psalms  and  listen  to 
another  Psalmist's  proclamation  to  humanity, 
that  its  true  and  abiding  happiness  and  ad- 
vancement in  the  glorious  divine  life  consists  in 
living  the  life  of  Beauty — moral  and  spiritual. 

"  Let  the  beauty  of  the  Lord  our  God  be 
upon  you  "  (Psalm  xc.  17). 

In  other  words,  assimilate  God's  beautiful 
and  lovable  character  in  all  relations  of  life. 

As  Christians  we  may  say  that  the  loftiest 
aspiration  for  loftiest  beauty  is  to  acquire  the 
spiritual  beauty  of  the  ideal  Christ,  who  to  a 
Christian  mirrors  forth  as  an  image  the  beauti- 
ful character  of  God.  To  grow  for  ever  in  this 
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direction  is  the  aim  and  ideal  of  the  followers 
of  Christ. 

This  is  a  fruitful  theme,  but  I  can  only  leave 

•/ 

it  now  with  you  to  study. 

Always  try  to  realise  that  all  the  Creator's 
works  are  beautiful,  that  He  Himself  is  the 
essence,  the  ideal,  the  realisation  of  all  Beauty  ; 
and,  lastly,  that  our  work  here  and  hereafter  is, 
and  will  be,  to  grow  up  in  the  likeness  of  God's 
beautiful  Character ;  so  shall  we  worship  Him 
in  the  beauty  of  Holiness,  which  is  the  highest 
beauty,  because  moral  and  spiritual. 

You  may  ask  why  should  this  noble  concep- 
tion of  God  be  so  long  in  being  grasped  and 
proclaimed.  Remember  that  humanity  moves 
slowly  forward,  and  each  step  onward  to  higher 
religious  conceptions  may  take  centuries  to  win 
the  world's  recognition.  Especially  was  this 
the  case  in  ancient  times.  The  conservative 
tendency  also  is  strong,  and  most  people  resent 
interference  with  hallowed  beliefs,  and  prefer 
to  follow  the  old,  more  especially  when  the 
spell  of  mystery  is  thrown  over  them,  and 
where  heart-service  comes  to  be  of  less  impor- 
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tance  than  outward  ceremonies,  with  depen- 
dence upon  others  (set  aside  for  this  pupose) 
to  appease  and  propitiate  Heaven  in  favour  of 
the  worshippers. 

In  the  age  when  the  Christian  religion  was 
introduced,  the  utmost  which  even  the  fore- 
most spirits  could  do,  was  to  grasp  and  intro- 
duce as  a  higher  conception  the  idea  of  God 
as  the  Father  of  the  whole  human  race,  with  all 
it  involved.  For  further  steps  they  were  not 
ripe,  nor  indeed  were  the  following  centuries 
down  to  our  own  days,  and  this  for  many 
reasons  which  I  have  neither  the  time  nor 
the  strength  to  discuss  at  present. 

But  now  when  humanity  has  begun  to 
breathe  freedom  of  thought,  and  is  slowly 
being  emancipated  from  ecclesiastical  tyranny 
and  other  deterring  causes,  the  way  is  being 
opened  to  reveal  God  in  His  full  Beauty,  in 
which  all  the  other  partial  aspects  of  a  Creator, 
of  a  King,  of  a  Lawgiver,  of  a  Father,  find 
their  true  explanation  and  fulfilment.  Every 
one  of  these  ideas  only  express  some  particular 
side  of  the  divine  Nature. 
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The  civilised  world  has  slowly  been  leavened 
with  the  conception  of  love  ruling  the  universe, 
and  the  further  advance  in  the  Cosmic  Religion 
will  be  to  realise  that  this  love  is  the  incarnation 
and  realisation  of  all  Beauty,  and  because  He 
is  so  beautiful  in  every  one  of  His  attributes, 
He,  therefore,  deserves  our  love  without  reserve, 
and  with  all  the  soul's  passion  and  enthusiasm. 

Love,  like  the  rainbow  glory,  although  torn 
across  by  the  death  cloud,  will  yet  reunite  its 
pristine  colours  in  more  glorious  beauty  when 
earth  and  its  clouds  have  passed.  Love  follows 
whither  Love  leads,  even  unto  the  essence  of 
God,  and  only  Love  interprets  Love.  Love  is 
the  passing  of  one  life  into  another  life,  and  in 
God's  life  is  our  Soul's  final  rest. 

How  delightful  it  is  to  live  always  near  those 
whom  we  love  and  who  love  us.  Love  is  a 
relation;  it  is  never  alone.  So  with  God's 
love  and  God's  beauty  as  our  portion  we  shall 
be  satisfied.  The  goal  of  our  existence  will 
have  been  reached. 

As  regards  God,  no  question  of  anthropo- 
morphy  should  enter  into  our  conception  of 
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Him.  What  draws  the  affections,  what  leads 
us  to  render  Him  our  heartfelt  love,  rests 
solely  upon  the  spiritual  conception  of  the 
loftiness  of  His  Beauty.  We  may  grant  that 
in  God  there  will  be  the  blending  of  two 
natures  which  upon  earth  are  found  separate 
in  the  human  system.  Thus  there  is  here  the 
masculine  aspects  of  strength,  enterprise,  en- 
durance, and  powerful  will.  There  are  also 
the  feminine  aspects  of  grace,  beauty,  tender- 
ness, sympathy,  and  devotion.  All  these 
aspects  should  be  found  equally  balanced  or 
blended  in  every  perfect  character,  such  as 
we  conceive  will  be  found  in  God. 

But  after  all  it  is  the  heart  that  rules  the 
realms  on  earth  and  the  realms  above,  for  the 
intellect  and  will  are  really  only  its  servants. 
Therefore,  in  our  conception  of  God  we  ought 
to  bring  to  the  forefront  His  love  and  His 
beauty. 


God  the  Beautiful 

Now  let  me  take  up  what  I  intended  more 
especially  to  say  regarding  the  various  aspects 
of  God. 

In  previous  letters  I  have  rapidly  pointed 
out  God  as  an  immanent  Force,  as  an  im- 
manent Life,  as  a  Ruler,  a  Judge,  and  as  a 
Father.  Now,  let  us  look  upon  God  as  the 
Real  and  Ideal  Being  of  Beauty,  or  the  perfect 
Realisation  of  all  Beauty — which  to  my  mind 
sums  up  all  the  other  partial  aspects,  and  in 
which  He  is  to  us  more  lovable  and  adorable, 
and  most  fully  revealed. 

Let  us  therefore  look  upon  the  Cosmos  first 
as  the  expression  of  the  immanent  life  of 
Beauty ;  and  secondly,  as  if  this  Being  of 
Beauty  was  Himself  a  Divine  Artist,  whose 
chief  object  in  creating  the  Cosmos  was  to 
evolve  out  of  His  own  transcending  Nature  a 
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living  work  of  Art  which  should  exhibit  in 
advancing  gradations  symmetry  and  beauty, 
with  grandeur  and  loveliness  in  all  their  mani- 
fold moods  and  harmonies,  making  Beauty 
synonymous  with  God's  living  presence  on 
this  earth  and  in  the  heavens  above. 

Beauty,  we  may  say,  divides  the  empire  of 
Nature  with  Use  and  Duty.  That  is  to  say, 
Nature  comprises  the  JEsthetical,  Intellectual, 
and  Ethical  worlds,  but  in  the  ^Esthetical  the 
two  latter  find  their  true  fulfilment. 

The  Beautiful  is  around,  within,  and  beyond 
us.  We  see  everywhere  an  inexpressible  beauty 
that  becomes  the  inspiration  of  the  Painter 
and  the  Poet,  and  of  all  responsive  minds. 

What  is  Art  but  the  aim  to  reproduce  the 
harmony  and  beauty  of  Nature  and  Life  in  a 
beautiful  manner?  In  other  words,  it  is  the 
method  of  the  expression  of  thoughts,  feelings, 
and  aspirations,  through  the  medium  of  beau- 
tiful symbols  in  words,  forms,  sounds,  and 
colour.  Spiritually  it  is  seen  in  the  graces, 
the  devotion,  the  heroism,  and  the  self-sacri- 
ficing love  of  a  beautiful  character. 


GOD  THE  BEAUTIFUL  185 

Art  in  life  binds  the  ethical,  the  social,  and 
the  aesthetic,  within  one  supreme  realm,  for  Art 
interprets,  idealises,  and  transfigures. 

In  art  there  is  a  record  of  the  human  spirit 
in  its  aspiration  and  achievements.  Art  works 
are  an  education ;  they  nourish  the  finer  facul- 
ties of  men. 

The  love  of  the  Beautiful  is  the  origin  of  all 
Art,  but  the  moral  and  spiritual  beauty  is  its 
highest  and  truest  aspect.  The  spiritual  Artist 
is  he  who  paints  God's  beautiful  character  in 
his  own  soul,  and  in  the  souls  of  others. 

Although  we  may  find  Beauty  everywhere, 
it  is  only  when  our  mind's  eyes  are  focussed 
to  see  it,  that  Beauty  is  revealed  to  us.  We 
may  travel  the  world  over  to  find  the  Beautiful 
and  find  it  not,  unless  we  also  carry  it  within 
us,  a  response  to  what  is  without  us.  Beauty 
is  partly  in  the  eyes  of  the  beholder :  it  is  a 
collaboration  between  the  beholder  and  what 
is  beheld. 

There  is  a  subtle  Spirit  of  the  Beautiful 
which  breathes  throughout  the  whole  frame- 
work of  Nature,  emanating  from  and  ex- 
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pressing  itself  in  the    life    of  every   material 
thing. 

The  inner  spirit  of  the  Universe  is  recog- 
nised, revealing  itself  to  us  in  aspects  of  Beauty. 
Let  us  look  for  Beauty  in  everything,  and  take 
a  cheerful  view  of  every  event.  Some  have  a 
more  refined  sense  of  beauty  than  others,  but 
the  sense  can  be  developed  by  exercise. 

We  find  that  there  is  a  Being,  a  transcend- 
ing Personality,  working  through  Nature.  He 
loves  beauty  and  harmony,  and  His  methods 
of  working  result  in  the  evolution  of  higher 
and  higher  forms.  The  teaching  of  a  far- 
distant  God  or  an  unapproachable  Deity  is  a 
monstrous  wickedness  of  human  imagination. 
Let  each  of  us  have  a  warm  and  personal  love 
to  God  the  Beautiful. 

The  contemplation  of  the  Beautiful  is  at 
once  the  most  intense,  most  elevating,  and 
the  most  pure  of  all  pleasures  to  elevate  the 
soul  and  fill  it  with  the  divine  passion  of  love. 
How  often  is  the  lover  of  Nature  entranced  by 
the  revelations  of  the  beauty  compassed  by  the 
Divine  Artist. 
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Man  in  Art  follows  in  the  footsteps  of  the 
Divine  Artist  by  trying  in  his  creations  to 
disclose  feeling  and  thought,  as  well  as  to 
reveal  the  lovely  visions  of  beauty  which  are 
scattered  everywhere  in  such  glorious  profusion. 
The  sights  and  sounds  of  Nature  are  received 
into  responsive  souls  and  rendered  back  in 
exquisite  forms  by  the  Artist. 

The  Beautiful  in  Nature  is  precious  because 
it  is  the  expression  of  God^s  Love,  Power,  and 
Wisdom  on  earth,  all  working  together  to 
produce  Beauty.  Beautiful  thoughts  are  the 
beautiful  seeds  from  which  beautiful  lives 
spring  up.  So  if  you  desire  to  praise  God 
show  it  in  your  intercourse  with  man  by  your 
cheerfulness,  your  good  temper,  your  resigna- 
tion, your  desire  to  make  others  happy.  For 
to  bring  ourselves  into  harmony  with  our 
environments  where  these  lead  upward,  or  if 
they  do  not,  rise  superior  to  our  environments, 
is  to  find  the  secret  of  living  the  Art  of  Beauty. 

The  dawn  of  love  to  God  the  Beautiful  is 
the  beginning  of  the  eternal  day.  Adoration 
is  the  mightiest  love  the  soul  can  give,  and 
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Eternal  life  is  the  life  of  love  founded  upon 
Beauty.  Once  a  man  has  begun  to  realise 
that  God  is  all  which  his  heart  craves  to  love 
and  adore  he  has  gained  a  level  from  which  he 
can  hardly  fall  away  again.  Thus  the  ador- 
ing soul  scales  heights  after  heights  and  sees 
heaven^s  high  summit  far  off  in  the  cloudless 
blue,  being  at  each  step  aided  and  cheered 
onward  and  upward  by  the  progress  already 
attained. 

But  I  find  that  I  am  getting  ahead  of 
my  subject,  so  let  me  now  say  more  about 
Beauty. 

Beauty  comes  to  us  in  many  different  forms, 
and  in  every  phase  of  life.  It  is  like  one  uni- 
versal language.  Beauty  refines  and  ennobles 
us,  raises  us  from  baser  pleasures,  fills  our  eyes 
with  joy  and  our  hearts  with  gladness. 

The  Artist  seeks  the  beautiful  and  trans- 
lates it  into  his  works ;  the  realisation  of  the 
Beautiful  is  therefore  the  true  aim  of  Art. 
i  The  object  of  Art  is  to  crystallise  Emotion 
*j  into  Thought  and  then  fix  it  into  Form.  The 
Artist  does  not  look  upon  the  world  as  a  piece 
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of  dead  mechanism,  but  as  it  is  in  reality,  full  of 
a  vast,  all-pervading  life  of  beauty  and  perfec- 
tion. The  Artist  awakens  to  a  consciousness 
of  the  marvellous  beauty  and  grandeur  which 
pervades  the  world.  He  finds  symmetrical  ele- 
gance of  form,  harmonious  proportion  among 
all  the  parts,  beautiful  geometrical  arrange- 
ments throughout. 

Harmony  is  found  throughout  the  sounds, 
forms,  and  colours  of  Nature.  Therefore  the 
Science  of  the  Beautiful  is  based  upon  the 
great  harmonic  laws  of  Nature  which  per- 
vade and  govern  the  Cosmos. 

The  elements  of  beauty  in  sounds  or  musical 
composition  are  melody,  harmony,  and  tone; 
while  those  of  the  highest  works  of  forma- 
tive Art  are  contour,  proportion,  and  colour. 
Beauty  in  another  aspect  is  a  due  subordination 
of  the  parts  to  each  other. 

There  is  also  the  imperishable  beauty  of  the 
soul,  and  this  consists  in  becoming  something 
rather  than  having  something ;  in  an  inward 
condition  of  soul,  rather  than  in  any  outward 
circumstances.  It  is  when  the  finite  life  is 
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pervaded  by  the  Infinite  that  we  begin  to  see 
visions  of  the  Beautiful,  to  contemplate  with 
delight  the  Beauty  of  goodness,  truth,  and  all 
the  other  moral  and  spiritual  graces  which 
grow  in  that  celestial  soil,  and  under  that 
serene  sky.  There  are  three  stages  in  the 
appreciation  of  beauty — 

(1)  The  outward  beauty  of  form,  colour,  and 

sound. 

(2)  The  mental  beauty  of  intellectual  gifts. 

(3)  The  spiritual  beauty  of  a  noble,  lovable 

character. 

The  feeling  for  the  Beautiful  or  the  Ideal  is 
a  phase  of  the  soufs  yearning  for  something 
higher  and  nobler  than  it  has  yet  attained. 
Beauty  is  the  goal  of  all  our  various  strivings, 
for  man  belongs  to  the  realm  of  ideality,  which 
is  a  more  exalted  and  more  beautiful  exist- 
ence than  that  of  the  fleeting  world  around 
us,  where  our  stay  is  so  short  and  un- 
certain. 

We  are  hunted  by  an  ideal,  and  given  no 
peace  until  we  attain  to  full  self-expression, 
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and  we  find  that  so  far  already  all  beings 
around  us  seem  to  have  realised  their  type 
except  man,  apparently  because  there  is  an 
ideal  state  towards  which  the  struggling  soul 
is  evolving,  and  which  is  to  be  clothed  with 
the  Beauty  of  the  Lord  our  God  in  ful lei- 
measure. 

This  perception  of  perfect  beauty  in  God 
helps  us  also  to  explain  our  soul's  destiny.  It 
is  true,  indeed,  that  at  death  the  temporary 
self  is  annihilated,  but  whatever  there  is  of 
the  Beautiful  in  the  character  is  imperishable 
because  Divine,  and  therefore  immortal.  We 
must  trust  with  a  perfect  trust  our  future  to 
the  ministration  of  love,  as  we  have  trusted  it 
in  the  days  gone  by,  and  have  not  been  dis- 
appointed. Before  us  is  death,  it  is  true. 
But,  after  all,  death,  I  take  it,  is  not  the 
destruction,  but  rather  the  illimitable  expan- 
sion of  the  individuality,  a  fuller  realisation  of 
our  being.  For  death,  let  me  repeat,  takes 
the  temporary  but  leaves  the  imperishable  as 
a  permanent  addition  to  the  higher  self  in  its 
moral  and  spiritual  expansion.  In  a  word, 
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the  souPs  immortality  seems  to  me  to  be 
assured  by  the  higher  aspiration  engendered 
by  a  divine  affection. 

Death,  we  must  take  it,  is  but  an  incident 
in  the  history  of  a  continuous  and  progressive 
life.  The  Life  here  and  the  Life  beyond  be- 
come parts  of  one  progressive  existence,  not 
so  much  separated  by  the  river  of  death  as 
united  by  the  bridge  of  the  ideal. 

We  leave  by  death  our  incomplete  and  im- 
perfect self,  to  find  in  the  larger  self  the  richer, 
deeper,  and  perfectly  beautiful  life  for  which 
we  are  longing.  We  shall  never  be  fully 
satisfied  until  it  is  ours.  Whatever  is  to 
be  our  state  hereafter,  we  are  quite  sure 
it  will  only  be  the  natural  outgrowth  of  what 
we  are,  or  are  making  ourselves  here  and 
now. 

We  may  think  of  each  human  life  as  per- 
petually occupied  in  fashioning  its  own  char- 
acter, and  thus  also,  according  to  inevitable 
laws,  its  ultimate  destiny. 

Invisible  kingdoms  encompass  us,  of  match- 
less beauty  and  perfect  peace.  There  God 
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finds  His  expression  in  the  harmony  of  life, 
in  its  varied  processes,  all  interdependent  and 
all  dependent  upon  the  laws  of  Love  and 
Beauty.  There  the  happiness  of  one  will  be 
the  happiness  of  all. 


God  the  Beautiful 

(  Continued} 

I  MENTIONED  three  stages  in  the  appreciation 
of  Beauty — the  outward,  the  mental,  and  the 
spiritual.  Let  us  discuss  these  a  little  more. 

As  to  the  outward  beauty  of  form,  colour, 
sound  and  expression,  &c.,  I  would  add  that 
some  of  my  happiest  hours  have  been  spent 
with  the  Sacred  Psalmists  when  I  tried  to 
behold  with  admiration  and  enthusiasm  the 
Beauty  of  the  immanent  God  as  revealed  in 
Nature. 

Wherever  we  look  we  see  a  bright  loveliness 
surpassing  expression.  Indeed  the  eye  and  the 
mind  find  beauty  everywhere.  Thus  in  my 
short  life  have  I  seen  it  in  my  ramblings,  in 
form,  colour,  and  sound,  in  scenery  varied, 
beautiful,  and  sublime.  I  have  seen  God's 
beauty  in  the  starlit  sky,  and  have  seen  it 
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reflected  during  day-time  over  the  smiling 
earth,  in  shady  woods  and  groves,  in  streams, 
and  in  the  tenderness  of  a  quiet  night,  when 
every  object  is  invested  with  a  soft,  entrancing 
beauty.  I  have  seen  it  in  the  sunrise  and  the 
sunset,  in  deep  gold  and  purple  gloom,  in 
silvery  mist,  and  in  clear  azure. 

My  mind  wanders  back  to  my  young  days 
in  Denmark,  my  dear  fatherland,  and  I  re- 
member so  well  the  peaceful,  fertile  meadows, 
clothed  with  verdure  and  carpeted  with  wild 
flowers,  where  the  butterflies  and  dragon-flies 
fluttered  here  and  there,  where  bees  hummed 
from  flower  to  flower,  while  the  birds  filled  the 
air  with  music,  and  the  stork,  with  stately, 
solemn  steps,  wandered  about,  the  friend  of 
all.  How  calm,  how  idyllic,  how  beautiful 
the  whole  scene  was  to  me ! 

And  up  in  Norway,  how  well  I  remember 
God's  sublime  beauty  as  I  saw  it  in  the  glorious 
break  of  day  arising  upon  the  glittering,  snow- 
clad  peaks,  saw  it  in  the  restless  ocean,  and 
anon  in  the  raging  of  the  sea  beating  upon  the 
rocky  shores,  in  the  silvery  rivers,  in  mirrored 
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lakes,  in  mountain  torrents,  in  stupendous 
waterfalls,  in  the  noise  of  tempests,  and  in  the 
glorious  sunsets  which  blended  gold  with  crim- 
son tints  on  the  palette  of  the  evening  sky. 

I  had  hoped  that  during  my  present  visit 
to  Scotland  I  would  have  seen  the  beauties  of 
the  Highlands,  so  rich  in  splendid  scenery,  so 
rich  also  in  the  memories  of  glorious  deeds. 
But,  alas,  this  is  not  to  be,  so  now,  I  keep 
up  my  enthusiasm  for  the  beautiful  in  Nature, 
by  calling  up  memories  of  the  past. 

Others  have  felt  this  divine  beauty  in 
Nature,  and  expressed  it  better  than  I  could 
possibly  do.  Thus  I  remember  reading  this 
passage,  the  cutting  of  which  I  kept  in  my 
scrap-book  : — 

We  live,  as  it  were,  in  a  palace  of  enchant- 
ment. Above  us  are  the  ceiling  of 
azure  and  the  matchless  drapery  of 
clouds;  beneath  us  is  the  green  velvet 
sward ;  about  us  the  sweet  atmosphere, 
through  which  we  see  the  purple  hills, 
the  misty  vales,  the  winding  river,  hear 
the  warbling  of  the  birds,  see  the  mar- 
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vellous  play  of  light  and  shade  on  every 
object  around  us. 

Yes,  what  this  writer  expresses  is  true. 
Nature  is  beautiful  in  every  clime,  at  all 
seasons,  and  under  every  aspect.  An  American 
preacher  has  also  written  eloquently  of  the 
pervading  presence  in  Nature  of  Beauty.  I 
have  the  cutting  in  my  scrap-book,  where  he 
says : — 

Beauty  is  an  all-pervading  presence.  It  un- 
folds in  the  numberless  flowers  of  the 
spring,  it  waves  in  the  branches  of  the 
trees  and  the  green  blades  of  grass.  It 
haunts  the  depths  of  the  earth  and  the 
sea,  and  gleams  out  in  the  hues  of  the 
shell  and  precious  stones.  And  not 
only  these  minute  objects,  but  the 
ocean,  the  mountains,  the  clouds,  the 
heavens,  the  stars,  the  rising  and  setting 
sun,  all  overflow  with  beauty. 
The  Universe  is  its  temple,  and  those  who 
are  alive  to  it  cannot  help  lifting  their 
eyes  without  feeling  themselves  encom- 
passed with  it  on  every  side. 
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Now  this  beauty  is  so  precious,  the  enjoy- 
ments it  gives  are  so  refined  and  pure, 
so  congenial  with  our  tenderest  and 
noblest  feeling,  and  so  akin  to  worship, 
that  an  infinite  joy  is  lost  to  the  world 
by  the  want  of  culture  of  this  spiritual 
endowment.  The  greatest  truths  are 
wronged  if  not  linked  with  beauty,  and 
they  win  their  way  most  surely  and 
deeply  into  the  soul  when  arrayed  in 
this  their  natural  and  fit  attire. 

A  Scotch  poet  (Vedders)  has  sung  of  the 
Universe  being  the  Temple  of  God  :— 

Talk  not  of  temples,  there  is  one 

Built  without  hands,  to  mankind  given  ; 
Its  lamps  are  the  meridian  sun 

And  all  the  stars  of  heaven. 
Its  walls  are  the  cerulean  sky, 

Its  floor,  the  earth  so  green  and  fair, 
Its  dome,  the  vast  immensity  ! — 

All  nature  worships  there. 

The  Alps  arrayed  in  stainless  snow, 

The  Andean  ranges  yet  untrod, 
At  sunrise  and  at  sunset  glow 

Like  altar  fires  to  God. 
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A  thousand  fierce  volcanoes  blaze 
As  if  with  hallowed  victims  rare, 

And  thunder  lifts  its  voice  in  praise  ! — 
All  nature  worships  there. 

In  appreciating  the  beauty  around  us,  let  us 
not  forget  to  admire  also  the  beauty  of  the 
human  form,  whether  seen  in  childhood,  youth, 
manhood,  or  womanhood,  or  even  in  old  age. 
Each  period  has  its  distinctive  characteristic  of 
beauty  expressing  the  working  of  the  soul  in 
its  various  stages  and  moods. 

Childhood  has  its  innocence  and  trust ;  Youth 
its  hope,  enthusiasm,  and  love ;  Manhood  its 
work  and  aspirations ;  Old  Age  its  peacefulness. 

Each  has  a  beauty  of  its  own,  and  all  come 
within  the  magic  circle  of  the  Artist  to  em- 
body in  his  creations.  I  shall  not  have  time, 
however,  to  dwell  upon  these,  nor  upon  the 
second  aspect  of  beauty  which  referred  to  the 
wonderful  beauty  of  the  intellect  in  man,  with 
his  God-creative  reasoning  and  executive  facul- 
ties, who  sees  and  foresees  and  rethinks  God's 
thoughts,  and  thus  subdues  Nature's  forces  for 
his  own  use,  and  in  order  to  ameliorate  his  own 
conditions  and  environments. 
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In  what  I  wrote  of  the  laws  of  the  Cosmos  1 
have  already  referred  to  this  aspect,  so  I  need 
say  no  more  at  present.  All,  however,  is  found 
to  be  a  system  which  works  in  harmony,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  evolving  higher  and  higher 
degrees  of  mental  perfection  by  the  culture  of 
the  finer  qualities  of  the  brain. 

Let  me  now  only  refer  to  the  last  aspect 
of  beauty  which  refers  to  spiritual  excel- 
lence. 

The  highest  display  of  Beauty  is  seen  in  the 
souPs  domain,  as  I  have  insisted  upon  over  and 
over  again.  To  love  God  is  in  other  words  to 
love  His  transcendingly  beautiful  Nature,  and 
therefore  to  be  impelled  to  imitate  it.  It  is 
an  ever-growing,  ever-advancing,  ever-expand- 
ing Ideal. 

Indeed,  Beauty  has  a  charm,  an  excellency 
to  which  we  involuntarily  do  reverence.  We 
feel  towards  anything  beautiful  something  akin 
to  admiration  and  love,  a  desire  to  possess  it 

and  to  be  united  with  it  in  some  manner.     All 

• 

Beauty  on  earth  is  the  spray  of  the  fountain 
of  eternal  loveliness. 
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Beauty  is  an  ever-present  Divinity,  and  God 
made  us  love  beautiful  things  only  because  He 
intends  by  these  to  attract  us  to  Himself,  who 
is  the  source  and  origin  of  it  all.  Once  we 
realise  something  of  His  transcending  beauty, 
we  cannot  help  loving  and  worshipping  Him, 
whose  object  it  is  to  fill  us  more  and  more,  as 
we  have  the  capacity,  with  the  treasures  and 
beauties  of  His  own  loving  heart. 

Let  us  try  to  see  God  in  everything,  by  see- 
ing goodness  and  beauty  in  everything  and 
everywhere — a  glory  resting  upon  all. 

In  Beauty  the  Infinite  is  represented  to  the 
Finite.  It  is  the  Divinity  within  us  which 
recognises  its  close  and  dear  relationship  to 
its  second  self  in  the  Divinity  without  us, 
revealed  in  Beauty. 

All  that  is  grand  or  beautiful,  from  the  dew 
trembling  on  the  leaf  to  the  dome  of  the  em- 
pyrean, is  pervaded  by  beauty,  and  proclaims 
the  God  whom  we  adore  as  the  Fount  of  all 
beauty  and  perfection. 

Has  not  an  English  poet,  in  discoursing  on 
the  Eternity  of  Beauty,  profoundly  said  : — 
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Though  loveliness  will  pass  away 
From  individual  beings,  and  is  oft 
More  mortal  than  the  human  heirs  of  death- 
Yet  spiritual  Beauty  has  ever  been 
A  living  essence,  an  immortal  thing ; 
And  through  the  future  shall  undying  love 
Perfect  the  soul  of  beauteousness  and  shake 
Decay  from  those  she  dwells  with,  to  adorn 
Through  endless  years  the  palaces  of  heaven. 

Let  me  conclude  by  saying  that  the  true 
Self  is  the  Divine  in  His  Beauty  in  each  of  us, 
and  we,  therefore,  necessarily  radiate  in  love  to 
all  creation,  even  as  God  does,  who  is  centred 
in  the  Universal  Life. 

In  Nature  the  immanent  God  speaks  to  us. 
What  beautiful  words  God  is  ever  speaking  in 
this  symbolic  language  to  the  soul. 


Thoughts  on   Immortality — the 
Realisation  of  all  Beauty 

FROM  the  sentimental  side  there  are  strong 
pleadings  for  a  personal  immortality.  This 
feeling  of  the  souPs  immortality  is  deep- 
rooted  in  the  human  heart,  for  is  it  not  felt 
that  all  things  have  relations  to  issues  which 
lie  in  the  world  behind  the  veil  of  the  seen  and 
the  temporal  ?  Is  there  not  in  most  of  us  a 
restless  longing  for  that  which  lies  beyond 
the  visible  ?  Everything  seems  to  demand  it ; 
our  depth  of  tender  affections,  our  vision  of 
beauty,  our  divine  enthusiasm  for  what  is 
right  and  noble.  The  infinite  possibilities  of 
the  universe,  even  the  complement  of  our 
imperfect  lives,  add  to  this.  Our  thirst  for 
perfection,  for  beauty,  and  for  harmony ;  our 
yearnings,  our  aspirations  and  restless  long- 
ings for  the  ineffable,  the  infinite  and  divine, 
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make  us  feel  that  without  immortality  we  are 
incomplete.  We  feel  that  our  souls  have  had 
only  a  foretaste  of  the  higher  life.  We  are 
forced  to  postulate  that  our  soul  will  by-and- 
by  inherit  vaster  capabilities  and  new  faculties, 
of  which  we  had  no  conception  before  in  our 
little  school  of  education,  although  the  germs 
of  beauty  and  perfection  were  already  im- 
planted in  this  short  earth-life. 

Immortality  is  the  surety  of  the  conservation 
of  life,  and,  as  has  been  said,  there  is  a  con- 
tinuity of  spiritual  force.  We  may  take  it  as 
one  of  the  scientific  certainties  that,  as  in  the 
physical  world,  no  atom  of  matter,  and  no 
moment  of  force  is  ever  annihilated,  so  in  the 
inner  world  no  spiritual  conquest,  no  saintly 
achievement  is  ever  doomed  to  destruction. 
The  image  of  God  the  Beautiful  shows  in 
us,  although  in  imperfections  and  rough  out- 
lines, the  lineaments  of  His  immortal  Beauty. 
How  rich  must  be  our  inheritance  and  how 
deep  will  be  our  joy  in  the  sweet  and  near 
Hereafter  as  heirs  of  God  the  beloved. 

Immortality  is  not  merely  an  absorption  in 
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the  life  of  the  race  and  the  memory  of  the 
future,  nor  a  return  of  unconscious  energy  to 
the  chaos  from  which  it  arose,  but  a  personality 
enduring  beyond  death,  a  continual  upward 
progress  towards  perfection,  carried  forward 
from  this  world  into  the  world  beyond  the 
grave. 

The  dead  are  in  a  sense  still  alive  upon  earth  : 
they  are  immanent  in  human  existence.  They 
form  the  atmosphere  which  our  minds  breathe, 
the  language  we  speak,  the  thoughts  we  think, 
the  traditions  we  inherit,  the  moral  standard 
by  which  we  judge ;  all  is  the  spirit  life  of  our 
ancestors.  Man's  influence  survives  him.  Let 
us  therefore  be  careful  what  influence  we  leave 
behind  us ;  for  good  or  for  evil  we  live  and  act 
on  the  earth  after  our  bodies  have  returned  to 
dust.  The  grave  is  not  the  end  of  us. 

As  decay  is  incidental  to  all  composite  things, 
so  nothing  in  man  but  his  spirit  is  permanent. 

Death  means  spiritual  elevation  as  well  as 
physical  dissolution.  Life  is  organisation,  ex- 
pression. Death  is  disappearance  from  mortal 
perception.  All  must  travel  the  path  of  growth, 
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and  there  is  delight  in  the  possibility  of  pro- 
gress not  attainable  without  effort.  Progress 
is  better  than  mere  pleasure;  progress  is  the 
law  of  life  to  the  immortal. 

The  Universe  may  be  infinite  in  an  infinite 
number  of  ways,  for  the  resurrection  means 
the  process  which  lifts  life  into  higher  con- 
sciousness. It  is  with  a  triumphant  emotion 
that  an  aspiring  spirit,  assured  of  living  for 
ever,  regards  the  infinity  of  things  as  the  scene 
of  its  everlasting  activity;  in  which  it  finds 
that  millions  of  contemplated  manifestations 
of  beauty  and  sublimity  are  but  preparing  it 
to  advance  to  new  visions,  with  perceptions  for 
ever  becoming  more  vivid. 

The  Soul  in  its  yearning  after  perfection 
instinctively  believes  in  immortality.  It  feels 
itself  passing  out  of  the  Pilgrim-land  into  the 
Homeland.  We  have  infinitude  within  our 
own  nature,  a  divinity  potential  in  every  man 
which  is  his  true  self. 

The  sentence  of  death,  it  has  been  said,  is 
passed  upon  everything,  for,  go  where  we  will, 
it  sounds  like  a  funeral  knell.  The  grass  is 
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green,  but  it  withers ;  the  flower  is  fair,  but  it 
droops.  The  insects  dance  in  the  sunshine  but 
with  the  night  they  die.  The  very  dust  was 
once  alive,  and  the  rocks  have  been  built  up 
at  the  cost  of  myriads  of  lives.  But  this 
death  is  but  a  release  from  physical  environ- 
ments to  enjoy  a  more  expansive  life.  Our 
little  lives  lie  safely  protected  in  an  infinite 
and  eternal  life,  so  wondrous  and  inexplicable 
to  us,  which  is  ever  unfolding  itself.  In 
other  words,  man  is  divinely  endowed,  divinely 
evolved,  and  divinely  pre-ordained  to  his  high 
position,  beloved  by  God,  beautified  by  God, 
glorified  by  God. 

This  nobler  faith  bids  us  hope,  yea,  hope  for 
ever,  for  this  world,  and  for  the  worlds  beyond 
this.  This  hope  is  a  mighty,  unconquerable 
force.  It  makes  us  aspire  joyfully  towards 
that  which  is  above  us.  This  nobler  faith  also 
nourishes  within  the  soul  a  divine  joyousness 
born  of  hope.  It  inspires  us  to  strive ;  it  gives 
us  courage,  endurance,  and  patience.  If  man 
is  Divine  in  the  making,  then  no  hope  is  too 
lofty  or  too  sublime  for  him  to  cherish. 
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Death  is  not  the  opposite  of  life,  but  only 
the  agency  whereby  life  changes  its  phase. 
This  is  the  twilight  world,  we  turn  to  the 
morning  sunshine  of  another.  Modern  Science 
does  not  preach  death.  On  the  contrary,  with 
all  the  power  of  its  gospel,  it  teaches  that 
death  there  never  is,  in  the  sense  of  the  de- 
struction of  one  particle  that  now  exists.  All 
the  matter  that  there  is  now,  says  Science,  will 
be  for  ever ;  all  the  force  there  is  now  will  also 
be  for  ever.  There  is  no  destruction  ever, 
only  reorganisation,  redistribution,  recomposi- 
tion,  in  new  forms,  strength,  or  beauty. 

Evolution  is  also  the  gospel  of  infinite  pro- 
gress— a  survival  of  all  that  is  fittest  in  a 
larger  life  beyond  the  confines  of  the  grave. 
God  is  the  living  heart  beneath  all  harmony, 
and  the  living  will  behind  all  law.  Every  cradle 
asks,  "  Whence  ?  "  and  every  coffin,  "Whither?" 
The  end  of  evolution  is  not  that  all  may  be- 
come one,  or  that  the  one  may  become  the 
many ;  not  the  absorption  of  the  individual  in 
God,  or  the  individuation  of  God  in  Man, 
seeing  He  is  also  Transcendent,  but,  1  take  it, 
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that  the  truth  is  rather  that  the  end  of  Evo- 
lution is  for  God  to  express  and  realise  the 
unquenchable  love  and  yearning  in  His  heart, 
which  seeks  response  from  individual  souls 
upon  earth,  who  are  realising  something  of 
His  Beauty,  and  who  therefore  love  Him  for 
what  He  is  in  Himself. 

Such  souls  live  only  in  reality  for  God  the 
Beautiful.  They  see  in  Him  their  alter  ego ; 
while  God  on  the  other  hand  sees  Himself  re- 
flected and  reproduced  in  them,  to  the  extent  of 
their  capacities.  Between  them  there  grows 
up  an  affinity  of  souls,  a  fellowship  of  an  indis- 
soluble love,  carried  over  to  Eternity.  Such  an 
immortality  of  love,  sympathy,  and  delight  will 
be  Heaven.  Rejoice,  therefore,  for  each  one 
of  us  has  a  future  of  happiness  and  joy  before 
him,  so  vast  that  our  present  consciousness 
cannot  take  hold  of  it. 

Life  in  its  ascent  always  contains  some  of  the 
lower  characteristics  in  the  next  higher  grade. 
Each  higher  variety  consists  of  most  that  is 
contained  in  the  next  lower,  with  the  addition 

of  something  else,  finer  in  structure,  higher  in 
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grade,  and  more  beautiful.  Thus  the  substance 
of  the  mineral  is  contained  in  the  vegetable, 
which  feeds  upon  it,  and  builds  its  structure  with 
its  materials.  The  mineral  and  the  vegetable 
mingle  in  the  animal  structure  in  a  similar 
manner,  but  with  the  addition  of  still  higher 
activities,  not  common  to  both.  These  three 
are  combined  in  the  human  form,  and  the  pure 
essence  (or  life  elements)  of  all  these  we  may 
conceive  will  compose  the  spiritual  body.  This 
is  the  highest  kind  of  progress :  not  progress 
by  addition  or  accumulation,  but  progress  by 
development,  which  implies  the  perpetual  trans- 
mutation of  the  past.  Life  means  never-resting 
mutation.  Every  bygone  moment  of  its  exist- 
ence still  lives  in  it,  absorbed,  transformed, 
worked  up  into  the  essence  of  its  new  and 
higher  being. 

The  richest  store  of  treasures  in  the  mind 
of  each  of  us  is  the  heirloom  of  the  mental 
and  spiritual  life  of  countless  individuals  dead 
and  gone.  We  have  inherited  from  all  these 
all  we  are  now,  they  live  in  us  again. 

Death  will   give   liberty  to  higher  powers 
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which  earthly  life  has  imprisoned.  It  is  the 
process  by  which  the  chosen  materials  are 
separated  from  those  that  have  been  rejected 
and  selected  for  further  advance  into  a  higher 
order.  The  rejected  material  is  remitted  to 
other  processes  of  conversion,  while  the  selected 
and  progressing  portions  advance,  each  in  its 
own  ratio. 

As  we  pass  out  of  this  world  let  us  remember 
that  our  place  will  soon  be  filled  by  others,  who 
may  do  our  work  better,  and  be  a  greater  bless- 
ing to  others  than  we  have  been.  What  is 
sunset  for  us  is  dawn  for  others.  Let  us  die, 
like  yonder  sun,  spreading  light  around  to  the 
last,  and  as  we  disappear  out  of  view  from  the 
mortal  hemisphere,  we  shall  rise  on  the  horizon 
of  the  Immortal. 


The  End 

IN  Theology,  as  in  Nature,  the  old  is  the  mother 
of  the  new.  Thus  past  theology  grew  out  of  the 
doctrine  of  the  Divine  Sovereignty,  the  present 
out  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Divine  Fatherhood. 
Future  theology  will  grow  out  of  the  doctrine 
of  the  Beauty  of  God.  The  new  faith  will  be 
more  orthodox  than  the  old,  because  it  does 
fuller  justice  to  the  essence  of  the  Divine  char- 
acter of  love  and  beauty,  it  will  also  insist  upon 
that  humanity  in  its  essence  is  divine,  that  love 
pure  and  ever-flowing  is  at  the  heart  of  the 
Universe,  and  is  working  out  the  elevation  of 
man  in  the  unfolding  of  the  glories  of  divinity, 
and  of  the  possibilities  of  humanity. 

In  the  coming  ages  it  will  be  realised  better 
than  now  that  the  Cosmos  is  spiritual,  that 
the  interpretation  of  history  reveals  a  moral 
process,  and  that  love  is  eternal. 
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It  is  not  true  when  the  pessimists  say  that 
life  is  not  worth  its  trouble  because  of  suffer- 
ing and  death.  On  the  contrary,  death  is  no 
finality ;  neither  to  body,  nor  to  mind,  nor  to 
soul.  Indeed,  we  can  never  get  out  of  the 
circle  of  life,  do  what  we  will;  we  are  parts 
of  it,  and  must  always  remain  so,  under  what- 
ever forms  life  is  lived.  This  is  an  over- 
powering thought,  but  when  it  is  linked  with 
the  thought  of  an  eternally  progressive  exist- 
ence, with  grand  possibilities  and  noble  ideals, 
then  the  immortality  of  life  is  the  harbinger 
of  hope  and  joy. 

Therefore,  let  us  take  up  the  words  of  the 
poetess  when  she  sings  about  death : — 

Canst  them  repine  that  sentient  days  are  numbered  ? 

Death  is  unconscious  life  that  waits  for  birth  ; 
So  didst  thou  live,  while  yet  thine  embryo  slumbered, 

Senseless,  unbreathing,  even  as  heaven  and  earth. 

Yes,  thou  shalt  die  ;  but  these  almighty  forces 
That  meet  to  form  thee  live  for  evermore  ; 

They  hold  the  suns  in  their  eternal  courses, 
And  shape  the  tiny  sand-grains  on  the  shore. 

Be  calmly  glad,  thine  own  true  kindred  seeing 
In  fire  and  storm,  in  flowers  with  dew  impearled  : 

Rejoice  in  thine  imperishable  being, 
One  with  the  Essence  of  the  boundless  world. 
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Yes,  it  is  true,  forms  are  transient,  but  life 
remains.  Death  to  an  atom,  as  to  a  human 
soul,  is  nothing  more  than  a  release  and 
transference  of  energies,  a  transition  to  other 
forms  of  cosmic  life. 

We  pass  into  the  sum  of  the  moral  and 
mental  being  of  humanity,  so  that  there  is 
an  indestructibility  of  moral  force,  a  conser- 
vation and  transmission  of  spiritual  energies. 
There  is  therefore  an  immortality  of  influence 
of  ideals,  of  spiritual  communion  of  human 
souls,  which  live  in  them  for  ever.  The  ex- 
amples we  set  will  be  imitated,  our  life  will 
remain  a  factor  in  the  evolution  of  mankind. 
We  shall  remain  active  realities  in  the  spirit- 
life  of  our  race,  and  we  remain  citizens  of  the 
Kingdom  of  God,  which  is  in  the  hearts  of  men. 

This  idea,  I  remember,  is  finely  expressed 
by  George  Eliot.  She  says  of  such  men  that 
they  "live  again  in  minds  made  better  by 
their  presence,  and  make  undying  music  in 
the  world."  Longfellow  also  says  somewhere : 
"To  live  in  hearts  we  leave  behind  is  not 
to  die." 
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In  other  words,  man's  life  on  earth  is  tran- 
sient, but  his  deeds  and  his  thoughts  are 
immortal.  Deeds  and  thoughts  reveal  the 
soul ;  our  deeds  and  thoughts  are  our- 
selves. The  more  thoughtful,  the  more  de- 
veloped specimens  of  our  race,  are  those  who 
feel  most  acutely  the  burden  of  responsibility. 
They,  therefore,  are  the  most  careful  not  to 
sin  against  the  higher  intuitions  which  have 
guided  humanity  in  its  slow  rise  from  the 
lower  and  more  brutal  nature. 

Immortality  is  the  only  field  that  offers 
dimensions  equal  to  the  expansive  power  of 
the  soul,  the  prospects  being  infinite  and 
magnificent,  essential  and  eternal.  Our  con- 
ception of  God  as  the  realisation  of  all  Beauty 
and  Love  glorifies  existence,  arches  the  tomb 
with  a  bow  of  life,  and  illuminates  it  with  the 
light  of  love.  Our  new  faith  will  brush  away 
the  former  conceptions  that  the  Atonement 
means  either  that  the  death  of  Christ  was  a 
ransom  paid  to  the  Evil  one,  or  that  it  is  a 
satisfaction  to  God's  justice  and  honour,  a 
payment  of  suffering  and  anguish  exactly 
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equivalent  to  the  penal  liabilities  of  the  elect, 
due  to  an  angry  Father  whose  Son  must  be 
slain  to  assuage  His  terrible  wrath. 

Instead  of  these  revolting  and  dishonouring 
dogmas,  our  nobler  faith  will  show  that  the 
Atonement  exhibits  the  truth  that  he  who 
would  share  the  work  of  saving  mankind  from 
its  degradation  and  sins  must  himself  taste 
the  bitterness  of  the  cup  which  those  he 
would  help  are  given  to  drink.  All  true 
brotherhood  rests  essentially  on  fellowship  and 
fellow-suffering.  The  conception  of  God  as 
perfect  Love  and  Beauty  gives  us  the  convic- 
tion that  the  inevitable  law  of  retribution  will 
in  His  hands  be  found  disciplinary  towards 
the  evil-doers  in  its  aim,  and  loving  in  its 
spirit. 

During  my  illness  I  have  been  reading 
the  poetry  of  Robert  Burns.  One  verse, 
bearing  on  these  present  thoughts,  I  must 
repeat,  although  no  doubt  it  is  very 
familiar : — 

Who  made  the  heart,  'tis  He  alone 
Decidedly  can  try  us. 
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He  knows  each  cord,  its  various  tone, 

Each  spring,  its  various  bias  ; 
Then  at  the  balance  let's  be  mute, 

We  never  can  adj  ust  it ; 
What's  done  we  partly  may  compute, 

But  know  not  what's  resisted. 

While  we  shun  and  detest  sinful  ways,  let 
us  not  also  detest  and  look  haughtily  upon  the 
sinners,  for  we  are  poor  judges,  and  often  the 
blame  may  lie  more  at  the  door  of  heredity, 
upbringing,  or  environment.  Indeed  Society, 
which  suffers  by  the  criminal  and  the  unprin- 
cipled classes,  is  frequently  reaping  what  it 
has  permitted  to  be  sown,  having  neglected 
to  demolish  the  slums  with  their  filth  and 
degradation,  where  children  were  breathing 
from  tender  years  the  miasma  of  everything 
impure  and  injurious. 

All  punishments,  therefore,  which  society 
inflicts  upon  the  transgressors  of  its  laws, 
ought  to  be  free  of  vindictive  justice,  and 
partake  more  and  more  of  a  disciplinary  or 
reforming  tendency,  so  as  to  win  the  erring 
ones  back,  and  make  them  fall  in  love  with 
God  the  Beautiful. 
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A  life  lived  in  Divine  love  will  ripen  us 
(and  others  whom  we  influence)  for  Heaven. 
The  Glory  of  God  is  pure  Love  in  perfect 
Beauty.  It  radiates  from  Him,  filling  us  who 
follow  Him  with  sweetness  and  splendour.  It 
is  the  one  unchangeable  Essence.  The  universe 
will  change  and  we  will  change,  but  the  love 
which  was  before  all  things,  is  the  same  through 
all  creation  and  all  change.  It  lasts  through 
Eternity. 

The  eternal  law  in  the  Universe  is  Love's 
law.  Existence  is  from  love,  in  love  and  unto 
love. 

Therefore,  let  us  look  forward,  look  up- 
ward to  that  bright  immortality,  wherein, 
under  happier  auspices,  the  spirit  incarnate 
is  set  forth  anew. 

Now  I  must  think  of  finishing  my  letter. 
I  may  as  well  tell  you  that  the  Doctor  has 
absolutely  forbidden  me  to  exert  myself  any 
more  either  in  writing  or  even  in  reading. 

Perhaps  he  is  right,  for  I  feel,  indeed,  daily 
more  and  more  exhausted,  and  the  end  cannot 
be  far  off. 
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My  uncle,  the  old  Baron,  has  kindly  come 
over  to  convey  me  home,  when  I  should  become 
a  little  better,  but  he  is  shocked  to  see  me  so 
far  reduced,  and  the  fall  of  the  curtain  so  near 
at  hand. 

I  desired  him,  when  all  was  over,  to  get  me 
cremated  in  Scotland,  but  he  has  begged  me, 
by  all  that  is  holy,  to  allow  him  to  bring  my 
remains  home  to  dear  old  Denmark,  to  lay  my 
body  in  the  ancestral  vault,  beside  those  of 
the  dear  ones  who  preceded  me,  and  to  this 
I  have  given  a  reluctant  consent,  so  as  not  to 
offend  the  dear  old  man's  religious  scruples. 
I  mention  this  now,  because  you  know  I  have 
long  felt  that  cremation  is  the  proper  thing  to 
do  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  which  is  far 
more  important  than  sentiment.  Ordinary 
burials  in  the  earth  I  consider  as  a  danger 
to  the  health  of  the  living.  When  you  return 
from  London  next  week,  try  to  stop  a  few 
hours  at  Leith  on  your  route  North,  to  have 
a  chat,  if  I  am  able,  or  allowed  by  that  time, 
to  converse,  or  to  see  you.  And  now,  Adieu. 


Postscript 

I  must  add  a  few  lines. 

Three  days  after  I  received  the  last  letter, 
and  before  I  had  time  to  leave  London,  I 
received  a  note  from  the  Doctor,  announcing 
the  death  of  the  young  Danish  Artist. 

Thus  he  passed  away  before  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  him  again. 

He  left  various  handsome  legacies  to  those 
who  had  shown  him  attention  during  his  long 
illness.  To  me  he  left  his  gold  watch,  with 
all  his  notes  and  papers. 

His  various  letters  and  papers,  with  their 
forceful  and  original  ideas,  I  treasure  more 
than  anything  else ;  and  in  publishing  a  selec- 
tion of  the  former,  my  hope  is  that  thev 
may  bring  some  who  are  dissatisfied  with  the 
present  religious  systems,  and  who  may  be 
drifting  into  agnosticism,  to  realise,  with  my 
friend,  that  there  is  a  nobler  faith  in  The 
Religion  of  the  Beautiful. 


Printed  by  BALLANTYNE,  HANSON  <5^  Co. 
Edinburgh  &*  London 
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